


Oscar Romero and the Church’s Option for the Poor








Intro: 			Jubilee, Romero, A new way of being Church








Act of reconciliation:





Reader 1:	This is what Yahweh asks of you, only this, that you act justly, 


	that you love tenderly, that you walk humbly with your God.  (Micah 6:8)





Reader 2: 	For the times we have failed to act justly


All: 	We ask for forgiveness and  mercy





Reader 1: 	For the times we have failed to love tenderly


All: 	We ask for forgiveness and  mercy





Reader 2: 	For the times we have failed to walk humbly with God


All: 	We ask for forgiveness and  mercy








Reading: from the homilies of St John Chrysostom (Hom 50, 3-4)





Would you honour the body of Christ?  Do not despise his nakedness; do not honour him here in Church clothed in silk vestments and then pass him by unclothed and frozen outside.  Remember that he who said, ‘this is my body’, and made good his words, also said, ‘you saw me hungry and gave me no food’, and ‘in so far as you did it not to one of these, you did it not to me’ ….  We must learn to be discerning Christians and to honour Christ in the way in which he wants to be honoured.





God has no need of golden vessels but of golden hearts …. What is the use of loading Christ’s table with gold cups while he himself is starving?  Feed the hungry and then if you have any money left over, spend it on the altar table.  Will you make a cup of gold and withhold a cup of water? … If you saw someone in rags and stiff with cold and then did not give them clothing but set up golden columns in their honour, would they not say they were being made a fool of and insulted?





Consider that Christ is that tramp who comes in need of a night’s lodging.  You turn him away and then start laying rugs on the floor, draping the walls, hanging lamps on silver chains on the columns.  Meanwhile the tramp is locked in prison and you never give him a glance … No one was ever condemned for not adorning their house, but those who neglect the poor were threatened with hell fire for all eternity and a life of torment with devils.  Adorn your house if you will, but do not forget your brother or sister in distress.  They are temples of infinitely greater value.








Reflection: Romero and the Option for the Poor








Readings: extracts from Romero’s homily of 8 July 1979:





A)	If some day they take the radio station away from us, if they close down our newspaper, if they don’t let us speak, if they kill all the priests and the bishop too, and you are left, a people without priests, each one of you must be God’s microphone, each one of you must be a messenger, a prophet.





B)	The Church will always exist as along as there is one baptised person, and that one baptised person who is left in the world is responsible before the world for holding aloft the banner of the Lord’s truth and of his divine justice.





A)	Because it is God’s work, we don’t fear the prophetic mission the Lord has entrusted to us.  I can imagine someone saying, “So now he thinks he’s a prophet!”. No, it’s not that I think I’m a prophet; it’s that you and I are a prophetic people. Everyone baptised has received a share in Christ’s prophetic mission.





 B)	The prophet also decries sins inside the Church.  And why not? We bishops, popes, priests, nuns, Catholic teachers –  we are human, and as humans we are sinful and we need someone to be a prophet for us too and call us to conversion and not let us set up religion as something untouchable.  Religion needs prophets, and thank God we have them, because it would be a sad Church that felt itself owner of the truth and rejected everything else.  A Church that only condemns, a Church that sees sin only in others and does not look at the beam in its own eye, is not the authentic Church of Christ.








Leader: 	As we acknowledge our successes and our failures, in living a preferential option for the poor; what we have done and what we have been unable to do, we turn to God who is unceasing hope in prayer.





Reader 1: 	Lord, comfort your people and clothe us with your strength


All: 	Comfort your people, God of power and compassion





Reader 2: 	Calm our anxieties, soothe our anguish and light the darkness that surrounds us


All: 	Comfort your people, God of power and compassion





Reader 1: 	Surround us with your love and annoint us with your peace


All: 	Comfort your people, God of power and compassion





Reader 2: 	Hear our voices and our hearts as we discern our way together this week


All: 	Comfort your people, God of power and compassion








All:  	This is what Yahweh asks of us, only this, that we act justly, 


that we love tenderly, that we walk humbly with our God.








�
Oscar Romero: Martyr of our Times





This is my commandment that you love one another as I have loved you.


No one has greater love than this to lay one’s life for one’s friends (Jn 15: 12-13)





Act of reconciliation: 





Reader 1:	You asked for my hands that you might use them for your purpose


I gave them for a moment then withdrew them for the work was hard





All:	Kyrie eleison, Christe eleison, Kyrie eleison





Reader 2:	You asked for my mouth to speak out against injustice;


I gave you a whisper that I might not be accused





All:	Kyrie eleison, Christe eleison, Kyrie eleison 





Reader 1:	You asked for my life that you might work through me.


I gave a small part, that I might not get too involved





All:	Kyrie eleison, Christe eleison, Kyrie eleison 





Reading: Jn 15: 12-17





This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.  No one has greater love than this, to lay one’s life for one’s friends.  You are my friends if you do what I command you.  I do not call you servants any longer because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything I have heard from my Father.  You did not choose me but I chose you.  And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name.  I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.





Reflection: Oscar Romero, Martyr of our times





Extracts from Romero’s homily - 23 March 1980, the day before he was assassinated





A)	Today, therefore, I would like to make a special appeal to the members of the army, and specifically to the ranks of the National Guard, the police and the military.  Brothers and sisters, you are our own people.  You are killing your own fellow peasants.  Any human order to kill must be subordinate to the law of God which says, ‘Thou shalt not kill’.  No soldier is obliged to obey an order contrary to the law of God.  No one has to obey an immoral law.  It is high time you recovered your consciences and obeyed your consciences rather than a sinful order.  The Church, the defender of the rights of God, of the law of God, of human dignity, of the person, cannot remain silent before such an abomination.  We want the government to face the fact that reforms are worthless if they are to be carried out at the cost of so much blood.  In the name of God, and in the name of this suffering people whose cries rise up to heaven more loudly every day, I implore you, I beg you, I order you in the name of God: stop the repression.


	From his last homily – 24 March 1980





B)	We have just heard in the Lord’s gospel that we must not love ourselves more than him; that we must not refrain from plunging into those risks history demands of us, and that those wanting to keep out of danger will lose their lives.  On the other hand, those who surrender to the service of people through love of Christ will live like the grain of wheat that dies.  It only apparently dies.  If it were not to die, it would remain a solitary grain.  The harvest comes because the grain of wheat dies.  The earth allows itself to be sacrificed, to break up; only in being broken does it produce the harvest.





	From an interview with Excelsior newspaper of Mexico – just two weeks before his death:





A)	I have frequently been threatened with death.  I ought to say that, as a Christian, I do not believe in death without resurrection.  If they kill me I will rise again in the people of El Salvador.  I am not boasting, I say it with the greatest humility.  I am bound, as  a pastor, by a divine command to give my life for those whom I love, and that is all Salvadoreans, even those who are going to kill me.  If they manage to carry out their threats, from this moment I offer my blood for the redemption and resurrection of El Salvador.





B)	Martyrdom is a grace from God which I do not believe I deserve.  But if God accepts the sacrifice of my life, then may my blood be the seed of liberty, and a sign that hope will soon become a reality.  May my death, if it is accepted by God, be for the liberation of my people, and as a witness of hope in what is to come.  Can you tell them, if they succeed in killing me, that I pardon and bless those who do it.  But I wish that they could realise that they are wasting their time.  A bishop may die, but the Church of God, which is the people, will never die.





Final prayer





All: 	God grant us the spirit of courage


that we may have the strength to fight injustice


Give us the spirit of challenge


that we may not accept the status quo without question


Give us the spirit of compassion 


that we may see the world from other people’s viewpoint


We ask for the spirit of gentleness


that we may listen to the voice of the poor


Without trampling on their dreams in our rush to action





God grant us your Spirit,


the Spirit of truth, justice and hope 


that we may rest and work in the vision of a new future


where all are linked by the bonds of humanity


not enslaved by the chains of debt and oppression


Amen.








