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Foreword

Archbishop Romero began this diary on March 31, 1978, when he had
headed the see of San Salvador for just over a year. He made his last entry
four days before he was murdered on March 24, 1980. For two of his three
years as archbishop, then, this volume provides a unique look into the life
and thought of one of the outstanding public figures of contemporary
Latin America and one of the Church’s best known and most revered
priests.

The Social and Political Context

The year following Romero’s 1977 installation as archbishop was one of
the most turbulent in the country’s history. The installation itself had been
a hurried and low-keyed affair just two days after the February 20
elections, in which the government candidate for president, Carlos
Humberto Romero, was declared winner despite evidence of massive
fraud. Protests followed, then more repression: the massacre of
demonstrators in the Plaza Libertad on February 28.

[t was also a time of repression directed against the Church. Several
priests had recently been detained, threatened or expelled. Two U.S.
priests had been unceremoniously shoved across the border just before
Romero’s installation. Several other priests (including Ignacio Ellacuria,
S.J.) had been denied reentry into the country that very day. And before
Romero was archbishop for a month, his deeply-admired friend, the Jesuit
Rutilio Grande, was Kkilled.

Avyear later, in 1978, the situation was, if anything, worse. The role of
the Church and the voice of its archbishop were clearly central to the
drama that was being played out daily in El Salvador. It was then that
Romero determined to provide an additional record of his and his staff’s
activities in the fast-moving events of the time—additional, because for all
the detail found in this diary, his recorded talks and homilies comprise
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one of the most dramatic and detailed collections anywhere.

Romero was a well-known preacher long before he came to San
Salvador; he often spoke on the radio. On becoming archbishop, however,
he added to his distinctive homiletic style a new feature—indeed, a news
feature. Because the national media rarely reported and often distorted
the news concerning the popular organizations or the Church and almost
never presented the truth concerning the lengthening litany of human
rights violations in the country, the archbishop took upon himself the task
of informing a public eager to know what was happening.

His Sunday homilies were broadcast nationally by the Church’s
station YSAX, the Voz Panamericana, except when it was bombed off the
air. My own first meeting with the archbishop in June 1977 coincided with
one of these times. I was able to convey a check from the U.S. bishops’
conference to help rebuild the station, which had recently been damaged
by a bomb. My last meeting with him was on March 23, 1980, the day
YSAX returned to the air after a bomb had destroyed it five weeks earlier.
It was the last time YSAX would carry Romero’s voice.

According to listener surveys at the time, seventy-three percent of
the rural population and forty-seven percent of the urban regularly tuned
in to the Mass from the cathedral to hear the homily, which rarely lasted
less than an hour and a half. Romero’s recounting of the hechos de la
semana, “the events of the week,” was a recital of both good and bad news,
of both anuncio and denuncia—proclaiming the Good News of the
liberating gospel and, with the prophets of old, denouncing the evils of the
day.

The Diary

According to James Brockman, S.J., whose Romero: A Life is the
indispensable and so far definitive biography of the archbishop, Romero’s
awareness of the historic importance of what was happening in the
Church of San Salvador impelled him to maintain this other and more
personal record of his pastoral activities. For two years he kept notes on
each day’s meetings, visitors and conversations and then, daily when
possible, used a portable tape recorder to preserve a summary narrative -
of the events and his own thoughts.

This is where the diary is of signal importance. It is not a “diary of the
soul,” not a private record of his spiritual life and personal reflections. But
it does for the first time reveal aspects of Romero’s personality and convey
his most deeply felt views on a range of topics in ways that his public
utterances never could. One cannot know the essential Romero without
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being familiar with his diary.

Itis, of course, also a private document in the sense that some of the
problems and persons that filled his days (and thus this record) were
themselves of a sensitive and confidential nature. It would not have been
appropriate to make public some of the archbishop’s comments and
observations at the time they were recorded, and even today there will be
some who cannot be pleased with the publication of the diary. But itis the
essential Romero, and it provides an unparalleled opening into a drama
that has captured the interest of much of the world beyond tiny El
Salvador.

It was apparently Romero’s intention that more than his own
personal activities be preserved. In his entry for December 11, 1979, he
describes a meeting with his key administrative staff in order to straighten
out the matter of the taped diary. He complains that he had hoped it would
be an account of the life of the archdiocese, recording the activities of the
whole pastoral team, but it was so far “only the views and activities of the
bishop himself.” He observes with typical modesty (but mistakenly, one
must say in hindsight) that it is this fuller history, encompassing the life
of the whole archdiocese, that would be of greatest interest to others in
the future. As it happened, the decision reached at that meeting—that
information from each of the archdiocesan offices should be pulled
together so as to complement the archbishop’s own record—apparently
came to naught.

It's worth observing as a kind of literary footnote that the priest who
agreed to pull together the data from the other offices, Father Rafael
Urrutia, figures in a special way at the beginning and the end of this diary.
The Sunday before Romero began the taping (Easter 1978), he had
conferred the ministry of acolyte on a young seminarian, Rafael Edgardo
Urrutia Herrera; he ordained him to the priesthood the following
November 4. The diary’s final entry, March 20, 1980, mentions Father
Urrutia, who was then chancellor of the archdiocese and part of the core
team.

It may not have been possible, given the speed with which events
were unfolding in the first months of 1980, for Father Urrutia to do much
about the diary project, but it has now fallen to him once again to gather
all the information he can about Oscar Arnulfo Romero. Urrutia is the
postulator of Romero’s cause: that is, the one charged with pursuing the
case for the canonization of the man already acclaimed by many as St.
Romero of the Americas. And it is Urrutia, chancellor once again, who has
authenticated that the published diary is the faithful transcription of the
thirty original cassettes Romero used.

Another key aide of Romero’s whose name hookends the diary,
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appearing in the very first entry and in the last (and often in between), is
Roberto Cuéllar, the young lawyer who directed the archdiocesan human
rights office. The diary’s first entry deals with the human rights issue and
the requests that come to the Church to investigate and denounce the
numerous violations of that era. “We have a small office for human rights,”
Romero tells a group of lawyers and law students on that March 31, “but
it is powerless to deal with the huge number of cases that come in.”

It’s appropriate for the diary to begin on the human rights theme, for
it was this issue and the Church’s response that first drew world attention
to El Salvador. The same praise and the same criticism were to mark the
years following Romero’s death, when his successor and Cuéllar’s, Arturo
Rivera Damas and Maria Julia Hernandez, continued the same gospel
commitment to defending the rights and dignity of human beings.

The Publication of the Diary

As the war escalated in the months following the assassination and the
offices of the archdiocese were themselves targets of attack, copies were
made of the original master tapes of the diary as well as those of the
archbishop’s broadcast homilies and brought for safekeeping to the U.S.
Catholic Conference (USCC) in Washington.

In 1982 John McAward, then of the Unitarian Universalist Service
Committee, brought up to the USCC 153 tapes of the recorded homilies
from May 12, 1977, to March 23, 1980. A little over a year later, Father
James Brockman, who had been working in the San Salvador
archdiocesan offices with the diary and other archival material in
preparation for his life of the archbishop, brought up the thirty diary tapes.
Both sets have been kept in the climate-controlled archives of the USCC.
‘While they no longer represent insurance against the potential
destruction of the master tapes in El Salvador, they are still a prized
resource of the Conference and a symbol of the close relationship
between the two Churches.

To commemorate the tenth anniversary of the assassination in 1990,
the archdiocese of San Salvador published Monsefior Oscar Arnulfo
Romero: Su Diario. At the commemoration that March 24, Archbishop
Rivera Damas raised the matter of an English-language edition of the
diary with both Cardinal Roger Mahony, representative of the USCC, and
Julian Filochowski, director of the British Catholic Fund for Overseas
Development (CAFOD), who had been instrumental in getting the
Spanish edition published.

The USCC undertook the translation and publication and chose St.
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Anthony Messenger Press to be the U.S. publisher. Because the diary is
long and unavoidably repetitive in places, some readers recommended
editing the text to a more manageable size. But Archbishop Rivera urged
(and both the USCC and the publisher fully agreed) that the text should
be published whole lest distortions, however unintentional, result from
trimming.

This insistence on fidelity to the original has guided Dr. Irene B.
Hodgson’s fine translation throughout. It is intentionally a highly literal
rendering, departing from the original chiefly in providing the correct
spelling for a number of foreign names and in breaking into smaller units
some of Archbishop Romero’s often lengthy and elliptical sentences. The
text may not always flow in either language; presumably the archbishop
might have done some further editing himself had he lived. But the
translation here does convey the sound and texture of the spoken tapes.
It is the authentic voice of Oscar Arnulfo Romero.

Thomas E. Quigley
Latin American Affairs
U.S. Catholic Conference
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Introduction

Born in an isolated mountain village in eastern El Salvador in 1917,
Oscar Romero left home at thirteen to study for the priesthood. At the
age of twenty, he was sent to Rome for his theology studies and was
ordained a priest there in 1942. Returning to El Salvador in 1943, he
worked energetically as pastor of the cathedral parish in the San
Miguel diocese until 1967, gaining great renown among the people as
a preacher, newspaper writer and organizer of diverse activities in the
diocese. But he at the same time irritated some of the clergy and other
persons with his demanding and, at times, harsh personality.

The Church and the Council

Deeply devoted to the Church and the papacy from his youth, Romero
watched with interest as the Second Vatican Council, called by Pope
John XXIII, worked from 1962 to 1965 to update the Catholic Church.
The Council prepared a set of documents to be applied to the Church’s
life, and it left an exciting atmosphere of change and development in
the Church. Going back to the Church’s roots, the Council recalled that
the Church is basically God’s people in spite of the institutional form it
has acquired over the ages. The Council reminded the clergy and
hierarchy that they must be servants of the people, not a privileged
class. The Church itself was to be the servant of the world, as God’s
instrument of salvation.

Among the developments that came directly from Vatican II was
the formation of bishops’ conferences in each country (although a few
countries had already formed conferences well before the Council).
The conferences have enabled bishops to formulate a unified course of
action in matters of interdiocesan significance and to speak with a
single voice on national questions. Each bishop, however, remains the
supreme Church authority in his diocese. In 1967, at the age of 50,
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Romero was named secretary of the bishops’ conference of El Salvador
and he moved to San Salvador, the capital city.

In 1970 Romero himself was ordained a bishop, as an auxiliary
bishop of the San Salvador archdiocese. (An auxiliary bishop is an
assistant to the bishop who heads a diocese or archdiocese.) As
auxiliary bishop, Romero served at times as rector of the seminary and
as editor of the Catholic weekly newspaper, besides giving sermons
and talks and performing liturgical functions.

After the close of Vatican II, the bishops of Latin America had
called a meeting of their own to implement its reforms in their area.
Bishops from all the national hierarchies of Latin America met at
Medellin, Colombia, in 1968. Adopting Vatican II's basic ideas that the
Church must be the servant of society and that it must try to
understand the world in order to serve it and proclaim the gospel of
Jesus to it, the Medellin conference recognized that massive and
oppressive poverty was Latin America’s basic reality. They called upon
the Church to work for the people’s liberation from that injustice as
part of the work of human salvation. Within a short time, theologians
were writing on the same theme, and thus was born what came to be
called liberation theology. Liberation theologians have continued to
develop in various ways the theme that salvation involves liberation
from present evils as well as from final damnation.

The Archdiocese of San Salvador eagerly followed the direction of
Vatican II and Medellin, but Romero as auxiliary bishop clearly
disagreed with much that was done in the archdiocese. He avoided the
meetings of the Priests’ Senate and the monthly meetings of the clergy
for discussing and implementing pastoral policies. He accepted the
pronouncements of Vatican II as he understood them but was unwilling
to accept many things that others were saying or doing in the aftermath
of Vatican II and Medellin.

In October 1974 Bishop Romero was appointed to head the small
diocese of Santiago de Maria. It was a largely rural diocese in the
eastern mountains and included his own hometown. Once again he
plunged into the busy pastoral work that had marked his years as a
priest in San Miguel, including visits to parts of his diocese accessible
only by horse or mule. His visits made him more aware of the hardship
and injustice of the Salvadoran peasant’s life. In 1975 the government’s
rural police massacred five peasants in his diocese, and Romero visited
the bereaved families, celebrated the funeral Mass and protested
vigorously in a letter to the president of the republic. His public
comments, however, were more restrained.

In 1976 a timid land-reform law initiated the barest beginning of a
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transformation of the country’s unequal distribution of farmland,
which for generations had kept the peasants in bondage to a few
wealthy owners of huge holdings. The landowners immediately got the
congress to repeal the law. Peasants began to organize to protect their
rights and agitate for reform, even though Salvadoran law denied their
organizations legal recognition. The landowners grew alarmed.

A few rural pastors were showing sympathy for the peasants’
organizing and were preaching about the Church’s social teaching. At
the same time, the archdiocese was encouraging the formation of small
Christian communities among the peasants as a means of furthering
the people’s Christian life. The communities helped make the Church
present in areas that parish priests could barely reach. (In a rural
country where most peasants lived in hamlets of a few families and
farmed the surrounding land, priests often had thousands of
parishioners and dozens or hundreds of hamlets to tend.) But the
landowners viewed the communities as undercover organizing that
threatened their control. By the end of 1976, tensions were high, and
the media were attacking the archdiocese and its priests, especially
some who were working in peasant parishes. Several foreign priests
were expelled from the country in early 1977.

The New Archbishop

The aged archbishop, Luis Chavez, was about to retire and a new
archbishop was to be named. There were at the time only five dioceses
in El Salvador, including the one archdiocese; thus, the archbishop was
automatically the preeminent Church figure in the nation.! Most of the
archdiocesan clergy wanted the new archbishop to be Bishop Arturo
Rivera Damas, an auxiliary of the archdiocese since 1960. In
opposition, El Salvador’s oligarchy of wealthy landowners and
business people wanted an archbishop who would change Archbishop

IDioceses are grouped into ecclesiastical provinces. One of the dioceses is called the
metropolitan see or archdiocese, and its bishop is called the metropolitan or
archbishop. Although he has no authority within the other dioceses in ordinary
governance, he has the responsibility to report abuses occurring in them to Rome. The
other dioceses are called suffragan sees and their bishops are called suffragan bishops.

In El Salvador there is only one ecclesiastical province, but it is not the same thing
as the national bishops’ conference. Its members are the individual dioceses,
whereas the members of the bishops’ conference are the individual bishops,
including auxiliary bishops. Readers of Romero’s diary may find it helpful to bear in
mind that as archbishop he held a special place in the country’s ecclesiastical life and
structure, but he held no special place in the bishops’ conference.
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Chavez’ policies and stop the preaching about social justice and the
rights of the poor. Their preference was Bishop Romero. From his
record and his conservative character they judged that he would meet
their desires. They rejoiced when the Vatican chose Romero.

Less than three weeks after Romero’s installation as archbishop,
gunmen murdered a rural pastor, Father Rutilio Grande, along with a
boy and an old man riding with him in his jeep. Having worked in the
seminary for many years, Grande was well known and highly
respected. Romero regarded him as a friend; it was Grande who had
planned and coordinated the ceremony of Romero’s ordination as a
bishop in 1970.

The murder shocked the country. For generations the
government, the armed forces and the police had served the interests
of El Salvador’s wealthy landowners, who could virtually order the
police to eliminate troublemakers, Grande had publicly denounced the
expulsion of one priest from the country, and his parish was active in
promoting small Christian communities. Past history gave everyone
good reason to think that the landowners and the government were
responsible for the killing. Now the clergy and people of the
archdiocese wanted a strong reaction from the archdiocese and its new
archbishop.

After careful consideration, Romero adopted measures requested
during a day-long clergy meeting. He closed all Catholic schools for
three days of mourning and of reflection on the nation’s situation. He
ordered only one public Mass celebrated in the archdiocese on the
Sunday following Grande’s funeral in the central square before the
cathedral. It turned out to be the largest religious demonstration in the
nation’s history and for many a profound religious experience. But it
also led to a serious clash with the Vatican’s ambassador, the papal
nuncio, who had pressured Romero not to hold the single Mass lest the
government think it provocative. It was the beginning of an enduring
lack of understanding and support on the part of the nuncio.

For the next three years, Romero was a center of conflict.
Disappointed in his performance, the government and the oligarchy
maintained their fierce opposition to him. He in turn held to the course
he had begun, finding that he had the people with him and sure that he
was following his duty as revealed in the gospel and in the teaching of
the Church. Five more priests were murdered after Rutilio Grande
during those three years; Romero himself would be the sixth.
Countless members of the small Christian communities were killed by
military or security forces.

The media attacked Romero relentlessly, calling him a
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communist, a subversive and a madman. He was saddened by the
opposition, the “hardness of heart,” as he said, of so many members of
the upper classes, some of whom had been his friends. But the people
responded to him with their love and support, and he was not
disheartened.

The hardest trial Romero endured was the opposition of his fellow
bishops. Except for Bishop Rivera, the others contested what he was
doing. In some of the meetings of the Salvadoran bishops’ conference
the other four bishops—including even his own auxiliary—fought him
and accused him of causing most of the country’s problems. At least
once he was moved to tears as he talked about the bishops’ opposition.

A Man of Prayer

In one of his letters to Rome, Romero wrote that he had always tried to
do whatever God asked of him, and so he felt he had to act as he did in
the circumstances he found in the archdiocese, especially because of
the persecution of the Church’s priests and small communities. A few
such remarks in his letters, in his sermons and in this diary, plus the
notes from his retreats that have survived and the memories of those
who knew him, give us clues to his inner life, the source of his strength.
Staff members would sometimes see him leave important meetings
where they were discussing what action to take in a crisis, so that he
could go to the chapel to pray. After a while, they would tell him to go
and pray when they could not agree on what advice to give him, judging
that he would make the best decision that way.

In his last weeks he saw that the growing violence and division
would likely lead to his own death. In his last spiritual retreat he wrote:

...] express my consecration to the heart of Jesus, who was
ever a source of inspiration and joy in my life.... I place
under his loving providence all my life, and I accept with
faith in him my death, however hard it be.... For me to be
happy and confident, it is sufficient to know with assurance
that in him is my life and my death, that in spite of my sins
I have placed my trust in him and shall not be disappointed,
and others will carry on with greater wisdom and holiness
the works of the Church and the nation.

Three weeks later an assassin’s bullet struck him as he preached at
Mass. While he was only one of thousands of martyrs in El Salvador in
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recent years, his life was unique. He has often and rightly been called
the voice of the voiceless, one which made known the sufferings and
hopes of his people. He nourished that hope in them during his life and
he continues to do so now.

James R. Brockman, S.J.
Author of Romero: A Life (Orbis Books);
editor-translator of Romero’s The Violence of Love (Harper)
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A Note From the Translator

The three sources with which I worked on this translation are the tapes in
Romero’s own voice, the typed transcription prepared by the archdiocese
and the version published in Spanish.

Before I began, I read as much as 1 could about El Salvador and about
Romero himself, especially Romere: A Life, by James R. Brockman, S.J.
(Orbis, 1990). I traveled to El Salvador in August 1990; I visited Romero’s
little house at the cancer hospital and the chapel where he was shot, as
well as the archdiocesan offices.

Most of the difficulties in translation arise from the spoken nature of
the work. Sometimes he spun out extremely long sentences; other times
he left thoughts and clauses hanging as he changed direction in mid-
sentence. Sometimes he recorded the accounts of two or three days at
once (probably aided by a list of his appointments) with inconsistent verb
tenses. Speaking for an audience who already knew what he was talking
about, he also referred to more details in other documents in “the
files”—the archdiocesan files.

When I met with Jon Sobrino, S.J.,! to ask some questions about an
article of his I was translating, I told him that I was going to translate this
diary. His response was that I could make all the errors I wanted
translating Aids articles, but that I'd better “get Romero right.” [ hope 1
haven’t let Sobrino down.

1 offer thanks to the many people who helped in this project:

to St. Anthony Messenger Press managing editor Lisa
Biedenbach and editor Carol Luebering for their support
and patience;

1Sobrino teaches philosophy at the Universidad Centroamericana José Simeon Cafias in
San Salvador. He worked closely with Archbishop Romero and is the author of
Avrchbishop Romero: Memories and Reflections (Orbis Books, 1990).
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to Susan Harper, Margaret Warminski and especially Carol
for their improvements to the manuscript;

to my friend Bruce Pulliam for his encouragement and the
many hours he spent typing the translated text and keying
corrections into the computer;

to Gail Nurre and Monica Rivera of Xavier University for their
typing efforts;
to Thomas E. Quigley, Latin American Affairs adviser in the

United States Catholic Conference’s Office of International
Justice and Peace, for his review of the manuscript;

to Father James R. Brockman, S.]., Father Jon Sobrino, S.J.,
and others with special knowledge of the Church, the
history of El Salvador and the Spanish used there;

to Monsignor Ricardo Urioste and Maria Julia Hernandez of
the Archdiocesan Human Rights Office and to Conny de
Huezo, Monsignor Urioste’s secretary, for their kindness
and help during my visits to the archdiocesan offices in
August 1990;

to my family and friends and colleagues, who have put up with
me during these long months.

Irene B. Hodgson
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March 1978

Friday, March 31

- @ =
The most important meeting today was one we had with

-
o) |
awyers and law students we had brought together to explain
to them the difficulties the Church encounters and to ask them for legal
help with so many cases of abuses of human rights.

We have a small Legal Aid Office housed in the Externado San José!
that is called Socorro Juridico, but it is powerless in the face of so many
different kinds of cases. And so we suggested to them that they organize
a permanent team of distinguished lawyers and law students the Church
could call on for advice of a legal nature.

Our invitation had been enthusiastically received because almost
twenty people—both lawyers and law students—came. For the specific
names, ask Bachiller2 Roberto Cuéllar, of the Legal Aid Office; he has the
list of those who were invited and those who attended. Among the
concrete ideas that were enthusiastically proposed was that of seeking
amnesty for those who have been detained because of the events at San
Pedro Perulapan.? Next week a petition to this effect will be presented to
the Assembly,? asking for amnesty for them. The idea of helping the Legal
Aid Office was well received. The Office was asked to pull together cases
needing help and to send them to the lawyers present, who offered to
provide help in their own offices as long as it involved routine matters, and
to work together in a collaborative effort when necessary.

Also suggested was the idea of organizing a lawyers’ association that
could be joined by others who had not been invited to the meeting or were

1The Jesuit elementary and secondary school.
2 An honorary title for someone who holds a bachillerato (a bachelor’s degree or,
more often, a pre-university diploma).

3 A town 12 miles east of San Salvador where two weeks of violence during Holy
Week and Easter Week of 1978 left at least six dead, 68 missing, 14 wounded and many
peasants’ homes destroyed.

4The legislative body of El Salvador.
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from other areas in order to create a consulting body as the Church had
requested for its difficulties of a legal nature. It was also suggested
meeting periodically to discuss these matters.

Ithanked them, and told them how satisfied I was with their response
to my appeal and the goodwill they had shown as lawyers with Christian
conscience.

April 1978

@ Saturday, April 1

®@@ As I always do on the first of the month, I preached the Holy

Hour and celebrated Mass in the Divine Providence
Hospital.> After Mass there was an audience that had been requested by
the Confederation of Catholic Schools of the Archdiocese, the Director of
the Colegio® de la Asuncidn, Sister Inés, and of the Colegio Sagrado
Corazén, Mother Nelly Rodriguez.

They informed me that they had met yesterday as well as today to
consider the possibility of demonstrating solidarity with the peasants of
San Pedro Perulapdn and also their solidarity with the appeals made by
the archdiocese for accurate information and other matters on behalf of
the peasants of that place.

I explained to them my concerns about the idea, especially that this
demonstration of Christian, evangelical solidarity might be confused with
the strike being called for the same time by the ANDES teachers’
organization and that I didn’t want the Catholic schools to be manipulated
by ANDES. They told me that they had considered this risk and that there

5Hospital de la Divina Providencia, a hospital for indigent cancer patients where
Romero lived, first in a room off the chapel and later in a little house built for him on the
grounds.

8Elementary or high school.

7TANDES 21 de junio, National Association of Salvadoran Education, a major
teachers’ union.
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were also difficulties within the confederation itself because they were not
all in agreement. I told them that I would leave it to their judgment and
would appreciate if they would not bring my name into their discussions.

Afterward they were going to meet again, later in the evening, and I
did not learn that day what the results of their deliberations were.

O Sunday, April 2

At eight o’clock, as usual, I celebrated Mass in the cathedral,
always filled to overflowing with the faithful, who extended all
the way to the park in front. I read, with a few comments, the statement
from the archdiocese about the events at San Pedro Perulapdn, which can
be found in its entirety in the archdiocesan files.

The main theme of my comments was related to the biblical readings
on the theme: “The risen Christ lives and he lives in his community of
Christians on this earth.”

Ifirst explained the characteristics of the risen Christ according to St.
Thomas: Lord and God, messenger and instrument of the redemption of
humankind. His greeting of peace is the synthesis of the gift that the
Father sent us in Christ; that is, salvation. I presented the Risen One also
as the object of our hope as the Church makes its pilgrimage through life,
always desiring the encounter with that Christ who is to return.

My second point was to explain the characteristics of the Christian
community that carries the spirit of Christ in the world. The Gospel tells
us how the resurrected Christ sent the Church in the same way that the
Father had sent him, and that by breathing on the new Church, like God
in paradise breathing on Adam’s clay, he inspired in it the new life that the
Church has to bring to the world: “Receive the holy Spirit” [John 20:22].
The characteristics of that community are in the first reading from the
Acts of the Apostles, which says that the multitude all lived together and
shared with each other; that it was a community where prayer abounded,
where the members came together in the breaking of bread and lived in
great hope.

I explained that these were indications of what the Church should be
like, the community that follows Christ and is the presence of Christ in
this world, the saving mission of Christ. A community of life that grows
and a community where life finds salvation. The Book of Acts says it this
way: “...[E]very day the Lord added to their number those who were being
saved” [Acts 2:47]. A community of life that showed its communion by
mutually sharing together the goods of the Lord; even the goods of the
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earth were put at the service of all. A community of life for its increasing
repute under the authority of the apostles.

But, secondly, it was principally a faith community, and this is what
distinguishes the Church from any other social group or human
organization. I emphasized this because the Church should not be
confused with other organisms and be falsely accused, as it is now when
it is accused of being responsible for violence. I told them that this
community of faith and of the Spirit had to be a community in conformity
with the teachings of the apostles, a community of prayer and a
community nourished with the sacraments and, finally, an eschatological
community that lives, then, the hope of something beyond.

At three in the afternoon I had been invited by the Salesian Sisters to
the Colegio Maria Auxiliadora, where they were having an oratorio for the
girls. They had prepared a group of young people for Confirmation and
the Mass was very beautiful. The music vibrated with a unique
enthusiasm. When the time came for the Gospel, I explained to them that
the breath of Jesus was on the community: It was the Spirit of God given
to those who would believe in Jesus Christ. I explained Confirmation to
them—the rite and its meaning. And I administered to them this
sacrament of the Holy Spirit. There were about forty young women who
had been prepared to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation this
afternoon.

In the evening, at six-thirty, in Colonia® Miramonte, in the parish
Church of the Resurrection—they are celebrating the patronal feast of
this parish named for the Resurrection of the Lord—the parish
community came in great numbers, filling the church. The Augustinian
Fathers and other priests of the vicariate of this part of the city
concelebrated Mass with me.

I preached on the Gospel and made reference to the empty tomb of
the risen Jesus and to the sealed tomb of Father Alfonso Navarro,® who
just last year, in this very celebration, had showed such a pastor’s
enthusiasmin a parish that bears witness to the resurrection of Christ. His
tomb was sealed after he was murdered, one of two priests shot dead this
last year. His sealed tomb could be perceived as a failure of the
redemption and resurrection of Christ and yet it is a sign of hope. Our
dead will be raised and the tombs of our dead that today are sealed by the
triumph of death will one day also be like that of Christ—empty tombs.
Christ’s empty tomb is a sign of the final victory, of redemption realized.
Until then, we must struggle, we must work so that the message of that

8 A word used to describe different neighborhoods or parts of a city.
9Shot in his rectory, along with a 14-year-old boy, on May 11, 1977.
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empty tomb of Christ may enlighten all our work on earth with hope until
the fulfillment of the Lord’s redemption.

After Mass the community of the parish of Miramonte had prepared
a light meal for all of those at Mass—a wonderful experience of the family
feeling of the parish. The Augustinian Fathers who run this parish are to
be commended because they have worked with enthusiasm and continue
to work toward a model parish community.

Monday, April 3

9)"\?.
O
The Bishops’ Conference of El Salvador called an urgent

6\."/0- meeting. My first i i invitati
g. My first impulse was not to go, since the invitation
arrived only on Monday morning. I was advised to go, however, and I did
because it had to do with the matter of the letter from the priests to the
nuncio,!% and I could, therefore, by going give an opinion in defense of
the priests.

As I expected, when [ arrived at the meeting, I found that everything
had already been decided prior to the meeting. Bishop Rivera’s telegram
saying that he could not come because of a meeting in Guatemala and
asking them to wait since the topic required a meeting at which all the
bishops would be present was not heeded, even though I seconded
Bishop [Arturo] Rivera’s request. With the vote, naturally, four bishops
against my one vote, the meeting was held. I also protested that the
document to be discussed had been prepared in advance. They told me
that there was always a draft document presented, but I could see that it
was not just a draft, since it was not discussed. Rather they began right
away to sign it in spite of my giving my reasons against it.

My reasons were these: The priests have written a letter to the
nuncio, so what should happen now is that the nuncio should invite the
priests to talk with him. Another reason is that the document of the
bishops against the priests accuses them of offending the Holy See. I
made a distinction between the Holy See—mainly the person of the pope
with whom these priests feel themselves united in the faith—and the
person of the nuncio who represents the pope but does not always do so
effectively. In order to show this, I pointed out some things that have

10 A letter to the papal representative, Emanuele Gerada, signed by 200 or so priests and
religious, criticizing the nuncio for disagreeing with Romero’s policies and openly
supporting “a repressive and unjust government.”
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made the nuncio an unpopular figure both here and in Guatemala.!!
Another reason is that the document written by the priests should itself
be analyzed, not just to criticize the composition or the inadequacy of
expression, but rather to see concretely what the nuncio has done to
cause them to say that his witness is less than Christian. The priests
should not be accused without a hearing, and it seems to me that
publishing this document will only foment division among the bishops,
since I would not agree to sign it.

In spite of all of these reasons, the document was already being
passed around so that the four bishops could sign it: Bishop Aparicio,
president of the Conference; Bishop Barrera, bishop of Santa Ana; Bishop
Alvarez, bishop of San Miguel; and Bishop Revelo, auxiliary bishop of San
Salvador.

The document was approved, and I was subjected to many false
accusations by the other bishops. I was told that my preaching is
subversive, violent; that my priests provoke a climate of violence among
the peasants; and that we should not complain about the abuses that the
authorities are committing. The archdiocese was accused of interfering in
the other dioceses, causing division among the priests and pastoral unrest
in other dioceses. The archdiocese was accused of sowing confusion in
the seminary, and they said that it was urgent that the archdiocesan
offices leave the building of the San José de la Montafia Seminary.!2 And
other caluminous and false accusations to which I preferred not to
respond.

It has been a bitter day because of this event and I lament that the
division among the bishops will be worsened by this step, which seems to
me not to be very wise.

11 At that time Archbishop Emanuele Gerada was nuncio for both countries.

12The archdiocesan offices occupied space in the building which housed the major
seminary serving all the dioceses of El Salvador.
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@ Tuesday, April 4

%@ I give personal thanks to God because today is the thirty-sixth
anniversary of my ordination as a priest in Rome,

The meeting of the clergy was held. The topic for study was base
communities.’® It was presented by Father Jesiis Delgado, structuring it
as a consultation for the Latin American Bishops’ Conference to be held
in Puebla next October.

The second part was an explanation of and information about what
happened Holy Week and Easter in San Pedro Perulapan and in parts of
the archdiocese, where the repressive governmental forces have done
many things to destroy the tranquility of the villages and the dignity of
human rights.

On our side, we have published a statement commenting on this
situation and expressing our solidarity with the people who are suffering.

Some parish priests brought catechists, peasants who have lived
through these tragic hours of a terribly bloody and repressive Holy Week.

It was agreed to send to Rome on behalf of all the clergy and women
religious present there a vote of solidarity with the archbishop to
counteract the document of the bishops who, at their meeting, insulted
the Archbishop of San Salvador and have attacked him in their statement,
which is to be published.

In the afternoon an interview with a Swedish journalist and a
conversation with Father Jestis Delgado on many topics relating to the
Bishops’ Conference and the archdiocese.

o O} Wednesday, April 5

o o As we do every Wednesday, we had a study breakfast with
representatives of the Priests’ Senate!4 and members of the
Justice and Peace Commission. Today’s consultation centered around the
document published by the bishops in support of the nuncio, Archbishop
Gerada, because of a letter addressed to him by some priests and nuns
calling his attention to what they see as an anti-Christian witness in his
actions. The bishops, in their document, express their solidarity with the
nuncio and, to some extent, insult the priests a little. I explained in the

13Small groups who meet regularly, usually under lay leadership, to explore Scripture
and its relationship to their lives.

14 An advisory body representing the priests of the archdiocese.
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meeting what I had said about this to the bishops and why I did not sign
this declaration.

My reasons were these: In the first place, because the meeting of
Monday, April 3, called urgently by the conference, did not seem right to
me. Bishop Rivera of Santiago de Maria was not present and, in spite of the
fact that in his telegram he asked them to wait for him, they would not
accede to his request and voted against it. As for me, [ agreed with Bishop
Rivera’s request and voted for it. But since the other four wanted to hold
the meeting, my vote seemed very small compared to those four: Bishops
Aparicio, Barrera, Alvarez and Revelo.

In the second place, I asked that we discuss the appropriateness of
publishing, at a time so given to division, a statement that would cause an
even greater division of opinion in our Church and that would make the
bishops look bad, given the present atmosphere. Bishop Revelo answered
that he did not care about the atmosphere, but only about carrying out his
duty.

Another of my reasons was that, before making a statement against
the priests, it seemed to me only fair to hear and talk with them and, if it
were possible, to have the nuncio present so that things could be cleared
up first there and that then perhaps it would not be necessary to do
anything further.

Another of my reasons was that a dispassionate analysis of the letter
from the priests and religious to the nuncio perhaps would not find it
merited this condemnation, for it would require analyzing the facts
referred to in the letter—{facts that seem to indicate rather that the nuncio
should think about how to provide a more Christian witness. And |
referred specifically to those facts, principally to his having supported
Father [Rogelio] Esquivel,!® knowing that he was going against the
opinion and pastoral line of his bishop.

Bishop Aparicio took advantage of this occasion to say that what I
defended in the priests against the nuncio was the same thing I was doing
with the dioceses of El Salvador; that my preaching was violent,
subversive; that it was dividing the clergy and the dioceses; that the
priests now looked more to the archdiocese than to their own bishops.

I do not remember how many more accusations he made that were
also supported by my brothers: Bishop Barrera, who also called my
preaching violent; Bishop Alvarez, who took the opportunity to voice his
disagreement with me; and the strangest part was that Bishop Revelo,
recently named my auxiliary bishop, also took the opportunity to say he
disagreed with my approach. He said I was not infallible when I explained

15A priest Romero had removed from pastoral office.
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that my orientation was precisely that outlined by the documents of the
Council [Vatican II], the recent encyclicals of the popes and Medellin.16
According to Bishop Revelo, I could be wrong in the application of those
documents and that, therefore, he was not obliged to agree with this
approach.

I preferred to remain silent for the rest of the meeting since the
document that was published was only read one time and there was no
opportunity for clarification. Rather, it was signed in this rather tense
atmosphere, which only confirmed for me what I said at the beginning:
“This has all been arranged in advance.”

Then the advisors at breakfast this morning gave me their opinions.
They thought it better for me not to issue any clarification, that the
absence of my signature from the signatures of the other bishops was
testimony enough and that everyone thought that the letter published by
the bishops in support of the nuncio would rather arouse curiosity about
the letter, which many have not seen and would therefore require them to
see what the clergy thinks of the nuncio. And, also that the letter itself is
badly written—it even refers to personal accusations against the priests
that have nothing to do with the matter—and that the letter itself will be
more likely to defame the nuncio and the hierarchy itself. “It is a shame,”
they said, “for this action even further to divide Catholics who were
already divided.” And that if I wanted to issue a clarification, it would be
better to write to the bishops’ conference and send a copy to the nuncio
and to the Holy See explaining my reasons for not signing and describing
in it how the process took place. The same thing could be asked of Bishop
Rivera, to write a separate letter expressing his unhappiness with the
meeting in which it was agreed to write this letter of support to the nuncio.

After the meeting, this morning at nine o’clock I was in the Externado
San José in the Legal Aid Office, where there were several lawyers and law
students gathered to sign the petition for amnesty that they later took to
the legislative assembly on behalf of the men and women arrested
because of the events in San Pedro Perulapan.

I was very glad that the lawyers and law students took this occasion
to strengthen even more their desire to stay united, to meet frequently, to
study legal problems together and support the needs of our people,
especially those of the poor. Specifically, they promised to study and
analyze the Law for the Defense of Public Order!7 and prove that it is

16The Second General Conference of Latin American Bishops, held in Medellin,
Colombia, in 1968.

17 Enacted in November 1977 and immediately criticized because of the restrictions
it placed on political activity and because it gave wide powers to the security forces to
detain suspects. It was finally repealed in 1979.
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unconstitutional. They will meet next Monday at seven o’clock in the
evening in the same place to decide on the frequency of their meetings
from then on and the way in which they will proceed.

Afterward in the chancery?8 there was a series of very interesting
meetings, such as that of the Ricaldone missionary group, which includes
several students from that Salesian school and women students from the
Colegio de la Asuncion,

Mother Lidia Valle also came, who is currently assistant mother
superior of the Congregation of the Oblate Sisters of Divine Love, and she
explained to me several problems that congregation has.

Another interview was with Ingeniero!® Galvan, who contributes in
an exemplary fashion to the organization of the diocesan curia.2’ He told
me about some different situations related to the Caritas?! Commission,
which do not sound very good and which we will have to look at more
closely, as well as some projects on the social communication of the
archdiocese. It seems that our programming on YSAX22 is widely received
but is not enough to neutralize the growing feeling against the Church.
According to him, we must try for shorter programs, broadcast often
during the day so that they reach into those spheres where the longer
programs are not listened to and which have wrong ideas about the
Church.

Today the letter from the bishops (Aparicio, Barrera, Alvarez and
Revelo) to the nuncio, denouncing the priests who wrote demanding that
he take a more evangelical position, appeared in the newspapers. The
publication of this letter has caused a very negative reaction against the
bishops, as it is considered an imprudent demonstration of the lack of
unity, since the letter was not signed by Bishop Rivera, who was not at the
meeting, or by me, since I did not agree with its publication.

As usual on Wednesdays, I was interviewed today on the radio. This
time it centered around the events in San Pedro Perulapan and some
questions posed by YSAX listeners.

18The archdiocesan offices.

19 A title used for one who holds a degree in engineering.

20 Administrative offices.

21'The main social assistance group of the Church in most Latin American countries.
22The archdiocesan radio station.
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Thursday, April 6

./(’.b\‘z
After breakfast, I left with Father Leopoldo Deras for San Juan

\" O Opico, where I turned over the parish to Father Jorge Salinas,
who had been in Tacachico. He will now have to administer the parishes
of both Opico and Tacachico. After the inauguration Mass we had an
interesting meeting with the catechists, celebrants of the word and others
who cooperate in the parish life in that fervent parish of San Juan Opico.
On a personal level, I was especially moved to find myself in the birthplace
of my bishop, Bishop Juan Antonio Duefias y Argumedo, and of my
brother in the priesthood, good friend and companion, Bishop Rafael
Valladares, who was auxiliary bishop of San Salvador when he died.

Afterward we went to San Rafael Cedros, where Father Deras had a
great number of people gathered all the way from the entrance of the town
to the church. In church, I officiated at the Confirmation of some forty
children, a ceremony held during Mass, at which all of us present
renewed our Confirmation vows.

I also talked with groups from ecclesial base communities and with
the sewing academy that is producing much fruit there in San Rafael
Cedros.

In the afternoon, after San Rafael Cedros, we went to Santiago de
Maria, where I talked with Bishop Rivera, particularly about the
disagreeable incident of the publication of the letter from the bishops to
the nuncio. This and other subjects that concern us a great deal as pastors
in this divided atmosphere of the bishops’ conference filled nearly an hour
of conversation. Afterward he invited us to stay for dinner, and I left very
late. To top it off, we had a flat tire on the road and did not arrive at my
residence until about eleven o’clock.

@% Friday, April 7

% @ Among the many visitors who arrived at the archdiocese, I
want to single out the Vincentian Fathers, gathered here from

all their Central American houses, who came to express to me their
solidarity and offer me their prayers in the difficult service of the
archdiocese.

Also, a group of women students, with a professor, who brought tape
recorders to interview me on various matters relating to the situation of
the Church in this country and its mission among us. The young women
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showed great interest in questions that worry many Salvadorans today.
With God’s grace, I believe that I was able to answer and to let these young
people see the message of the Church.

Lunch was at Don Pepe Siman’s?3, where there was also an
Englishman, Mr. Julian [Filochowski], who brought a letter and a special
greeting from the Cardinal of England [Basil Hume], which showed a
very pastoral, very affectionate solidarity. His words are a message of
great encouragement for me. I asked him to take back to the Cardinal of
England my fraternal embrace, my appreciation and a promise to write
him very soon.

The opportunity has been offered me, possibly in June, to speak in
England and to travel to other countries of Europe to explain the situation
of our Church. The conversation with this Catholic gentleman who has
traveled through many countries of Latin America and who knows all of
our problems was very encouraging to me and provided me with some
guidance. He told me that, just as my situation is very difficult in El
Salvador, so there are bishops in other Latin American countries in very
similar situations: Many times neither their brother fellow bishops nor the
people around them understand them and the commitment which the
gospel and the present teaching of the Church ask of pastors. T hope, then,
to be faithful to this teaching, and I pray for all my brother bishops faced
with similar difficulties.

From four p.m. until about six-thirty or seven, I was with the major
seminarians?4 of the archdiocese discussing different topics, and we
ended with a celebration of the Holy Eucharist in which we meditated in
the light of God’s word.

In the evening, finally, I went to the Colegio de la Asunciéon, where
women religious from Guatemala, Nicaragua and El Salvador have been
meeting this week to review their work and the spirit of their congregation
in their communities. After Mass, which was celebrated with great
devotion, we had dinner together and shared our thoughts on the
situation of our three neighboring countries: Guatemala, Nicaragua and
El Salvador.

23José “Pepe” Simdn, prominent businessman and president of the archdiocesan Justice
and Peace Commission.

24Students in advanced training for the priesthoood.
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o O Saturday, April 8

o) o A visit to the town of Dulce Nombre de Maria in the

department® of Chalatenango, arranged with the Oblate
Sisters of the Sacred Heart, who work in that city and have some problems
locally. Nevertheless, my arrival there and my visit were very moving
experiences for me: the meeting in the town, the celebration of Mass, the
meeting we had later with the celebrants of the word, catechists and other
groups active in the Church. It is a community that gives real hope, a
community that is alive. The Carmelite Missionary Sisters and members
of the neighboring community of La Laguna, also in the department of
Chalatenango, were present as well. These communities also participated
in the meeting we had at the end of my visit, a little before lunch.

It seemed to me that the problem the sisters had with some people in
the town was automatically solved, given the enthusiasm of all the other
Catholics of the town and of the little villages who showed their support
for the sisters who had called them together.

A disagreeable detail when I entered the town was the aggressive
posture of a member of the National Guard, who only got out of the middle
of the street when the crowd that accompanied me at that time was very
near. I noticed how surprised people, especially the children, were by this
gesture, and I could easily see that they are planting seeds in Dulce
Nombre de Maria of what they call “a psychological war.” I saw this in the
people who arrived from the smali villages—akind of fear, worse because
they had circulated a rumor that I was going to come with some guerillas
and they tried to dissuade the people from going to participate in the
ceremony and the meetings that we had planned.

Sunday, April 9

Mass, as always, at eight o’clock in the cathedral, with a
homily on the theme of the feast of the Paschal Mystery. I
discussed the Jewish origin of the Paschal feast and how Christ, at
Passover time, achieved the redemption and so the mystery of the death,
resurrection and ascension of Christ was called the Paschal Mystery and,
later, the Christian Pasch or Easter. The readings of the day give these
characteristics of the Paschal Mystery: It is a mystery of liberation. Christ

25 Departamento, a territorial division equivalent to a province or a state.
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through his Paschal Mystery redeems us from sin, from death, from hell
and from every kind of slavery. [ pointed out that Christian liberation is
more complete and deeper than any other liberation that is merely
political, social or economic.

The second thing I pointed out was the sacramental nature, the
sacrament, of the Church of Christ, and thus a hidden presence of the
Lord, but a true presence with all of its grace and its redeeming power in
the Church. The passage about the disciples at Emmaus points out this
hidden nature of Christ and how he is present on humankind’s
pilgrimage.

The third characteristic of our Paschal Mystery is its communitarian
and ecclesial aspect. It is a mystery that creates a Church that is
communion. And finally, its eschatological nature. In this Sunday’s
readings this eschatological aspect is evident when Christ reproaches the
disciples at Emmaus, who were sad because they expected a very
temporal liberation, and he teaches them through the prophets that it was
necessary to suffer and enter through that suffering into the glory that is
the ultimate goal of Christian liberation.

The cathedral seemed fuller today than on previous Sundays.

In the afternoon, invited by the Parish of the Divine Providence in the
Colonia Atlacatl, I went to celebrate Mass and to share in the celebration
of the anniversary of the Legion of Mary in that parish, where the
Redemptorist Fathers are in charge.

@@% Monday, April 10

% As I do every Monday, I have given precedence to meetings
with priests. I talked with Father [Rafael] Palacios, who
informed me about his work in the ecclesial base communities and his
work of motivating group pastoral work in the city of Santa Tecla. His
news is very comforting, and I hope that this difficult task will progress if,
trusting in the Lord, we work to unite the diverse sectors of that parish or
of those parishes that are already well supplied with priests, women
religious, Catholic schools and laypeople who are already well prepared.
With Father Rafael Moreno [S.].] we also talked about problems

having to do with the social communication of the archdiocese. Father
Abdén Arce, from the Diocese of Santiago de Maria, paid me a visit to
invite me to the fortieth anniversary of his ordination as a priest.
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At night, an interesting talk with Father [Juan] Herndndez Pico [S.].],
with whom we are preparing a pastoral letter on faith and politics, on
which all of the advisory committee with which we meet on a weekly basis
are working. Besides the work on the pastoral letter, we spoke of some
very important topics relating to the pastoral work in our archdiocese and
in Latin America in general, especially about its perspective on the Third
Latin America Bishops’ Conference in Puebla.26

o O Tuesday, April 11

) I celebrated Mass in the morning in the Colegio de la

Asuncion with the students studying for their bachillerato. 1
took the opportunity to introduce myself and tell them that I was glad to
meet them personally this way since they had heard, undoubtedly, about
the two different images of the archbishop that are presented in San
Salvador. For some, he is the cause of all evil, a monster of evil; for others,
thank God—for the simple people, especially—I am the pastor. “And how
I wish you had been witnesseses to the reception they give my word and
my presence, especially in the very small towns!”

Iintroduced myself, then, as pastor and gave them the message I give
everywhere, applied, naturally, to the particular situation of the Colegio de
la Asuncién. And I spoke to them in this way, developing these three
concepts: the young woman, the woman, the Christian woman, using
each of these categories to ask them to be the true hope of the Church, of
their family, of their country. According to what the director of the school,
Mother Inés, told me later, the comments were very favorable and a good
impression was left at the school.

Later I went by Mr. [Adolfo] Rey Prendes’s house, where some
members of the Christian Democratic Party had invited me to have
breakfast and talk with me about their political perspective and about our
Church. It was a very enriching dialogue, in which I had the opportunity
to clarify once again the mission of the Church, which must not be
confused in any way with a political party—even though they sometimes
try to achieve similar objectives like social justice, political participation of
all citizens, etc. They also made some very insightful comments to me

26 Originally scheduled for October 1978, the conference was postponed because of the
deaths of Pope Paul VI and Pope John Paul I. It convened in Puebla, Mexico, in January
1979.
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about how a Church can be truly autonomous, independent of all political
hue.

In the archdiocese I found the priests and laity of the Vicariate? of
Cuscatldn and of the Commission of Laity meeting in order to discuss how
better, as Church, to serve this sector of the department of Cuscatldn,
which is being so tormented by military operatives, by ORDENZ8 and by
other political elements that try to repress any demonstration against the
regime in power.

It was agreed to develop as a mission of the Church a campaign to
calm people down and also to help in an impartial way with all the needs
of that sector of the archdiocese. We can take the opportunity to organize
the aid commissions in all the parishes and towns and small villages. That
can be a beginning for the parish committees of Caritas.

In the afternoon representatives of the board of the Confederation of
Catholic Schools visited me to inform me about the meeting they had this
last Saturday, called by the bishop who is president of the Education
Commission, Bishop Aparicio. According to them, Bishop Aparicio
intended to remove the current board and to single them out because of
the letter that the board of the Federation had sent to the nuncio—along
similar lines as the letter from the priests asking the nuncio to have amore
evangelical attitude. It seems the session was very stormy, and there were
very serious complaints against Bishop Aparicio and his less-than-
pastoral attitudes. One of these is his suspension of ten priests for signing
the letter against the nuncio, a suspension that has caused a good deal of
disturbance in the whole country, principally in the Diocese of San
Vicente.

In between, there were different visits of a personal nature that kept
me busy all day.

21 A sub-unit of a diocese.

Z8Democratic Nationalist Organization, the government’s antisubversive paramilitary
organization, composed mostly of peasants.
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9)”\0_ Wednesday, April 12

Besides the private audiences, it has been a very transcendent
day. The breakfast meeting with the Justice and Peace
Commission and with representatives of the Priests’ Senate turned out to
be very interesting; its theme was the confusion that could arise between
the Church and the BPR, the Popular Revolutionary Bloc, because many
people from the Bloc have taken refuge in the seminary in these times of
persecution, principally in the department of Cuscatlan. The criticism has
been made that many from the Bloc have taken advantage of this situation
to make the seminary a kind of general headquarters for their activities.
They said that when there was a large group gathered in the seminary,
those of the Bloc had planned the occupation of the cathedral and the
embassies that has filled today’s news. We discussed at length the need to
clarify the position of the Church, for it is always obligated to give aid to
those who are persecuted and to be the voice of the voiceless, but we must
clearly separate the mission that is purely of the Church from any partisan
aspect, especially if it has a revolutionary nature.

We discussed also the rumors we hear about a committee that will go
to Rome planning to give a negative report about the archbishop with the
intention of having him removed. I was advised that it would be useful to
go to Rome to report personally, making use of intermediaries who know
that atmosphere well (and specific mention was made of the Curia of the
Society of Jesus), and to be sure also that other religious and laypeople
will give testimony favorable to the pastoral work of the archdiocese in
order to neutralize the official reports of the nunciature and the powerful
information from the government and the capital.

I spent the greater part of the afternoon at the minor seminary.2® We
had agreed to have a meeting and it turned out to be very interesting, since
the young men who are studying for the bachillerato love their vocation a
great deal and are closely linked as well to the concerns of the people and
of our Church. In responding to their questions and in my summary, in the
meeting as well as in the Mass we had at the end, I spoke to them about
the beauty of a vocation lived thus in obedience to God’s call, and, because
of that, the efforts to become holy and live united with God. And, on the
other hand, from God, from that contemplation of God, to manage to
reflect God’s thought toward so complicated and difficuit a people as the
one that they will have to guide spiritually when they are priests—or even
if they do not become priests, as laypeople who had the chance to form
themselves, even if only for a few years, in the seminary.

29 A preparatory school for aspirants to the priesthood.
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Atnightwe had a report from the committees that have been working
to provide information and aid to the victims of the situations in Perulapan
and in the department of Cuscatlan. It also turned out to be a very
animated meeting in which there was honest recognition of errors, but
also one in which a program of assistance and justice for the archdiocese
was planned for even when this emergency is over. There was talk already
about formally creating a Vicariate of Solidarity,30 but for now, it is only a
solidarity committee.

Today we also had a meeting with the leaders of the Popular
Revolutionary Bloc. To represent the Church, the Vicar General3! went
with me, the priest in charge of social communication and some
laypeople, specifically, from the emergency or solidarity committee that
works in the area where problems have occurred. It was about the
occupation of the cathedral and the embassies, what their goals are and
how they will respect the role of the Church and not confuse the two,
although the Church is providing help. It is not aiding the Popular
Revolutionary Bloc as such, but because from a Christian perspective, the
Church, like a Good Samaritan, has tried to help everyone in need, of
whatever stripe. In this sense, we begged them to continue, and have their
followers continue, to respect the autonomy of the Church and not to use
it in any way to advance their own ends.

For its side the Church promised to continue aiding them and all who
need help because their human rights are abused. Specifically, they asked
to use the premises of the archdiocese for a meeting with the
ambassadors of the occupied embassies; they were advised to try for a
diplomatic location, where the diplomats could feel more at ease. If they
could not get one, they could, as a service offered impartially by the
Church, use the premises of the diocesan curia for such a dialogue.

30Modeled after the human rights agency of this name in the Archdiocese of Santiago,
Chile, created in 1976.

31 Monsignor Ricardo Urioste.
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@@@) Thursday, April 13

% This morning the leaders of the Popular Revolutionary Bloc
are waiting at the chancery for the response of the

ambassadors of the embassies occupied by the Bloc, so as to explain to
them their situation and what they want. It mainly has to do with getting
the ambassadors to influence the government to withdraw its military
forces from their villages so that they can return to their homes and geton
with cultivating their lands. They need to do that now, for winter is already
approaching. They also have occupied the cathedral with this same goal:
to call the attention of the people of the city of San Salvador to that
situation. They will also ask that the ambassadors make known to their
governments and, through their governments around the world, the
Salvadoran situation.

Since they have asked for mediation, the archdiocese has committed
the auxiliary bishop, Bishop Revelo, to represent the Church. According
to conversations by telephone, Bishop Revelo would be present at one in
the afternoon, the time at which the ambassadors were going to meet with
the representatives of the Bloc at the chancery.

The situation of those who occupy the cathedral is rather difficult
since the National Police have surrounded the cathedral and are blocking
all access. And in the cathedral there are many people, among them
women and children, who will suffer greatly if they do not get food. On its
part, the archdiocese has issued a bulletin to express its position on the
situation—a situation of anguish, to which the archdiocese has responded
in a spirit of genuinely impartial charity. It has said that the situation in the
cathedral is serious and it asks, above all, that the presence of women and
children be taken into consideration. This bulletin has also denied the
rumor being circulated that there will be a Mass today at five o’clock in the
cathedral. The archbishop has not been told about this, nor has he called
or authorized any Mass. It does call on the authorities and those in charge
to normalize the situation without violence.

This morning I also had a meeting with the team preparing the
pastoral letter that I want to have ready for Pentecost, which will be titled:
“Faith, the Church and Political Commitment,” since it urges needed
clarification of our situation, which is so politically sensitive and where
there is so much danger of confusing true faith with political action. The
need, then, of clarifying these points has made it essential for me to
prepare, with a team that is intelligent, united and enthusiastic, some
norms that will serve as guidelines for our people.

In the evening we prepared a recording with the seminarians that will
be broadcast tomorrow on the Young People’s Program, which will be



38 m THE DIARY

especially directed to next Sunday’s theme, which is World Day of Prayer
for Vocations. Very sensibly, the team responsible for this program has
gotten the views of two seminarians about their priestly vocation, of a
woman religious about her vocation and of a married man to point out also
to the young people that marriage is a Christian vocation. The recording
ends with choral recitation of the prayer that the pope composed and has
published at the end of his message for the Day for Vocations next
Sunday.

o O Friday, April 14

o o In the morning, a great deal of activity with the Commiittee for

Information and Aid that has been organized around the
situation of San Pedro Perulapan and of the department of Cuscatlan.
There are problems with the group that is occupying the seminary, or
rather, the parish house of San José de la Montaiia, since they do not want
to accept the authority of the Aid Committee. It seems that, controlled by
the Popular Revolutionary Bloc, they are trying to turn this occupation
into a center of operations for their political activities.

‘We pointed this out to them, since the Church does not want to be
identified with any activity of a purely partisan nature, but rather serve
those who need it with the Church’s own charity, which is that of the
gospel. We have managed, on the other hand, to convince the faithful to
keep a distance from whatever political side or group or organization in
order to be able, as the institutional Church, to serve all who need its
message and its salvation. This has served to purify our service with a
true sense of Church.

I had meetings with several priests, since they are arriving from all
over the country for the meeting called by the priests’ cooperative32 that
was to be held in the parish of San José de la Montafia, but that, out of
prudence (given the police vigilance there), it was agreed it would be
better to move it to the parish of Cristo Redentor, at the end of Escalon
Street. At noon, worried about the Christians occupying the cathedral and
especially about the parish priest of the cathedral, Monsignor Modesto
Lopez, we debated about what could be done, since they are surrounded
by the police and they are not letting anyone in, not even to take them
food.

32 A buyers’ co-op which purchased in bulk for the parish.
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A committee of teachers from ANDES asked for the Church’s help,
since they have food for these people but cannot figure out how to get it
to them. It seemed to me to be prudent to go first to speak with Monsignor
Lépez. I was accompanied by the auxiliary bishop, Bishop Revelo, but at
the corner of the cathedral facing the National Palace we ran into a
lieutenant, the one who commands the operation that has the cathedral
surrounded, and he told us that he was very sorry but that we could not go
in without his first communicating with the ministry or with his
commanders. He had me wait in the sun almost—over half an hour. When
I saw that it was taking so long, I told him that I was very sorry but that
was leaving and that it would better if I came back in the afternoon.

The same thing happened when we went to the door of the cathedral
rectory. I wanted a policeman who guarded that entrance to let me go in,
but that was not possible either. Because of this, I was only able to talk
with Monsignor Lopez on the telephone and assure myself that
everything was all right with him and also that nothing new had happened
to those who had taken refuge in the cathedral, or rather, those who had
occupied the cathedral.

Bishop Revelo went this afternoon to meet with the president of the
republic [General Carlos Humberto Romero] after having talked with me,
to explain to him that the concrete request being made of him was to
guarantee to the peasants who are occupying the cathedral or who are
fleeing from their villages that they can go back, that they will find a
peaceful atmosphere and be able to begin to work after being obliged to
flee. The president agreed and said that, if they left the cathedral in small
groups and let him know when they would leave, he would immediately
withdraw the army or the police. He also said that he would guarantee to
these people a peaceful return to the villages they are from.

At the same time, in the afternoon, the ambassadors of the embassies
occupied by the Popular Revolutionary Bloc—that is, the embassies of
Panama, Venezuela, Costa Rica and Switzerland—talked with the
negotiating team from the Bloc. The Bloc presented the objectives that
had led them to these occupations. In the first place, they want a peaceful
return to their villages and therefore the withdrawal of all military forces
and an end to all activity causing violence in their lives in the villages.
Second, they asked that the prisoners taken as a result of these military
operations in those villages be released. They also asked the ambassadors
to pressure the president to agree to their requests and to ask their
respective governments to make the situation of the country known.

After a long dialogue between the ambassadors and the Bloc they
arrived at an agreement, but those representing the Bloc said that they
still had to consult with their leaders about this latest agreement and
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would have to leave a definite resolution for the next day. If it had not been
for this condition, the ambassadors themselves would have gone that very
same afternoon to talk to the president.

I insisted that they should move with all speed, because it meant
another night that the people involved in the occupations would be
obliged to sleep poorly when such lack of comfort could be avoided. Also,
the next day was Saturday, and it would be more difficult to get meetings
and have access to offices.

Nevertheless, it was left until tomorrow (Saturday). The
ambassadors will be notified by the representatives of the Bloc when they
are ready to reach a definite agreement, and the four ambassadors will be
able to join in the petition that the diplomatic corps will make to the
president.

In the evening I went to the cathedral with Bishop Revelo to visit
Monsignor Modesto Lopez and those occupying the cathedral since, in
the audience Bishop Revelo had with the president, the president told him
that we could go to the cathedral whenever we wanted to and that he
would notify the police, who were still guarding it.

As always, the commanders of the forces that stand guard were on
the corner closest to the National Palace. They made us leave the car
there, so we went on foot, accompanied by the colonel, to the rectory of
the cathedral. We talked with Monsignor Modesto Lopez, who is calm,
normal, and later we went to talk with those who are occupying the
cathedral. Their spirit is good; no one is seriously ill; they have food that
Caritas has provided for them.

I took advantage of the opportunity to give them a little Christian
guidance, calling them to the true liberation which is that from sin and to
a love of Jesus Christ free of all resentment, all hatred, whatever is out of
harmony with their faith. And then we talked with the leaders (some five
young men), with whom we shared the news we had brought, of both the
meeting with the ambassadors and the interview with the president. They
are waiting for orders from their leaders to end the occupation of the
cathedral, which will not happen until they have some assurance of
achieving their objectives. For this reason, although they are hopeful that
everything can be resolved tomorrow (Saturday), nevertheless, they
think that this occupation of the cathedral could be prolonged.

It is obvious that they do not have a negative attitude toward the
Church, butit is also clear that they are notvery interested in the concerns
that the Church has in regard to the celebration of the Sunday Masses and
that they give precedence to the group interests of the organization to
which they belong. They asked me to say Mass for them, and I promised
to do so.
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When we left, after a long time, the colonel who had escorted us was
still there along with other policemen, and he commented that we had
been in there for a long time. To which we responded: “It is not strange at
all, since we were in our own house,” and also that there was also a great
deal of talking to be done to promote a situation that would avoid
violence—that our visit had been, then, of benefit to the rector of the
cathedral and to the group that is occupying it.

The colonel told us that he had accompanied us from our car to the
door of the rectory when we arrived because he had heard that they were
going to throw a bomb at me—that, for that reason, he had protected me.
Of course, I realized that it was one of those exaggerations that they often
use to justify their military actions. He offered also to send an escort with
me so that nothing would happen to me on the way home. I thanked him,
but I told him that it was not necessary.

I headed to the Externado San José where, convened by the Legal Aid
Office, there was a group of some fifteen lawyers and law students, more
or less, who had been called together by a letter that I signed, in order to
continue this hopeful effort of law professionals who want to work
together in a more noble way in what is a noble profession. [ was very glad
that at ten o’clock at night, when I arrived, they were still working with
great enthusiasm.

They had already heard as a group those in charge of the Aid
Committee who had come to ask them to help resolve the occupations
and for other legal aid that they could provide in that situation. I noticed
their great sense of the law and their real sorrow at the extent of the
violation of the law in our country. They want to make the rule of law
respected and, specifically, they spoke about the petition of amnesty for
the political prisoners who had been taken in this military operation in the
department of Cuscatlan, as well as of studying the Law for the Defense of
Public Order, which is the cause of so much uneasiness, so many attacks
on our peasants and in our cities as well. In short, an organization of jurists
that, God willing, will create a great hope for our people.
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Saturday, April 15

T

HO)

-o\ neo I had invited the new auxiliary bishop, Bishop Revelo; the

vicar general, Monsignor Urioste; the chancellor, Father

Brito; and the diocesan treasurer, Father Barrera, to have breakfast
together in the dining room of the Divine Providence Hospital. After
commenting on the status of our activities with regard to the problem of
the cathedral and other related matters, I told them that the purpose of
having breakfast together “as a family” was to share and discuss our ideas
about the functioning of our diocesan administration, since we are the
ones principally responsible for that.

Father Brito, whom I asked to present the situation as he saw it, knew
how to handle the meeting with a very human-oriented dynamic, having
us look first at the material aspects of the curia—the situation of the
offices, the concrete work, the personnel aspects—and we made some
very satisfactory decisions. It was already the time at which the
ambassadors were expected, and Bishop Revelo preferred that we
continue at another time. And so we have agreed that every Saturday we
will have breakfast together to evaluate the week at the curia and plan for
the next week.

I was very happy when I left because it is a hope and a joy to see that
Bishop Revelo is trying to incorporate himself into our work team and see
the true situation of our archdiocese and also to see the collaborators so
content, so that we are able to have a very friendly union through which
we try to serve this local Church that the Lord has entrusted to us in the
best way we can.

From eight o’clock until one, there was a meeting of men and women
religious in the Colegio de la Asuncién. They had invited me, but I could
not get there until noon, when they were almost through with their
meeting. But I was able to express to the group present my joy, my
satisfaction in being able to count on this religious force in the
archdiocese, to encourage them to always be true to the Church, of which
the reading for that day from the Acts of the Apostles said: “[The church]
was being built up and walked in the fear of the Lord, and with the
consolation of the holy Spirit grew in numbers” [Acts 9:31].

We also talked some about the current situation, chiefly about those
who have occupied the cathedral and of the places that have been
destroyed by the recent repression. I asked all of them to pray a great deal
and, from our calling in the Church, to have a great sense of solidarity with
our suffering people.

Bishop Revelo was waiting all day long to mediate in the dialogue
between the diplomats and the Popular Revolutionary Bloc, but it does not
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seem that the peasants intend to resolve the problem of the occupations,
but rather to continue holding the cathedral and the embassies in order to
exert more pressure toward obtaining their objectives.

@ Sunday, April 16

%@ Because the cathedral was occupied by the Popular

Revolutionary Bloc, I celebrated the traditional eight o’clock
Mass that is carried on the radio in El Rosario Church. The crowd was
enormous and although the Mass could not be broadcast live, the
technicians from YSAX were good enough to tape it and broadcast it from
the station an hour later.

O Monday, April 17

The bishops met today to continue studying the preparatory
document for the Third General Conference of the Latin
American Bishops. Bishop Rivera reported on the Central American
regional meetings that he had attended. Also, Monsignor Revelo reported
on the meeting held in Bogota by those in charge of ecumenism and the
problem of nonbelievers, whose deliberations were also directed toward
the meeting at Puebla.

I have the impression that in this meeting of bishops as well there
were some machinations beforehand, since in the voting for the delegate
there seemed to be total agreement among Bishops Aparicio, Barrera and
Alvarez, who voted for Bishop Revelo—who, naturally, won against the
votes of Bishops Rivera, Revelo and me. The result was that Bishop
Revelo got three votes, Bishop Rivera two (possibly Bishop Revelo’s and
mine) and I received one vote— undoubtedly Bishop Rivera’s.33 The same
thing happened in the election of a priest from the diocesan clergy: The
same bloc elected Monsignor Fredy Delgado. I have faith that the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit will prevail over all human intrigues and that
the meeting in Puebla will be truly like that of Medellin, a Pentecost for
our America, in spite of all the fears and intrigues of human beings.

33The bishops were not permitted to vote for themselves.
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In the afternoon, representatives of German television interviewed
me and did some filming to be shown in that country. The main topic of
the interview was the persecution of the Church in El Salvador, also how
I see the Puebla meeting and the accusation of socialism made against our
Church. I think I expressed my thoughts with total frankness and
sincerity, and effectively defended the Church’s position.

That night there was a new and terrifying fire, It left in ashes a
commercial zone of San Salvador located between Rubén Dario and 11th
Avenues.

9)"\0_ Tuesday, April 18

2=

& ) I went to the mission meeting that takes place in the Institute

" of the Somascan Sisters. The new president of the

commission, Bishop Barrera, and the new national director of Missionary
‘Works, Father Enrique Gloden (also from the Santa Ana diocese),
conducted the meeting. As former national director, I turned over the
accounts to the new national director and participated in the discussions
about how to encourage the missionary spirit in our country.

In the chancery this morning, the dialogue continued among
diplomats of the embassies occupied by the Popular Revolutionary Bloc
and the representatives of the Bloc; Bishop Revelo acted as mediator for
the Church. They arrived at a final agreement and, at noon, those
occupying the embassies and the cathedral will end the occupation. The
Red Cross will also mediate to enhance the safety of the evacuation.

In the afternoon, this operation was carried out, but it seems to have
been rather disorganized. There was not sufficient transportation to take
those who had been occupying the different places back to their villages.
I am afraid for them, of the reprisals that could take place on the road or
when they arrive back at their villages. God grant that will not happen!

But a new occupation began at eight in the morning. FAPU,3¢ which
is another popular organization, occupied El Calvario Church. I have
talked with the representatives of this organization in order to find out
what their goals are and their reasons for being in a Catholic church. They
have said that they want to talk with the archdiocese to ask for its
cooperation with their objectives; they want to show their protest of the
attacks on the peasants, principally those in the zone of Suchitoto, that

34United Popular Action Front, a coalition of popular organizations.
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have followed those of Perulapan. They want to send a letter to the Holy
Father to ask him to condemn the government of El Salvador because of
its abuses of human rights. I told them that the best way to reach the pope
is through the nunciature and that they could ask the parish priest of El
Calvario to be an intermediary and talk to the nuncio.

In the evening, I went to visit Monsignor Modesto Lépez, rector of
the cathedral, to thank him, congratulate him and encourage him, since
he has been present during the entire time of the occupation of the
cathedral, contributing through his presence the order that, thank God,
was maintained during the days of the occupation. Monsignor Modesto
indicated to me that, as far as the police that guarded the cathedral, they
had in general been very considerate of him, although he regrets an
incident that occurred when a policeman (perhaps not knowing who he
was) stopped him and forced him to go back into his rectory when he
wanted to go outside, as he was accustomed to doing. Monsignor Lépez
has given spiritual aid to the occupants of the cathedral; he has celebrated
Mass for them and has also offered them the use of the rectory facilities.

After going to the cathedral, I went to visit the priests at El Calvario
and I also spoke with the leader of the occupation, repeating to him what
I had said to the commission that came to the archdiocese. He told me
that possibly they would leave El Calvario Church tomorrow. We hope
that this new situation does not become more complicated.

@(@% Wednesday, April 19

% @ As I do every Wednesday, I had breakfast and a meeting with
the Justice and Peace Commission and representatives of the
Senate. The principal purpose was to look over the outline and ideas for
the pastoral letter that will be called “Christian Faith, Church and Political
Commitment” with the objective of clarifying the great confusion that
exists today about the popular organizations and the commitment of the
Christians who belong to those groups or the uneasy consciences of other
Christians who feel they have an obligation to organize themselves
politically. The discussion of the ideas that are being prepared is very rich
and I hope that it will be a highly useful pastoral.
In the meeting, we also studied other events of current interest,
principally relating to the occupation of the cathedral, El Calvario Church
and the embassies.
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Among the morning’s audiences, one which seemed to me to be very
important was a visit from some teachers from the National University
and the José Simedn Cafias University.3> They are in solidarity with the
ideas of the archdiocese, and their organization as a solidarity committee
composed of university instructors responds to the need to defend
themselves, since there are so many abuses also in the field of university
teaching. I thanked them for their visit; I encouraged them to continue to
cultivate the sense of solidarity and I took the opportunity to communicate
to them the thoughts of the Council regarding the culture and the
legitimate autonomy of temporal values. I also asked them to collaborate
in the area of university pastoral work, which I am so concerned about
since I have no priest dedicated to this pastoral work.

O Thursday, April 20

I had invited some members of the Christian Democratic
Party to have breakfast with me, since they had invited me last
week. Only two came, but we had a very enlightening conversation, both
for the Church in its evangelizing mission and for the party in its specific
political mission. We are agreed that the two missions must not be
confused, but that they can work together to help the people break out of
this spiral of violence in which we find ourselves.

Among the morning visits, that of Dr. Salcedo also stands out. He had
just written some articles against me, placed as paid advertisements,?¢ and
it seems he was on a sounding-out mission on behalf of the government or
some of the economically powerful. I tried to clarify for him that it is the
Church’s mission to point out where the root of so much evil is, and that
it is not the Church that is the guilty party.

Also Don Pepe Siman brought me some very interesting news from
the United States about the concern they have there to help us in the
defense of human rights. Possibly there will be a visit there by a group of
Salvadorans to give them a more complete idea of the Church, also to
bring more complete information, so they can inform the North American
politicians who can influence the Secretary of State, the House and the
Senate.

35The Central American University (UCA), also referred to as the Catholic or the
Jesuit university.

36 Articles or letters, called campos pagados, are placed as paid advertisements in
many Latin American newspapers.
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In the afternoon I went to participate in the meeting being held in
Apulo by the women religious working in the different towns and parishes
of the archdiocese. Monsignor Urioste was presiding and they were
sharing their experiences and trying to get more guidance. I was very glad
to be able to share, in an atmosphere that was truly one of Church, of
evangelical concern, my thoughts on the current situation which the
archdiocese is experiencing. The meeting ended with a Mass in which I
expressed to them my feelings of hope and optimism that must be
inspired by the risen Lord that we have to preach to our communities. The
Prayer of the Faithful was a true expression of the concerns that all the
sisters in these communities share.

Friday, April 21

N
- -»
@ Among this morning’s visits, I received a brother of the

-

&“ () Marist congregation, their provincial, Brother José, with
whom [ share a longtime friendship. The principal subject we discussed
was the situation of the Marist schools, especially the Liceo Salvadorefio,
in the context of the entire Federation of Catholic Schools.

Very frankly, I remarked to him on the negative attitude of one of the
Marists who comes to the meetings and seems not to trust in the
coordination of the pastoral work with the archdiocese. I expressed
regrets about some of the attitudes of the Marist school, which seems to
collaborate very little in the pastoral goals of our archdiocese. The meeting
ended on a positive note, after we had told each other many things very
clearly.

He also protested against the somewhat aggressive and
marginalizing attitude of other schools against the Marist school. We
ended saying it would be good to promote a meeting of a spiritual nature,
so that we could achieve agreement on criteria for the pastoral work. He
reiterated to me the solidarity of the Marists with the hierarchy and with
me personally, since we have very solid bonds of friendship with the
Marist congregation.

Also, another important visit was a delegation of teachers from the
ANDES 21 de junio group who came to also express their solidarity with
the pastoral work of the archdiocese and to seek my help in asking that a
professor in Argentina be released, as with other professors who have
disappeared here in El Salvador.
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Another very important group who came for an audience is CUTS,” a
workers’ organization. They came to talk to me about their plans for May
Day38 as well as to express their solidarity with the Church. I took the
opportunity as I thanked them to invite them to continue this kind of
dialogue in which they can learn about the social doctrine of the Church.
We agreed on another visit for next month, and I hope that the workers
will pay attention to some of it, although at times it seems like they have
a different ideology.

I spent the afternoon with the seminarians of the major seminary of
the archdiocese—a group which inspires a great deal of hope. The
dialogue is very frank. Today’s theme was “why other dioceses do not
approve of the approach of the archdiocese.” They had heard seminarians
from other dioceses and communities express very frankly the good they
see in the archdiocese, as well as certain shortcomings, but because of
their solidarity with their own bishops, they are unable to follow any more
closely the pastoral line of the archdiocese. We celebrated Mass, by way
of conclusion, in which I noted an authentic youthful and manly fervor.

@(@@ﬂ Saturday, April 22

% This morning in the Guadalupe Hall of the San José de la
Montaiia Seminary, I attended the meeting of Catholic
secondary and elementary schools. It’s the first time they've met at the
diocesan level, since the federation has operated on a national level up to
now, but at the last national meeting it was agreed that each diocese would
coordinate its own schools through a diocesan federation.

It gave me the opportunity to remind them of the document on
Catholic education that encourages them to follow on the same pastoral
line as the diocese, and says that the school must be a pastoral instrument
in the coordinated pastoral work of the diocese. And I called on them to
overcome differences and divisions and to be all in agreement in such a
difficult time when the Church cannot be seen as disunited or divided.
They were agreed in planning a daylong meeting to reflect on this aspect
of unity. Afterward, there were studies of the ideology of the current

37 Central Unitaria de Trabajadores Salvadoreiios, Central Union of Salvadoran Workers.

38May 1 is International Workers’ Day, as well as the Feast of St. Joseph the
Worker.
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seminar on educational reform and other matters that are very important in
the life of our schools.

At the time of morning Mass and in the evening dinner hour, I had the
opportunity to talk with Father Hernandez Pico and Dr. Eddie Stein, with
whom we are preparing a pastoral letter on “Christian Faith, the Church
and Political Commitment”—a subject that becomes more important every
day to clear up the confusion that reigns, even in priests and very Christian
laypeople.

o Sunday, April 23

Mass of the Fifth Sunday of Easter at the cathedral, well
attended as usual. In the homily I presented the idea of the
resurrected Christ who returns to his Church in the Holy Spirit. And this
Church is presented using the three images presented in today’s readings:
the house of God, of which Christ is the cornerstone and the foundation for
everyone who builds in a Christian manner and becomes a stumbling block
for those who do not structure their lives in a Christian way. The second
image is the people of God, with the beautiful qualifiers that St. Peter uses
in his first letter, “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people
of his own” [1 Peter 2:9]. And the third idea and comparison is the Church
as communion, a community, that has its crisis of disunity like that between
Greeks and Hebrews that is recounted in the Book of Acts, but which is
overcome through the sense of service, of diakonia, the first seven deacons
and a service of love, prayer and faith, the Church community.

Monday, April 24

(o) ’“\q
- -«
@ As I do every Monday, I have spent my time receiving the

-
-O\“ O priests who always come and I am happy to talk to them
very openly.

In the evening, by prior arrangement, we dined at the Hospital of
Divine Providence with those who are in charge of the training at the
seminary: Father Gregorio Rosa, rector, and Father Abel Moran, prefect of
studies. We talked at length about problems of the seminary, especially
those which have been created by Bishop Aparicio’s biased
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communications with the nunciature and the Sacred Congregation for
Catholic Education. The fathers complain that he has never asked them for
input on these problems and that he has bypassed those in charge of
training and given information that does not reflect the reality of the
situation.

That is exactly the same problem I deplore and I have received a letter
from the Sacred Congregation reproaching me about this, based on the
accusations of Bishop Aparicio. We are going to study how to answer both
letters, the one from Bishop Aparicio, accusing me of being responsible for
a lack of discipline in the seminary and even of sowing leftist ideas among
the students, and the one from the Sacred Congregation, using the data I
already have. And together with the priests at the seminary, we will deal
with these false accusations.

@ Tuesday, April 25

%@@ Feast of St. Mark, evangelist. Invited by Father Zanconato,

parish priest at San Marcos, I went to celebrate the patronal
Holy Mass in that parish. The little church was full of the faithful, who
generously applauded me when I arrived. In the homily, I thanked them for
this warm reception and tried to explain to them the thought, the message
of the Gospel of St. Mark, concentrating principally on three ideas that are
the foundation of St. Mark’s theology.

First, in his Gospel, St. Mark says that the hour of the salvation of the
world coincides with the kerygma, that is, with the proclamation of the
message of the Kingdom, a message of conversion: “Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand” [Mark 1:15]. The second theological theme
in St. Mark is that this Kingdom of God is a mystery that Christ carries in
his own personality. And more than his doctrine and his miracles, St. Mark
focuses on Christ’s personality itself, revealing his person, discovering him
as Messiah and as Son of God, as the Kingdom of God. And the third
thought is that not everyone understands this mystery and Christ tried to
make it accessible through parables and other comparisons, and that it only
became clear and evident when he announced his passion. This is to show
that the mystery of Christ as Messiah, as the Son of God, as the Kingdom
of God, cannot be understood if we do not enter with Christin the mystery
of his passion, of his cross, of his humiliation.

Afterward, I talked with some of the communities or congregations of
the parish and I congratulated the priest for his work in the parish. Through
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him, I greeted all the Franciscan Fathers of the Province of Venice, who
have St. Mark as their patron saint, so that St. Mark may protect the
apostolic labor that the Italian Franciscan priests have developed in our
archdiocese.

Also, the sisters who work in parish communities organized a trip to
the villages of San Pedro Perulapan and they informed me that afternoon of
the desolation, the anguish, the affliction and the fear that have remained as
a consequence of the abuses of human dignity that have been perpetrated
there by elements of the army and ORDEN, who repress any attempt those
poor peasants make to organize.

O Wednesday, April 26

A study breakfast in the seminary with the Justice and Peace
Commission and representatives of the Priests’ Senate. Until
ten-thirty a.m. we studied the next pastoral letter, which will be about
Christian faith and political commitment. It is a well-done study, but very
long, and we agreed to summarize it and organize it in a more practical and
pastoral form. And this very afternoon we will meet with the principals
responsible for its writing.

With a worker and a seminarian, we prepared the interview that is
broadcast on the radio every Wednesday at one p.m. The worker, naturally,
talked about the approaching May Day; the seminarian read to me some
questions from letters sent in by radio listeners.

At noon, I gave the secretaries of the curia a lunch prepared in the
Colegio of the Somascan sisters, since today is Secretaries’ Day. It was a
cordial gathering. I think it was encouraging for these humble and self-
sacrificing women employees.

In the afternoon, a visit from the Mother General of the Maryknoll
Sisters, who expressed her admiration for the pastoral work of our diocese
and her congratulations for the defense of human rights that we are
carrying out. I took the opportunity to thank her for the services of her
Maryknoll congregation in our diocese, and she promised me to do
everything possible to send more personnel and to start more
communities.

Afterward, I met with Monsignor Urioste and Fathers Jerez3? and Jon
Sobrino to study a new way to present the pastoral letter. It was a very

39César Jerez, S.J., then Jesuit provincial.
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constructive, very profound dialogue, and I think that we have found the
pastoral outlines for this document, which is intended to be, above all, an
exposition of Christian principles—to guide, especially, the peasants faced
with the appeals of the popular organizations and the danger of government
repression and of using the Church not for religious ends, but rather for
other ends of those same groups. I think we will come out with a document
in which, I pray to God, it will be very clear that the dignity of the Church
and the clarity of the doctrine for those for whom it is intended will shine
forth for the glory of our Lord.

In the evening, at night, a visit from Nelly Rodriguez, a Sister of the
Sacred Heart, who told me of the problems at the seminary with
educational reform and how the Catholic schools will be involved to prevent
the Ministry of Education from trying to manipulate this instrument of
culture of our people—that is, education, school, the colegio. There are
some real experts among the Jesuits in the Central American University
who can direct this presence of the Church through the directors and the
professors of our Catholic high schools and parochial schools.

_o)"\cz Thursday, April 27

In the morning there was a meeting of the Priests’ Senate in
which we discussed matters suggested by the correspondence
I read to them, principally an anonymous letter from a priest—not because
it was anonymous, but rather because of the ideas in it, which call for
reflection on our part. It gave us the idea to have a meeting of the Senate
with the idea of an open dialogue, in preparation for a plenary meeting of the
clergy in which we would try to bring out all the resentments, reticences
and everything else that impedes a more honest unity among the clergy.
The minutes of the Senate this morning have many important details.

In the evening I celebrated the patronal Mass of the Virgin of
Monserrat in the colonia of the same name, together with the parish priest,
Father Amado Molina, and the vicar®’ of that sector, the priest of the parish
of El Calvario. Afterward, I visited Father Eleodoro Orellana in the Colonia
Guadalupe of Soyapango. He has been very ill; his health seems to have
deteriorated a great deal. I left him some money to help pay his medical
costs.

40 An administrative assistant empowered to act for a bishop in certain matters.
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@(@@g Friday, April 28

% @ In the afternoon, an interview with workers of CUTS (which is
a federation of unions), whom I had invited together with other
priests who are suited to do pastoral work with the workers, with the object
being a discussion to learn more about the workers’ organizations and to
better offer them the Christian guidance of the Church. In spite of being
very informal, the dialogue was very enriching and created interest on the
part of the workers, who will continue to talk with the priests.

In the evening, a visit of Licenciado?! Atilio Viéytez, who worked very
closely with the previous president of the republic, Colonel Molina.*2 He is
a very enlightened man, very Christian. He offered me his opinions on the
situation of the Church. He is supportive of the present Church and offers
his unconditional support of this Church.

May 1978

O Sunday, May 21 {continued)®

In the afternoon I visited Ciudad Arce, where I had been invited
for a First Communion, but there was a misunderstanding with
the parish priest, who had held the First Communion in the morning. At
any rate, what I was most interested in was bringing a message of unity to
the entire Christian community, since there have arisen difficulties there
between the parish priest and the sister who promotes base communities.
And for that reason, after the Mass we had a meeting in the parochial
school, which was attended by the priest, Father Brizuela, the sister and all
of the most direct participants in the pastoral work, which turned out to be
very constructive.

The message of the day about the Holy Trinity and the explanation of
the specific circumstances of that place gave a marvelous opportunity to

41 A title given to one who holds an advanced or professional degree.
42 Colonel Arturo Armando Molina, president of El Salvador from 1972 to 1977.
43The gap in the tapes here is unexplained.
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talk in an indirect way about the topic that worried me and I think it was
resolved through a sincere desire always to work together in a unified
fashion.

9)"% Monday, May 22
- -
@ I had lunch in the Jesuit community at the Church of Carmen

- -
-0\006 . . . . ..
in Santa Tecla. It is a community in which the majority of the

Jesuits are rather elderly and have a great deal of experience. And I was
very pleased to hear that they all agree with the pastoral work and
preaching that I am trying to do. They encouraged me greatly, and the
support that I felt from them is worth a good deal to me, since it comes from
a group of people who are very sensible, prudent, and who have a great deal
of experience.

%@) Tuesday, May 23

% I called together the council of the seminary this morning and
also all the diocesan priests who work in the Vicariate of La

Asuncion, Flor Blanca (that is, the parishes in the Miramonte zone: San
Benito, La Ceiba, etc.) to talk about the problems with the training at the
seminary as it concerns the pastoral aspect, since these diocesan priests of
this vicariate have been called to constitute a kind of pastoral reflection. We
agreed that the seminarians have to be trained so that they will be the
servants of the people, under the inspiration of the Church in whatever
situation they may have to work. For this reason, these parish priests will
be incorporated a little more into the life of the seminary and will have the
seminarians work with them in this region that is so difficult for pastoral
work. This is because it is the region where the most powerful members of
our society live but, at the same time, there are marginalized and rural
zones in the area.

We also talked about a substitute for Father Segura in the rectorate of
the minor seminary, and we agreed to ask the Jesuits for a substitute,
preferably a Mexican priest who has already worked in the seminary and
who continues to have great affection for this work: Father Himes. And only
as a last resort would we choose a diocesan priest, which would be the best
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solution if there were sufficient clergy. But for now, we need the help of the
Jesuits.

In the afternoon I went to bless the facade and towers of the church of
Carmen in the department of Cuscatlan, where Father Miguelito
Rodriguez, although he is rather elderly, has managed with a parish team
to renovate that picturesque church. I enjoyed myself very much because
of the warm reception of that community. I urged them to always be in
harmony with their parish priest and their bishop; that is, always “to be of
one mind and heart with the Church.”#

O O Wednesday, May 24

o The feast day of Maria Auxiliadora.*5 I celebrated Mass for the
students of the Salesian schools in the morning and, in the
afternoon, the parish Mass after the procession. Both events were very
solemn and give the immense consolation of a people who are very devoted
to the Holy Virgin. I congratulated and thanked the Salesian Fathers for
cultivating these Marian feelings among our people.

The Wednesday radio program, the usual interview, was with
Licenciado Magafia, who is the person in charge of the Centro Familiar, a
center which is doing great good in family pastoral work.

I also received today a letter from the Sacred Congregation for Bishops
in which they invite me to come to Rome? to dialogue about the situation
of our archdiocese. Afterward, I visited my spiritual director, Father
[Segundo] Ascue [S.].] and the psychologist Dr. {Rodolfo] Semsch,*” and
they agree that it is a magnificent opportunity offered me by the Holy See
to clarify, with the sincerity and good will with which I am doing it, the
pastoral work of this archdiocese.

44Romero’s episcopal motto, Sentir con la Iglesia.
45 Patron of the Salesians of Don Bosco.

46 Every bishop s obliged to journey to Rome (an ad limina visit) to report on the status of
his diocese at five-year intervals. Romero had not been in office for five years at this time,
but other Salvadoran bishops were making the journey this year. Romero’s purpose in
going was to defend his policies against their accusations.

47Romero’s relationship to Dr. Semsch was that of a close personal friend, not a patient.
Romero consulted him for a psychologist’s viewpoint on his life, according to James R.
Brockman’s Romero: A Life.
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Thursday, May 25

9)"\0-
2=
6\ neo I had lunch with the priests of the Oratory of St. Philip Neri:
Fathers Brito, Fernando Abad, Manuel Reyes and Abrego.
Theirs is a community in which I felt a very priestly and friendly
atmosphere. We reminisced about Father Juanito Garcia Artola, with
whom I had a very deep priestly friendship and who was the founder of the
Oratory of St. Philip Neri in the Colonia San Benito in San Salvador.

In the afternoon, an audience with the Escuela Rural Mixta of the
village of Cojutepeque. They had come to ask me to let them use my name
for their school and, if I accepted, that I please give them my curriculum
vitae. I explained to them my concerns about the idea and the objections
that the government could make. They insisted, however, and I very
gratefully accepted their petition, saying that I expected them to let me
know when they hear what the Ministry of Education decides.

Another important audience this afternoon was one with the Union of
the Electrical Industry, who came to ask me for moral support for their
complaints about their pension fund. I promised them the help of our Legal
Aid Office and everything I could do to help them, insofar as their claims are
just.

In the evening, the meeting of the Commission of Laity, which has
become a reflection group on the lay pastoral work. The group has goodwill
and I believe, being able to reflect with them about such a crucial section of
the Church, the laity, I will be enriched by their judgments.

I could not go, as I had been invited to, to the seminary, which
celebrated the festival of Corpus Christi in a very original and solemn way.
I dined with its leaders, however, and with the auxiliary bishop, who had
presided over the ceremony.

@@@D Friday, May 26

% The plenary session of the Bishops’ Conference was held to
look at the results of the study for the Puebla meeting. The
work of the dioceses has been collected. We are still lacking that of San
Miguel. The most complete and deepest study is that of the archdiocese.
After reading them, we will prepare a summary which will include all of the
contributions from the laity, the religious and the priests. And, in the name
of all the people of God, the Bishops’ Conference will send it, so that
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CELAM,*8 the Latin American Bishops’ Council, will be able to develop the
document that will be used as a foundation for the meeting in October in
Puebla.

In the afternoon I presided at the funeral of Francisco Martinez
Saprissa. In the homily, I eulogized his sense of generosity and his spirit of
poverty, reminding people that “poor” does not refer only to those who
have nothing but also to those who are good stewards of what they have,
according to the will of God and love of neighbor, among whom I included
the dead man; and also because he was one of those of whom Christ said:
“And blessed is the one who takes no offense at me” [Matthew 11:6 and
Luke 7:23]. I said that today many Christians are scandalized by the gospel
in all of its demands and would like preaching that would be more in
accordance with their likes, and that Paco Martinez Saprissa had
understood the demands of the true gospel. As a participant in the Cursillo
de Cristiandad,*® he had preached the social, temporal implications of the
Kingdom of God. Without a doubt, he had a prophetic vision of what was
needed in preaching, of the evangelization of our time.

In the evening, the Secretariat of the Cursillo de Cristiandad gave a
dinner for me at the home of Dona Julita de Ninez’s house, where we
discussed some very interesting matters having to do with the lay
apostolate and especially about the Cursillo de Cristiandad movement.

O Saturday, May 27

Breakfast with those who work in the curia: Father Brito,
Father Barrera, Monsignor Urioste. Bishop Revelo was not
there. We talked about some rather important matters, especially among
the clergy. We studied the article by Father Juan Le6n Montoya, in which
he criticizes the archbishop. We agreed that we should not worry about it,
but lamented that he is siding with the government.

48The administrative body of the Latin American episcopates.
49 A three-day program of spiritual renewal.
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_O)"\O_ Sunday, May 28

The Acies® of the Legion of Mary was held in the Sacred Heart
Basilica. It was very well attended because the legionnaires
came mostly from the capital but also from other parishes of the diocese. I
commented on the pastoral value of devotion to the Virgin as it is presented
by the pope [Paul VI] in his exhortation Marianus Cultus.

In the afternoon, the celebration of Corpus Christi in the cathedral. It
was very beautiful. There were representatives of different communities
who made the procession around the park a very eucharistic Church
spectacle.

@ Monday, May 29

%@ Among the visits I received, the one from Don Lencho Llach,
ambassador to the Holy See, stands out because he insisted on

the necessity of dialogue with the government. I expressed to him the
goodwill on my side, but said that we were waiting for a response to our
letter, which had been sent before Holy Week, as he himself could verify.

The throat specialist, Dr. Silva, has ordered me not to speak for two
days, and because of that I have canceled all my appointments for Tuesday
and Wednesday.

50 A unit of the Legion, from the Latin word for a line of soldiers drawn up for battle.
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June 1978

o O Thursday, June 1

o I preached again after two days of resting my throat, and I am
pleased to have dedicated the service of my voice to the
Eucharistic Holy Hour in the chapel of the Divine Providence Hospital.
Many people attended.

_O)"\O_ Friday, June 2
- -
@ A welcome visit from Bishop Pablo Vega®! from Nicaragua and

- -

-O\O"/O. Bishop Rivera, with whom I conversed. And we concluded that
it would be a good idea to have a meeting of the Central American bishops
that would be along the lines of the new documents of the Church to share
our concerns, particularly about the next meeting at Puebla. They
put me in charge of issuing the invitations and we agreed that on the Feast
of the Savior of the World,*2 if possible, they would come to concelebrate
and then to spend the day reflecting on the indicated topics.

In the afternoon, since today is the Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus,
I presided over the celebration at the basilica, which is dedicated to the
Sacred Heart. The immense church provided a beautiful spectacle, since it
was completely filled with the faithful and all of them in an attitude of
prayer.

51 Prelate of Juigalpa in Nicaragua; his brother, Father Juan Ramén Vega, worked at the
time in San Salvador.

52The patronal feast of El Salvador (“the Savior”) and San Salvador is called the Feast of
the Divine Savior of the World and is celebrated on August 6, the Feast of the
Transfiguration.
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@ Saturday, June 3

%@D From eight in the morning until one in the afternoon we talked

with the directors of Catholic colegios and representatives of
the parochial schools. We discussed the exhortation on Catholic schools
which came from the Sacred Congregation for Catholic Education. It
touched on a sensitive point with the Catholic colegios, who felt challenged
by the question: Do we really evangelize? The concern was strong enough
that we will have another meeting about this.

In the evening, with Father Gregorio Rosa, rector of the seminary, we
studied how to answer the letter from Bishop Aparicio and the Sacred
Congregation for Catholic Education in order to answer the serious
accusations that, originating in reports from Bishop Aparicio, have
produced a lack of confidence in the archdiocese and in the team
responsible for formation at the seminary. Father Gregorio was able to
come up with very insightful, energetic and scientific responses to these
very superficial accusations inspired by Bishop Aparicio’s lack of goodwill.

After the Mass at the cathedral, accompanied by Mr. Salvador
Barraza, I went to Guatemala to meet with Father Juan
Deplanck, who has come from Belgium and with whom I spent long hours
conferring in the afternoon. He shows great interest in and has great joy
about the position of the Church in El Salvador. He assured me that many
people in Europe who had lost faith in the Church are recovering it, thanks
to the evangelical attitudes they see in the Churches of Latin America. And
he asked me always to maintain this credibility that, thank God, the Church
in El Salvador is awakening.

Today the meeting of the Scouts of Central America was also
beginning in Guatemala but, unfortunately, I had to return today because I
have many commitments at the chancery. But I delegated the auxiliary
bishop to participate in the meeting of the Scouts in Guatemala.
Unfortunately, he did not go either and did not send a message, so that we
had no Salvadoran representation.
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Wednesday, June 7

I
X

As usual, we had breakfast together and we reflected in an
attempt to assess the situation of the Church and the country.

Thursday, June 8
eI

% @ I had the pleasure of meeting again with Dr. Dardano, a
psychologist, with whom I discussed in great depth the

pastoral attitude that I have tried to convey and about which I have to report
to the Holy See. Dr. Dardano’s advice has been, as it usually is, very
encouraging for me and very orienting. I have also talked about this with
Dr. Rodolfo Semsch, who agrees completely with the pastoral attitude of
the archdiocese.

This afternoon, in Zacamil with Father Rogelio® and his lay
collaborators, we had a very nice pastoral reflection in which we discussed
current points, especially the relationship of the Church to the popular
organizations.

In the evening, I participated in the Holy Hour of the Cursillo de
Cristiandad, since a group of ladies are in Planes de Renderos beginning
their Cursillo de Cristiandad, which will end this next Sunday.

O O Friday, June 9

P2) o Father Gonzalo Lopez has returned and he has been assigned

to the parish of Comasagua and has accepted with very good

will. Next Thursday will be the formal installation, to be presided over by
the auxiliary bishop, Bishop Revelo.

53 Father Rogelio Poncelle, a Belgian priest.
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_O)"\?_ Saturday, June 10

HO)
-o\ " ./o' We met with the representatives of the administration of the

archdiocese, including Bishop Revelo, and we mainly
discussed how the archdiocese will be governed during my fifteen-day
absence while I go to Rome to render an account of our situation to the Holy
See.

In the evening, a meeting with the major seminarians, with whom we
discussed a dynamic for integration and collaboration that resulted in a
great deal of practical information.

@@ Sunday, June 11

% @ After Mass at the cathedral, I presided at the consecration of
the lovely church dedicated to St. Anthony in Planes de
Renderos which is directed by some Italian Franciscans. It was a ceremony
deep in its catechetical and liturgical aspects. It is a great satisfaction for a
pastor to share such a beautiful morning with such good people.

Also there was great pastoral satisfaction in the closing night of the
Cursillo. The ladies who had heard my homily from the cathedral in the
morning on the radio expressed great solidarity and encouraged me greatly
to continue the work of the archdiocese along a pastoral line in conformity
with the modern thinking of the Church.

o o Monday, June 12

o Very early in the morning, because of an invitation issued
yesterday, the young Franciscans studying philosophy came to
meet with me. There were some very interesting questions. I learned later
that they had left with a very good impression and had all felt that the
interview was a veritable class on modern pastoral work. I'm so glad!
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In the evening, representatives of FAPU, a popular organization, came
to tell me of their desire to help the Church, but I warned them strongly that
it must be without any danger of manipulating it. They agreed and will only,
they said, lend their aid, their help and their support to the Church because,
while they respect its autonomy, its independence of any political group,
they believe the Church guides and stimulates the people’s struggle for
freedom. [ insisted strongly in this autonomy of the Church, and also that
the Church, from its evangelical perspective, is in agreement with and
supports all initiatives that have as their object justice, well-being and the
peace of all humankind.

Tuesday, June 13

e
-\@0 Today, St. Anthony’s feast day, I was unable to attend the

" patronal feast in Soyapango, but I asked the auxiliary bishop to
go since I had to preside at the Senate meeting at the Somascan sisters’
house—a meeting that turned out to be very useful and very full. At the
Somascan sisters’ house, I also received the visit of the Italian ambassador.

@@ﬂ Tuesday, June 13 (continued)

% @ ‘While the Senate meeting was going on, the Italian ambassador
came for an appointment and I met with him, and he expressed
his desire to collaborate with the Church, since he is a professed Catholic.
He is a member of the Christian Democratic Party of Italy, about which he
spoke at great length, comparing it to the party of the same name here in El
Salvador and suggesting that a well-organized Christian democracy would
be of great help in achieving the political and social ideas of Church
doctrine.
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O Wednesday, June 14

The first visit this morning was from the president of the
Legislative Assembly, who is a professed Catholic and offers
the Church his help unconditionally. He wants to serve his country well in
this important post. I conversed with him, expressed the position of the
Church simply and frankly, and its desires and fears relative to the
government. He expressed his desire to serve as intermediary, if the
Church should want to make use of him, of services that he offers
unconditionally as a Catholic.

In the afternoon, I was grateful for the time spent at the seminary of the
Somascans, near La Ceiba. I celebrated Mass with the priests who are the
directors. And afterward, at dinner, we shared concerns, for I invited them
to dialogue and they expressed some very interesting questions. I noted
a youthful concern to be up-to-date on the pastoral work of the Church.
With such an agreeable group and very deep reflections, the time passed
by quickly.

In the Divine Providence Hospital, several priests from the diocese of
San Vicente were waiting for me, They have been suspended by their
bishop and wanted to take the opportunity of my visit to Rome to ask for
my support on their behalf. Naturally, I offered in fraternal charity to do all
that I can in this sad situation. Bishop Aparicio has been in Rome since
Friday.

I forgot to mention that last Friday I made a courtesy visit to the
nuncio, who was very attentive and cordial.

Thursday, June 15

9

= >

-o\ &) In the curia, various priests and women religious came to

" express their best wishes for my trip to Rome. There were

some very nice gestures from lay communities and even from some
communities which are not in the diocese, by way of greetings to the Holy
Father. The community of La Palma, where they have organized craft
workshops called La Semilla de Dios, “God’s seed,” send some of their
typical handicrafts to the Holy Father. Also there are letters from some of
the seminarians of the major seminary of the archdiocese and from some of
the laypeople. It is very moving how our people love the Holy Father.

54 For signing the letter to the nuncio.
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In my private time, I have been organizing the things that I have to take
and arranging my trip. Tomorrow, Friday, [ have to be in the airport at eight
o’clock to catch an Iberia flight to Spain and Rome. I can count on many
prayers. It makes me feel very secure to have priests, men and women
religious and the faithful so united spiritually with me, and I hope that this
opportunity to commune with the Holy Father will be of great benefit for
our Church.

@(@gg Saturday, June 17

% @ At eight o’clock in the morning, some priests and several other

friends came to see us off. I am traveling with Bishop Rivera and
Monsignor Urioste. The trip has been very enjoyable, an hour’s flight to San
José, Costa Rica and, afterward, four hours to San Juan, Puerto Rico, and
from there seven hours to Madrid. After a three-hour layover in Madrid, in
three hours we were in Rome.

The Oblate Sisters of Divine Love were waiting for us because Mother
Scarglietti had notified them from San Salvador that we were coming, a
kindness that was much appreciated. We stayed at the Pensionato Romano
and, after resting for a while—this was already Saturday noon—in the
afternoon we went to visit the Basilica of St. Peter. At the tomb of the first
pope, I prayed intensely for the unity of the Church, for the pope, for the
bishops and for the whole universal Church, especially for our archdiocese,
commending to St. Peter the interests of our Church and the success of this
dialogue with the Holy See.

Afterward, we visited the curia of the Jesuits, where we were able to
greet the superior general, Father Pedro Arrupe, who was very nice and
very generously offered us all the services of the Society of Jesus. He gave
us the names of some priests we could talk to who could give us all the help
we might need.

We returned to the Pensionato, where a good night of deep sleep has
helped us to adjust to the change in time that certainly shakes up our poor
human bodies.
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O Sunday, June 18

We celebrated Holy Mass in the Pensionato together with a
priest from India, and after breakfast we went to arrange some
details of the interviews in Rome with the Procurator of the Jesuits. A very
interesting conversation, going deeply into points of theology, of pastoral
work, of diplomacy, of relations between the Holy See and individual
Churches. It was a true master class of pastoral practice that was very
interesting to us and oriented us a great deal to begin the official ad limina
visit and especially about the specific report of our diocese before the Holy
See and its accustomed manner of proceeding.

We left at the time at which the immense crowd gathers in St. Peter’s
Square every Sunday at noon to wait for the pope [Pope Paul VI] to come
out on his balcony, to pray the Angelus with him. The Holy Father
addresses them first with a few words that today were about the Christian
meaning of life: that in the midst of all of the present trials, the Christian
must have great faith, great strength, great optimism, trusting fully in God
to protect people’s lives and oversee the march of history.

We also saw the pope last night on television in a magnificent concert
given for him in the Hall of Audiences, where there were many cardinals,
bishops, priests, religious and laity. The pope seems to be very lucid in his
thought and is also agile enough in the physical realm, in spite of his being
eighty-one years of age. It gives us great confidence to find in Rome a pastor
of the Church with so much experience, so much wisdom and, above all,
with so much love for God and humankind.

In the afternoon, a visit to St. Paul’s tomb, in his church Extra Muros
[St. Paul-Outside-the-Walls]. It was the hour for vespers, and the basilica
was fully illuminated. We heard the organ filling the air and the choir of
monks singing in Gregorian chant. Kneeling by the tomb of the Apostle to
the Gentiles, the great St. Paul, in that atmosphere of prayer that was
almost heavenly, [ felt stirring in my memory, in my heart, in my love, all
those emotions from my days as a student and, once I became a priest, my
visits to Rome, my prayers beside these tombs of the apostles have always
meant inspiration and strength. Above all, this afternoon in which I feel that
my visit is not a simple visit of private piety, rather in carrying out the official
ad limina visit, I bring with me all the interests, concerns, problems, hopes,
projects, anguish of all of my priests, religious communities, parishes, base
communities—that is, of a whole archdiocese that comes with me to
prostrate itself, yesterday in front of St. Peter’s tomb, today in front of
St. Paul’s tomb.
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Monday, June 19

TR

O

& @) The principal work today has been making arrangements for

" interviews or audiences with the Sacred Congregation of

Bishops that was granted us for tomorrow, Tuesday, in the morning; with
the Secretariat of State, where we left documents and they said they would
let us know when we would be received; with the Office of Audiences, to see
if it would be possible to have a private audience, but the preparations for
the celebration in honor of the Holy Father and also his health problems
have reduced a great deal his private audiences, although there was
some hope of a very special audience after the general audience next
Wednesday.

In the Sacred Congregation for Bishops we were told to converse
with Monsignor Michele Buro, with whom we conversed for a long time,
but we noted a series of concepts and prejudices in his mind-set that leave
us little hope that he will understand the pastoral work our archdiocese is
carrying out. Nevertheless, the talk was very useful, for it allowed us to
express—in the brief moments he let us speak, since he talked most of the
time—our points of view.

In the afternoon and evening, with no commitments or official duties,
we enjoyed the beautiful atmosphere of Rome that in June is already
beginning to get rather warm. The climate is rather similar to that of El
Salvador. Also, in the evening, Father Juan Bosco Estrada, a Mexican
Jesuit, visited us and invited us to take a walk after dinner through St.
Peter’s Square, from which we contemplated the famous window where the
Holy Father studies and where he prays for all of humankind.

@ Tuesday, June 20

%@ Our most important interview has been with Cardinal Sebastian

Baggio, Prefect of the Sacred Congregation for Bishops. I have
written an account of this interview, which was very important for me,
according to what I am able to remember, to leave a written record of my
response to the observations the cardinal made about my pastoral work. I
think I have managed to correct a great deal of information that was not
accurate and that, rather, came from interests opposed to those I try to
defend in the line of the pastoral work and preaching of the archdiocese. I
recommend reading the confidential account of this interview with the
cardinal.
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In the afternoon, we received the news that the Holy Father will
receive Bishop Rivera and me in a special audience after the general
audience. In the evening, we were invited to dinner by the Oblate Sisters of
Divine Love. The atmosphere was very cordial and we shared good
memories of the work of this congregation in San Salvador in the Colegio
de la Sagrada Familia, and in the archdiocese in the direct pastoral work in
the village of Citald, Chalatenango.

Also today I had the opportunity to greet personally a great friend of
the Sacred Congregation for Catholic Education, Monsignor De Nicold,
who is in charge of the seminaries in Latin America. I gave him the
correspondence which includes my response to the false information the
Congregation has received about the relationship of the archdiocese with
the interdiocesan seminary, San José de la Montafia. Monsignor De Nicolo
demonstrated a very priestly and intimate friendship to me, giving me some
confidential warnings, and he advised me to be very frank in the dialogue
with the cardinal that we would have the next day.

O Wednesday, June 21

The general audience and the special audience with the Holy
Father has filled this unforgettable morning. It is June 21 and
the main thing I remember about the general audience is that today it has
been fifteen years since the June 21 when Cardinal Giovanni Batista
Montini was elected to succeed St. Peter with the name of Paul V1. This
circumstance caused great joy in the immense audience of all languages,
who through their interpreters showed their affection, their prayers, their
loyalty to the successor of St. Peter.

The pope, responding to this explosion of love, said that the election
being commemorated meant for him an absolute giving of himself to the
People of God. And in the name of this giving, his message was inspired in
a task that has belonged to the pontiffs throughout history: that of making
the beauty of the Church seen in spite of the human characteristics and
personal deficiencies of the pontiffs. He referred especially to that great
mission of the Church: to sow unity, peace, joy in Christ in the midst of
humanity. He urged his listeners to be Christians who are very faithful to
the Church and to live with all faithfulness the teachings of the Second
Vatican Council, which are a true gift of the Holy Spirit for our time.

At the end of the audience the Holy Father called on the bishops
present—there were eight of us—to give the benediction to the crowd
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with him. Afterward, he led us to a private chamber where we awaited for
the exciting moment we would speak more intimately with His Holiness
Paul V1.

‘When our turn came, we entered the chamber where the pope was,
and we greeted him with the emotion such moments produce. The pope
made us sit one on each side of him and addressing himself to me in
particular, he took my right hand and kept it between his two hands for a
long time. I also took the pope’s hands in my two hands. I would have liked
to have had a photograph of that moment, which expressed such intimate
communion between a bishop and the center of Catholic unity. And holding
my hands that way, he talked to me for a Iong time.

It would be difficult for me to repeat his long message exactly because,
besides being more detailed than I expected, and rather cordial, ample,
generous—because of the emotion of the moment—I cannot remember it
word for word. But the principal ideas of his words were these: “I
understand your difficult work. It is a work that can be misunderstood; it
requires a great deal of patience and a great deal of strength. T already know
that not everyone thinks like you do, that it is difficult in the circumstances
of your country to have this unanimity of thinking. Nevertheless, proceed
with courage, with patience, with strength, with hope.” He promised me
that he would pray a great deal for me and for my diocese, and said that I
should make all possible effort for unity. And that if in anything he could
personally be of help, that he would do it with pleasure.

He spoke later of the people. He said that he had known them since he
had worked in the Secretariat of State some fifty years before and that they
are a generous, hard-working people and that today they suffer a great deal
and demand their rights. He told me that I had to help them, work on their
behalf, but never with hatred, fomenting violence, rather basing my action
on great love. He spoke about making them aware of the value of their
suffering, about preaching peace, about letting the people know how much
the pope loves them and how he prays and works on their behalf. He also
spoke about difficulties that can only be overcome through love: difficulties
with the dominant powers, difficulties with some who work with us,
because not all of them understand the effort that must be made.

I told him that this was exactly the way in which I tried to preach,
announcing love, calling for conversion. I told him that many times we had
repeated his message of the Day of Peace: “No to violence, yes to peace.”
I expressed to him my unshakable allegiance to the magisterium? of the
Church. And that when I denounced the violent situation of the country, I
always called for conversion and showed my compassion for those

55Teaching authority.
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suffering, for the families of the victims. And, at the same time I denounced
sin, I called for the conversion of the sinners.

The pope repeated that he would pray for us a great deal, and that we
should tell him what he could do to help us. Then he addressed himself to
Bishop Rivera, words of encouragement for him as well. And finally he said
to us: “Let’s have our picture taken.” And the photographer came in to give
us the pleasure at the wish of the Holy Father. That was our great desire, to
have the witness in images of that unforgettable moment.

I am sorry I cannot remember his words better. But, in essence, they
were as I have said. It gave me the satisfaction of a confirmation of my faith,
of my service, of my joy in working and suffering with Christ, for the Church
and for our people. I think that this moment by itself would be worth all our
effort in coming to Rome: receiving comfort from our communion with the
pope, being illuminated by his guidance. Naturally, the pope himself
indicated, we will have to deal with the Sacred Congregation. In particular,
he mentioned the Secretary of State, Archbishop Casaroli, who will be the
one to talk with me whenever the Secretariat of State grants me an
audience.

Because the pope in his brief message was, I thought, very well-
informed about the situation, and wanted us to explore the concrete
problems more deeply with his different secretariats. But his word is the
important one in this sharing—a word of hope, of encouragement which, as
I have said, served to reinforce in me my will to serve our people in love
through the Church of Jesus Christ.

During this audience, I gave the Holy Father the portrait of Father
Navarro that his brother Napoleén had sent him, also the objects from the
workshops of La Semilla de Dios in La Palma, in Chalatenango, and letters
from some communities, also a gift that Francisco Gonzdlez sent him from
San Miguel. I left him a memorandum in an envelope marked “private.”

I left the Holy Father a memorandum, in the form of a brief letter to
express to him that we were already visiting His Holiness’ different
dicasteries® and I explain to him how difficult it is to carry out the
archbishop’s ministry in the situation of my country, trying to be faithful to
the present magisterium of the Church. I also tell him that the information
1 bring to Rome is supported by documents and publications that reflect
that situation and, at the same time, either defame the Church or express
solidarity with the archbishop—testimonies that come from all over and,
above all, from the people it is my job to guide. And all of this encourages
me to continue my pastoral work the way I do it.

56 Or deaneries; the main offices of the Vatican.
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I also tell him that I am sorry that, based on comments that some
secretariats have made on my pastoral behavior, it seems that a negative
judgment prevails that coincides exactly with that of the most powerful
forces that there, in my archdiocese, try to stop and discredit my apostolic
effort. But I end saying that “you can be sure, Holy Father, of my
faithfulness to you as the Successor of Peter and of my unconditional
allegiance to your magisterium, since in this faithfulness and allegiance I
have always found the secret and the certainty of walking with my flock in
accordance with the Spirit of the Lord.”

I saw this letter later among the papers that Archbishop Casaroli
brought with him to talk to me in the dialogue or audience at the Secretariat
of State. And I could see that at the end of my letter there was some writing
that doubtless was that of the Holy Father making some comments for
Archhishop Casaroli to keep in mind when he talked with me.

That same afternoon of June 21, as I had arranged with Father Pedraz,
we talked on the telephone so I could tell him about my impressions and my
activities in Rome on tape, a recording that I am sure was broadcast on
YSAX that Wednesday, June 21.

Thursday, June 22

o
O
.o\ 0 This morning we had an audience with the Sacred

" Congregation for Catholic Education. Cardinal Garrone
himself, the secretary, Archbishop Antonio Javierre, and another bishop
were present. They explained to us the origins of the two letters about the
problem of the archdiocese and the seminary that arrived through the
nunciature. There is a summary of this audience that was prepared by
Monsignor Urioste, who was present, as was Bishop Rivera y Damas. The
conversation was based around the letter of response I wrote to the Sacred
Congregation on June 5 that I delivered personally. My letter of June 5 in
reply to Cardinal Garrone and the brief document written by Monsignor
Urioste about this audience can be found in the files.

I should say that our clarification was very useful because the truth
about the relationships between the archdiocese, the curia and the
operation of the San José de la Montana Seminary had been very twisted.
We realized that some very disagreeable things had been reported behind
our backs. And they had even asked for an apostolic visitation®” to the

57 A preliminary investigation carried out by a Vatican-appointed “visitator.”
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seminary and the archdiocese—something that even the Sacred
Congregation thought would be inopportune, thank God!

‘We hope that after these clarifications there will be more respect for
the life of the archdiocesan curia in San Salvador and the property it has in
its present location in the San José de la Montafia Seminary, that, as has
been proved, belongs—physically, as a building—to the Archdiocese of
San Salvador. This does not change our intention to build archdiocesan
offices independent of the seminary when necessary.

We were able to leave the Sacred Congregation for Catholic Education
well-informed as to our goodwill and of the difficulties and sometimes
emergencies that occur in the life of the diocese and that, of course, affect
the seminary that is included in the life of the archdiocese.

Afterward we visited Archbishop Maximino Romero, Secretary of the
Sacred Congregation for Clergy. It was a very wide-ranging, very extensive
conversation and provided great guidance for relations with our priests. I
also talked to him about the problem of Quezaltepeque and he promised to
issue a declaration about the situation with the usurper, Father Quinteros.?®
We also talked about the problem of the ten suspended priests,* speaking
on their behalf, and he said that instructions to resolve the situation had
already been given to the bishop of San Vicente.5

At twelve o’clock we went to the Pontifical Justice and Peace
Commission in the San Calixto Palace in Trastevere. We conversed
extensively with the secretary, a French monsignor, who was very
knowledgeable about the social situation and also about the situation of
injustice and abuses in our country. And he provided valuable guidance in
the conversation and showed himself to be very interested in the situation
of our country.

5 0n November 20, 1977, a dissident priest, Father Pedro Antonio Pineda Quinteros,
forcibly took over the church and parish house in Quezaltepeque, ejecting the lawfully
appointed pastor, who continued to serve the parish in the school chapel.

% Priests suspended by Bishop Aparicio of San Vicente for signing the letter criticizing the
nuncio.

80 Aparicio.
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@@) Friday, June 23

% @ The day was left almost entirely for personal concerns because,
besides the problems we brought as a group, each of us also
brought his own specific problems and so we left the whole day Friday
for that.

O Saturday, June 24

The Oblate Sisters of Divine Love, who have been very
attentive during our stay in Rome, provided us with a lovely
excursion to Tivoli that lasted the whole day. Those picturesque fountains,
the natural surroundings, the reminder of so much history provided a real
rest for the spirit in the midst of the problems that create turmoil in our
pastoral work. On our return, we went to Piazza Navona, one of the most
typical in Rome, to have a capuccino, as coffee with cream is called in Rome,
there.

In passing, on the way to Tivoli, we stopped to visit the St. John Lateran
Basilica; it was his [John the Baptist’s] feast day, June 24. The solemn
Second Pontifical Mass of Perozzi was being sung. That chorus and that
organ and that lighting that made the mosaics of the old basilica shine
brought me so many memories. And the crowd present, that mass of
humanity that throughout the centuries is always present and vital in the
Church. A moment to reflect and be encouraged and be a humble, faithful
servant of the Church. St. John Lateran is the pope’s cathedral and is the
mother church of all the churches.

O] sunday, June 25

EO/"\..

We went to St. Peter’s Square at twelve noon to pray the
Angelus with the pope. Before beginning the prayer to the
Virgin, the pope told the moving story of an Italian boy named Mauro (I do
not remember his last name), eleven years old, who, when his fifteen-year-
old brother was kidnapped, offered himself to the kidnappers in place of his
brother because he was ill. And from April until now nothing has been
heard because the ransom demanded is very large and the family cannot
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get that much. His mother has also offered herself. And the pope protested
this ingratitude at the same time that he offered his solidarity to the family
and addressed words of encouragement and admiration to young Mauro,
whom the pope called a “little lamb of goodness” in contrast to the evil of
the kidnappers. This declaration of the pope filled me with satisfaction
because this gesture of understanding of human suffering coincides with
my way of preaching. I thank God that I have found here a new inspiration
to go on with my pastoral work.

At midday, the ambassador from El Salvador to the Holy See, Don
Prudencio Llach, invited us to lunch at the Grand Hotel, where he is
staying.

In the afternoon, we had a very extensive audience with the Father
General (the superior of the Jesuits), Father Pedro Arrupe, with whom we
analyzed the steps we are taking in Rome and our situation in El Salvador.
He understands well that there are some very different currents in the
Church and that we must consciously follow where our consciences lead us
and try to keep the pope well-informed of our actions and of our intentions.
He has a great deal of experience with the misinterpretations that often
occur of the work of the Jesuits, an experience that has helped us as well to
be serene in moments of misunderstanding and difficulty. He is a very holy
man and it is obvious that the Spirit of God has enlightened him for him to
have a spirit that is so open and understands the present moment so well.
He again offered us the complete collaboration of the Jesuits—which, in
fact, we already receive.

@(@& Monday, June 26

% @ At the invitation of Monsignor Michele Buro of the Sacred
Congregation for Bishops, ] went to talk with him as the
Secretary of the Congregation. I gave him my letter accepting the invitation
to be a special guest at Puebla. I also took him the account I prepared for
Cardinal Baggio about the meeting we had last week. Monsignor Buro
insisted on his well-known ideas about prudence and of “purely
evangelical” preaching.

At eleven o’clock in the morning we had an appointment with Cardinal
Pironio. It was a pleasure to find this great friend of the Latin American
bishops had been promoted to the position of Cardinal Prefect of the
Congregation for Religious and that he still always manifests that same
spirit of simplicity and humility, that friendly reception, with which he was
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able to make wise comments about different matters we consulted him on
about religious life, about women religious in parochial work. He was
referring to this when he told us that women religious are fully developing
their vocation as long as they meet three conditions: love of Jesus Christ,
fidelity to their charisms®! and a service useful to the local Church where
they work.

I also asked him about the different currents in the Church and about
the meeting of bishops to be held in Puebla. He responded to everything in
the open way in which he has always given his words of guidance. When we
were saying good-bye, when I told him that I was accused of being an
instrument of communism in Latin America, Cardinal Pironio told me: “It
does not surprise me, since they have even published a book with the title
of Pironio, Pyromaniac.” So this is the legacy of everyone who tries to
preach social justice and promote our Latin America.

Bishop Rivera and Monsignor Urioste also visited the Sacred
Congregation for the Sacraments to consult them about some things,
especially about Confirmation, about which Monsignor Urioste wrote a
brief memorandum.

In the evening, at six-thirty, at the Secretariat of State we were received
by Archbishop Casaroli. Monsignor Urioste also wrote up a short
document about this conversation, which was very interesting. I refer you
to that so that I may keep these notes brief. At this meeting Bishop Rivera,
Monsignor Urioste, the ambassador to the Holy See and I were present.

o o Tuesday, June 27

o Today, only a private visit to Monsignor de Nicol6 who, as I said
before, is a good friend, and with whom this time we talked
very privately and confidentially about different things, which was very
useful for me.

61 Particular gifts. In a religious order, the gifts and vision imparted by the founder.
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Wednesday, June 28

Since today is a day without any particular commitments, I took
the morning to go again to the general audience of the Holy
Father, mixed in with the crowd. It gave me great pleasure to feel myself
just another one of the Christians who come from different parts of the
world and wait with such longing to see the pope. As it is the eve of St.
Peter’s feast day, it was a very meaningful, very joyous audience. Before the
arrival of the pope, there were some songs in all the different languages
and, when the pope arrived, the sound of the applause was enormous. The
pope spoke of St. Peter, of his tomb, of his basilica and of how all of us
Christians there are very close to the rock that is the foundation of the
Church. He invited us to be faithful to that Church.

I took with me the things I had bought to take home as souvenirs with
the blessing of the pope.

In the afternoon, a visit from Mother Maria Castro Llerena, who
assured me that my petition to start a branch of her order in El Salvador was
progressing and that, possibly, after the founding of the one in Panama that
was already taking place, it would be El Salvador’s turn next.

After the visit of Mother Llerena and the Mother General of the
Oblates, I went to St. Peter’s when they were singing the vespers of the
patron saints, Sts. Peter and Paul. Both of them are patron saints of Rome.
I also heard here the solemn vesper song in a festive atmosphere, with
people from all over the world filling the choir area of the basilica, which
brought me many memories. And there, near St. Peter’s tomb, I recited the
Apostles’ Creed, asking the Lord for the faithfulness and clarity to believe
and preach the same faith as the apostle St. Peter.

In the evening, on our nightly walk that we take with Father Juan
Bosco Estrada, we again went around St. Peter’s Square, remembering
there so many historical things that are evoked by the names of Peter and
Paul in Rome.

@@% Thursday, June 29

% @ Preparations for the return trip. Visit to St. Peter’s. The solemn

Mass in the morning is impressive. Many people come and go,

filling the square and the adjacent streets—a true patronal feast, but with a

universal implication. In the same way that in our towns the patronal feast
days bring in all the people from all the neighboring villages and towns,
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St. Peter’s feast is ecumenical. Instead of villages and towns, we see here
people from all nations of the world. But the spirit is the same: a popular
celebration, a joyous occasion inspired by Christian faith and hope. Some
selling, some buying, people coming and going, joy: This is the result of
being in contact with those heroes who have conquered and reign in
eternity, while we are pilgrims in this life trying to follow their examples.

In the evening, departure for the airport and return to my country. In
spite of the fact that  am going home, back to my country, I am sad to leave
Rome. Rome is the home of everyone who has faith and a true sense of
Church. Rome is the homeland for all Christians. The pope is there, who is
the father of us all. I have felt him so close. I leave very grateful to him
because my heart, faith and spirit continue to be nourished by this rock
where the unity of the Church is felt so palpably.

Tomorrow, June 30, the fifteenth anniversary of the pope’s coronation,
we will be busy with our trip, in getting home, unpacking, etc. Rome will
always be mother, teacher, homeland in our hearts.

o O Friday, June 30

o This day began for me in the Madrid airport. Last night, from
eight to eleven p.m., the flight from Rome to Madrid. At two

a.m. departure for San Juan, Puerto Rico, San José, Costa Rica and El
Salvador. The infinitely long night over the ocean. An uneventful trip. Many
thoughts fill my mind, many intentions my heart. We are coming back after
having been in such intimate communication with the pope and the Holy
See, to our see that Divine Providence has given us. We have collected
impressions, conversations, recommendations—everything good that the
pope and Rome can offer to a bishop who wants to remain faithful to the
unity of the universal Church.

The long night of traveling dawns on Latin American shores and,
around nine a.m., we arrive at Ilopango Airport, where a crowd of good
people receives me with applause, with words of welcome. An interview
with the press to explain to them that my visit to Rome has been very
satisfactory, to send my greetings to everyone reached by such methods of
social communication, among which there is a radio station in Guatemala.

Bishop Revelo, the auxiliary bishop, is among the friends who have
come to welcome me, and he tells me that there is a Mass organized at the
cathedral to welcome me and so that I can greet the people. I head to the
cathedral, celebrate the Mass and, at the time for the Gospel, Bishop
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Revelo welcomes me very formally and I reply by giving my impressions of
Rome, issuing a call to work, to continue building this Church, thanking the
pope for his words of encouragement, feeling myself confirmed in my work,
in my hope, in my ideals, inviting everyone to celebrate together this Mass
to begin a new stage in our pastoral work.

My preaching was broadcast on the radio. This homily was repeated
on several different programs today and the next day.

July 1978

9)“\9 Saturday, July 1

I am trying to adjust to the change in time that upsets sleep and
work patterns to such a great extent. In the morning, I went to
deliver letters I had brought for religious from other religious, for
communities in the archdiocese. Among the communities I went to are
Bethany in Santa Tecla, the Oblates of Divine Love, the Colegio La Sagrada
Familia, the parish of Centro América, the Josephite Fathers, the Jesuit
Fathers. I have had the pleasure of taking to them personally greetings
from their own religious who live in Rome.

In the afternoon, I preached the Holy Hour that is said the first of every
month in the Chapel of Expiation at Divine Providence Hospital.

@ Sunday, July 2

%@@ The Mass at the cathedral was offered in honor of the pope and
of all the communities of the archdiocese. Also some priests,
religious and especially laity filled the cathedral completely. It was even
necessary to use the choir area. It was a marvelous response to the call to
celebrate the pope’s day. I recounted my impressions of my trip to Rome.
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I gave witness to the confirmation of the path that we are following in the
archdiocese. I have tried to leave the impression of robust faith, hope and
love, of faithfulness to the pope. The people applauded the homily, and
there was also some very affectionate applause as I entered and left the
cathedral. God be praised for the love that our people feel for their pastors!

o O Monday, July 3

o o I think the most memorable of today’s visits has been that of
Mrs. Matsumoto, wife of the Japanese gentleman who was
kidnapped in the month of May and about whom there has been no news.
With the manager of the textile factory INSINCA as interpreter, she
expressed her desire for me to help her find her hushand, that I might
mention him in one of my homilies. I offered, if she wanted me to, to write
an article to be put in the newspaper, and she thought it was a good idea that
I should write it and that she would pay the cost of the ad in the newspapers.
Mrs. Matsumoto said that even though she was not a Christian she
would like to pray with me for her husbhand. I introduced her to Mother Luz,
who gave her some words of comfort, and together we went to pray before
the Blessed Sacrament in the chapel of the hospital. I asked with great
confidence in the Lord that he bring Mrs. Matsumoto’s anguish to an end.

October 1978

_O/"\O_ Sunday, October 1

-o\ | 0(0- The previous cassette was recorded only on one side and
covers the period from June 21 to July 4. This diary was
interrupted there by circumstances, perhaps my fault. I hope that this gap
between July 4 and today when we begin again, October 1, 1978, can be
filled in.
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Today, October 1, is Sunday. I celebrated Mass in the cathedral. In the
homily I told of my week’s activities, especially about visiting different
communities and telling about the fervent religious life of our diocese and
other ecclesial activities—among them, the round table organized by the
Catholic university to discuss my third pastoral letter,%2 which is also
Bishop Rivera’s first.

Also, I denounced the outrage perpetrated in the National University,
and especially the disappearance of an employee of ANDA who lived near
the university and was taken by guards of the university itself. He was
beaten and is considered disappeared.® I also denounced the continued
repressions, especially in the peasant sectors of San Pedro Perulapan and
Cinquera, and the disappearance of a young woman who was shot in
Colonia Nicaragua and taken to the hospital, where she was under police
guard who later took her out of the hospital to some unknown destination.

After the Mass at the cathedral, I went to a celebration in El Plan del
Pino, part of the parish of San Sebastidn de Ciudad Delgado. The Carmelite
Spanish missionary sisters work in the community El Plan del Pino, the
same ones who are in charge of the Salvadoran Policlinic and also work in
La Laguna in the department of Chalatenango. It was a very rich, fervent
experience. A group of young people had been prepared to receive
Confirmation and, naturally, the main part of the liturgy was addressed to
them.

But I also met several different groups there, organized by the sisters,
that are promoting a truly admirable pastoral work: a group of young
people, a group of the Family of God, a group of catechists, a group of ladies
of the Guardia del Santisimo.?* This is a beautiful combination of piety and
action. I congratulated the sisters and their collaborators in a nice meeting
that took place after the Mass. The crowd that came out to meet me and that
attended the Holy Mass was very large, and I noted their great cordiality
and warm reception for the sisters and for the bishop.

In the afternoon in the chancery, we talked with Father Moreno, with
Bachiller Cuéllar, to question one of those who had disappeared who has
escaped from jail. And he has told us about horrible things that happen in
the mysterious realm of the jails of the security forces where, I am sure, are
several people we mourn as disappeared. It is a very sensitive secret; some
really dreadful revelations!

62“The Church and Popular Political Organizations,” on their relationship and on
violence.

63 Known to have been taken away by security forces but whereabouts and fate unknown.
Often used as a noun.

64 A pious group with devotion to the Eucharist.
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At night, I celebrated the Holy Hour in Divine Providence Hospital.
And afterward I went out again to celebrate the tenth anniversary in the
priesthood of Father Samuel Orellana of the parish of Ayutuxtepeque. It
was also a very nice event in a community that feels great affection and
appreciation for their parish priest.

@@% Monday, October 2

% @ The morning was dedicated to sharing with the group of priests
of different dioceses who meet monthly in the minor seminary

of San José de la Montafia. They had asked me to explain to them the
origins and theological foundations of the third pastoral letter. I noted a
great deal of interest on the part of these dear priests because after my
presentation, which I tried to make brief, a discussion began in which most
of them participated. And if it did not go on longer, it was because it had
gotten to be nearly noon. But they promised me that they would meet in
groups to reflect on everything we had discussed and that, in the next
meeting, they would give me their opinions and tell me the results of their
group discussions.

T also invited them, in response to a question they asked me, to use one
of their sessions (at which I would like to be present) to talk about the
problem of the seminary and of the priests who do not make a serious effort
to follow the pastoral line of the archdiocese seriously.

I had lunch with Father Luis Armijo, whom I had seen yesterday. He
was the director of the Crusade of Family Prayer when it developed here in
El Salvador, and continues to have great affection for us. He has collected
recommendations from different Latin American bishops in order to try to
get a subsidy from Adveniat®® and thus encourage this prayer crusade in the
different Latin American countries.

By telephone from Guatemala, the secretary of the nunciature
consulted me about the commemoration of the funeral of the Holy Father.%6
I told them that, as far as the archdiocese was concerned, it would be held
next Tuesday (that is, tomorrow) with the participation of all the clergy, and
I invited him. He accepted the invitation to come. And as to what he
consulted me about, I told him that we could follow the nuncio’s custom of
holding it in the nunciature, but that I would recommend avoiding so much

65The German bishops’ agency to assist the Church in Latin America.
66 Pope John Paul I, who died after just a month in office. Pope Paul VI had died August 6.
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publicity. For it seems like the government is more interested in publicity
which makes the newspapers than in prayer and paying homage to the Holy
Father. The secretary thanked me and he said that he would take my
observations into account.

o O Tuesday, October 3

o) o Today, as on all first Tuesdays, was the meeting of the clergy,
which was attended also by numerous women religious who
work directly in the pastoral work. The topic to be studied was the third
pastoral letter. A very original and interesting note was that the exposition
of the first part was presented by two women religious. The doctrinal part
and the conclusions were presented by Father Fabidn [Amaya]. The
discussion was very interesting, many ideas were clarified and amplified as
well. The meeting ended at 11:30 in order to attend the Mass at 12:15 in the
cathedral, offered in suffrage for the eternal rest of His Holiness, John Paul
I. The cathedral was completely filled with women religious and laypeople.

In the homily I emphasized three concepts in honor of the Holy Father.
How during his brief pontificate, he was a luminous response from God,
showing forth these three concepts of the Church: its hierarchical nature
(God has called us intensely to reflect on the papacy with the death of two
popes and two elections), but the hierarchical nature is subordinated to
service to the Church, in the same way that the Church is subordinated to
service to the Kingdom of God and to the world as a whole.

And because of this (the second concept), that hierarchy and the
Church must be, above all, Christian. And this is the great lesson left us by
Pope John Paul, because his humility, his poverty, his disregard for the
vanities of life, the sureness of his teaching, a discipline not based on
legalism but on conviction and on love, are all expressions of a pope at the
apex of the hierarchy in the service of the Church, but, above all, of a
Christian who, like Paul, can say: “Be imitators of me as I am of Christ”

[1 Corinthians 11:1].

And therefore the third concept: devotion to Mary. I pointed out the
affection that the pope showed for the Virgin and I ended reading the brief
message that the pope addressed to the Third Marian Congress in
Ecuador, his only radio message addressed to Latin America.

At night, I participated in the Mass of the Franciscan Fathers in the
Concepcidn parish, which was already celebrating the feast of Saint Francis
of Assisi. In my sermon I presented St. Francis as a Catholic man and I
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explained the structure of the Church with its human deficiencies in the
hierarchical aspect. And, therefore, St. Francis as a Christian. This is the
hierarchical Church at the service of Christianity. And for this reason it
must express holiness and an evangelical sense in all of its structures. And
Francis is an example for us of a truly Christian Catholic and, therefore my
third thought, the perfect man. Francis, because he was an authentic
Christian, is also the fully developed man: joyful, ample, etc.

_O)"\O_ Wednesday, October 4

Mo St. Francis’ feast day. I went to celebrate it with the people of

San Francisco Morazan in the department of Chalatenango,
who had invited me several times. The reception from the people was
enthusiastic. They led me to the temple, where we celebrated Mass in a
church that was completely full. Sister Imelda, an Oblate Sister of Divine
Love, works there although she lives in Citald. But through an agreement
with the episcopal vicar of Chalatenango, Father Fabidn, she is doing good
work in that town, which has not had a priest for some time.

I preached the same idea again from yesterday’s homily in honor of St.
Francis, naturally making applications to the difficult situation of those
towns of Chalatenango: accused, watched, terrified. And I invited them to
live authentic and brave Catholicism and Christianity in spite of all the
difficulties. After the Mass we held a meeting with the pastoral agents. And
with joy I realized that there are very good pastoral cores in some villages.
Father Fabian planned with them and with Mother Imelda the work that is
to be done, always building the same line of the pastoral work.

Upon returning to San Salvador, I learned the news that they had
finally found the body of Mr. Fujio Matsumoto, with whose wife and
daughter I have talked several times to console them, to guide them. And
they were waiting for me this afternoon to bring me the news. And through
their tears, they indicated they also felt satisfaction at being able to take his
ashes back to Japan.

Also, people were waiting for me at the archdiocesan offices to discuss
the case of our refugee. A woman lawyer participated in the meeting
and things seem to be very interesting at the same time that they are
very secret.
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@@@g Thursday, October 5

% @ The first visitor was a member of FAPU, an organization that is
interested in having news about and communicating with the

probable refugee supposed to be at the archdiocese. I tried to be evasive to
keep the secret, which will be revealed later. The Christian Democratic
Party has taken responsibility for this refugee and has secured him asylum
in the Venezuelan embassy, where he was taken by members of that party.
Before that they heard his very interesting testimony about the tragic
situation of the people who have disappeared but who are in the jails, still
alive.

Today I also received a report that, in the early morning, Father David
Rodriguez was taken along with Piquin, an announcer—or rather, singer-—
on YSAX, on the program that is broadcast at five p.m. They were taken to
the police and also Father Trinidad Nieto was taken, near Apopa. He was
also taken to the National Guard. There was word in the afternoon that
Father Nieto had been freed, but the others were still prisoners, still at the
police station.

o O Friday, October 6

o This morning they freed Father David Rodriguez and Piquin
and they came to the archdiocese to report on the treatment

they had received from the National Police. The priest was treated with
great respect in an attempt to give the impression that they have not
maltreated priests, that there is no persecution of the Church. Bishop
Aparicio was present at the police station, and they wanted him to see the
respect they had for priests and that what they were after was Marxist
infiltration. Unfortunately, Bishop Aparicio, instead of defending the cause
of the Church, agreed with the motives the police gave—which could be
dangerous for the archdiocese, because their purpose is to give the
impression that the archdiocese exaggerates, that there really is
communist infiltration and that we are not being fair when we denounce so
much abuse of the people and the Church.

This morning we have resumed our working breakfasts. We study the
reality of the country at this moment and the role of the Church. I expressed
my admiration for the loyalty of these priests and laity who provide such
valuable service to the archbishop. We ended with the decision that we will
have a morning of reflection to study the working document for the Third
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Conference in Puebla in order to help me prepare some specific points that
it would be good for the Latin American bishops to hear.

This afternoon we celebrated the Mass for Mr. Fujio Matsumoto, who
had been held by kidnappers since May and whose body was found on the
Cerro San Jacinto in a plastic bag, not yet decomposed, so that they were
able to identify him. According to the Japanese ritual, he was cremated and
his ashes in a small urn are what were present at the Mass. The family, that
is, his wife and daughter, will take these ashes back to their country.

Saturday, October 7

T
\@O On the personal side, I have spent time in reflection and I have
not done any work in the office. The only thing I did was to ask
Father Pedraz to get the copy of the Puebla document for the study we
referred to yesterday.

@@ﬂ Sunday, October 8

% @ At the eight o’clock Mass at the cathedral we had Dutch
television filming the Mass with the homily and all the events of

this Mass that, thanks be to God, is becoming an ecclesial event. I saw in
the crowd the ambassador from Ecuador and the cultural attaché of the
United States Embassy. The people who came from Holland to film for
television told me that they thought it had been magnificent. They were
very impressed by the crowd and by their attentiveness. The Dutch crew
promised they would also go to the Mass that would be celebrated that
evening in El Calvario in Santa Tecla.

In the afternoon I attended a meeting of base communities that took
place in the parochial convent of Soyapango. It was very interesting,
especially the participation of the young people who, in discussion with me,
were searching for answers to many interesting questions. The lack of
relationship between the parish priest and the communities was explained.
And I encouraged them to look for a solution that would make this parish
a true Christian community, of which the parish priest must be the head.
And there must be very open discussion with him in order to present the
Christian witness of a community that truly follows Jesus Christ. We



8 B THE DIARY

celebrated the Eucharist in honor of the Virgin of the Rosary, whose feast
day was being celebrated there.

And in the evening, as was already mentioned, I celebrated Mass in El
Calvario in Santa Tecla to present solemnly the new parish priest, Father
Francisco Xavier Aguilar, a Jesuit. The vicar, Father Benito Tovar, assisted,
as well as other priests and representatives of the religious communities of
Santa Tecla, and a crowd of the faithful filled the church. The parish priest
was very pleasantly surprised by the reception offered to him. After Mass,
we talked cordially with some of the parishioners.

And in my room in the Divine Providence Hospital, the Dutch
television people interviewed me about the situation of the Church and the
country. We finished rather late but with the satisfaction of having
completed one more day of work toward spreading the Kingdom of God on
earth.

o o Monday, October 9

o o In the afternoon I went to celebrate Mass in the village of La

Loma in the territory of San Pedro Perulapan, a Mass offered
for two murdered peasants who were found near the Apulo Highway. I was
surprised by the size of the crowd waiting for me. I addressed words of
comfort to them. The mother, wives, children and other family members
and friends of those murdered were present there.

All of them reflected the fear being sowed in these sectors of our dear
people—fear that is justified by the repression and abuse of authority by the
security forces and, especially, by the armed peasant groups like the
organization ORDEN, In fact, while we celebrated Mass, they appeared
with their curved knives, some of them unsheathed, and they stood where
they could watch the crowd. They wrote down the license number of the
van in which we had come with the sisters. And there was an aggressive
attitude, or, at least, a mistrustful wariness.

AndIunderstood the peasants’ fears, why many men sleep somewhere
other than at their homes for fear of being taken by surprise at night. It is
a shame that the authorities support an organization that is against their
brother peasants. This is what I analyze in my third pastoral letter. I was
pleased by the comfort that we were able to offer to the suffering families
and the encouragement and spirit that we tried to inject into the Christian
community also.
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In the archdiocesan offices, a visit from two university representatives
of AGEUS® in order to ask for the support of the archbishop in their
demands at the university, which is controlled by armed men that have
destroyed their confidence in that atmosphere of culture. With pleasure, 1
offered to help them to the extent that I am able. And, in order for me to be
able to do that, they agreed to invite certain other people to the archdiocese
on the following day.

_O)"\O- Tuesday, October 10

2:

a nro Among the visits I had one from some poor workers or

peasants from La Union in the diocese of San Miguel. One of

them had marks of the torture to which he had been subjected
unexpectedly in a meeting of Christians when a National Guardsman, who
arrived by surprise, hit him on the back of the neck and then kicked him in
the stomach. And the man thinks that these blows have affected his health.
He even thinks he has symptoms that may mean he is losing his eyesight
and wanted to tell us about it so that a complaint could be filed and we could
see what else could be done for them.

Also the visit of Dr. Hugo Lopez from the Cursillo de Cristiandad, who
since Saturday has not known the whereabouts of his two daughters,
university students, who were taken prisoner by agents of the National
Police. And they are not acknowledged to be in any center of the security
forces. We have also taken notes so that we can denounce the situation on
our radio program.

This Tuesday we also began again the practice of having breakfasts at
which we evaluate and plan the responsibilities of the curia. The group
which met at the Divine Providence Hospital included Father Brito,
Monsignor Urioste and Father Chus Delgado.5® And we discussed matters
related to the Pastoral Commission, which needs to be reorganized. And for
that reason, we agreed to have another meeting with other specialists in
pastoral work.

In the afternoon, the meeting suggested by the students of AGEUS
took place. A representative of the parents’ organization, a representative of
the Human Rights Commission and Father Brito, representing the
archdiocese, were present. Yet another meeting was called for tomorrow.

67 A student organization.
68 Father Jests Delgado.
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In the evening, dinner in the house of the architect Romeo Jovel with
members of the Secretariat of the Cursillo de Cristiandad. There was a very
interesting conversation about how Christianity should be lived in our time.
It was very encouraging to me to see how well they understand these new
commitments that the Church, without betraying its ancient traditions, has
to accept to understand the present moment and what the world expects
from it as service on the part of Jesus Christ.

@(@g{) Wednesday, October 11

% @ Two principal activities at the curia today. At noon the meeting
of the economic administration with the priests’ cooperative in

which they studied the advantage of transferring the money from the curia
to the account of the priests’ cooperative, which gives interest and offers
special attention to our curia. We agreed and asked for the greatest
cooperation possible to respond to the economic needs of our archdiocese.
I have realized that the situation is precarious and that it is necessary to
study ways to provide more economic security for our activities.

In the evening the meeting of Caritas—the archdiocesan meeting that
I called so that they could advise me about what the statutes say about
whether or not it is the archbishop who is to select the national board and
the president. Bishop Aparicio, once he was named by the Bishops’
Conference, had to be approved by Archbishop Chéavez.% And, according to
the statutes, the term is only for a year. I feel responsible for naming an
efficient board that will direct this institution that has so much
responsibility honestly and with a sense of Church. A committee composed
of the Ingeniero Galvan and one of the ladies from the archdiocesan board
was named to talk with Bishop Aparicio and express our point of view to
him: that is, that the archbishop should name the national board of Caritas.

69 Luis Chavez y Gonzélez, Romero’s predecessor, was archbishop from 1938 to 1976.
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O O Thursday, October 12

o Today I was visited by the British ambassador, who seemed
very interested in learning about the situation of the Church
and of El Salvador in general, and especially about the relationship between
the Church and the government.

At noon, I celebrated Mass at the Maria Eugenia House, which
belongs to the Sisters of the Assumption. All of the communities that work
in El Salvador were assembled, reviewing their own charisms in order to
put them at the service of the people. Since it was the feast day of the Virgin
of Pilar, I talked to them about confidence in the Virgin and about how
providential their presence was for our continent.

Friday, October 13

./E'l.')\?
I celebrated Mass at the Colegio Santa Teresa of the Carmelite

\” Sisters of Saint Teresa. They wanted with this activity to
anticipate the celebration of their patron, St. Teresa of Jesus.

Afterward I accompanied Father Cristdbal Cortés in the Sacred Heart
Basilica in the awards program, or rather, the graduation from the
bachillerato of their first bachilleres from the Colegio San Antonio in
Soyapango. I encouraged the young people to achieve the two syntheses
they should in a Catholic school: the synthesis between culture and faith
and the synthesis between faith and life.

Afterward I went, along with the Carmelite Sisters from the hospital, to
rest for a while at the house of the Oblate Sisters of Divine Love in Planes
de Renderos.

@% Saturday, October 14

% @ I participated in the meeting of laity held at the convent at
Soyapango. This is a national meeting, held every month, of
laity who work with priests.
I have asked the diocese to intensify its prayers, since today in Rome
the cardinals will begin the election of a successor to John Paul I.
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O} sunday, October 15

At the Mass at the cathedral at eight a.m., I gave the homily as
usual, denouncing especially the case of a person disappeared
since December 1977 who escaped from the Treasury Police jail September
29 and who presently has asylum in the Venezuelan Embassy. It is certainly
proof that many of the disappeared are prisoners of the security forces.

The theme of my homily, the three Gospel readings, was called: “God’s
feast with humankind”—how God prepares a feast, invites all humankind,
but not all of them are worthy of this invitation; how the Church is the
messenger bringing this invitation of God to the feast.

At eleven o’clock, I celebrated Mass at the Colonia Roma, where the
Carmelite fathers are honoring their patron saint, St. Teresa.

And in the evening I was in Colonia Atlacat] in Divine Providence
Parish, where the Redemptorist Fathers are doing very good work. After
Mass, we had a meeting to organize the board of directors of the parish
Caritas Commiittee.

_O)"\?_ | Monday, October 16

Today we received the welcome news of the election of the new
pope, Cardinal Carol Wojtila, who has taken the name John
Paul II. On the Vatican radio we received his first blessing and heard his
first words. We felt the joy of the Church and asked God for his blessings
for the tremendous responsibilities John Paul II faces.

@ Tuesday, October 17

%@ A very busy morning of visits. In the afternoon, an interesting
meeting on the problem of the pastoral work of the

archdiocese, in which we decided to study the reality of the pastoral
situation we have in order later to study the organization, so that our
pastoral work may be more productive.

With Father Enrique Gloden, national director of the Pontifical
Mission Works, we prepared the tape as we do every Wednesday for
broadcast on YSAX, the Pan American Voice.
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I had a pleasant visit from a group of young people from one of the
sections of the Miramonte Parish, who have been preparing for First
Communions and Confirmations and came to invite me. And we discussed
their pastoral work at great length.

In the evening, a dinner in Santa Tecla that the community he
organized has planned to celebrate his birthday.

o O Wednesday, October 18

o o In the evening, a meeting with pastoral workers in Soyapango.

We discussed very frankly the lack of communication that
exists with the parish priest. But the discussion was very positive and I was
left with great hope for mutual collaboration.

-O)“\O_ Thursday, October 19
O
-o\ nro I celebrated Mass in the Colegio de la Divina Providenciain the
elementary school. Today is the feast day of the founder of the
Passionist Sisters, St. Paul of the Cross. And I talked to them about their
charism, encouraging them to submit to the will of God as the best cross
one can bear.

In the afternoon, an interesting visit arranged by Father Walter Guerra
with someone who knows a great deal about the secret depths of the
political situation of the country. We agreed to talk again.

Afterward, a visit from representatives of peasants’ organizations to
explain to me the situation of the workers on the coffee, cotton and
sugarcane plantations and the improvements in conditions they seek from
the Labor Ministry in order to ask for my support for their just demands. I
made them see also that, to be just, it was necessary to take into account the
needs of the owners, and they agreed. And I consider many of the peasants’
demands to be just ones—another reason to continue this effort to support
our dear people.




92 m THE DIARY

%@O Friday, October 20

% @ An interesting visit from Mr. Eugenio Araujo, who wanted

Monsignor Urioste to be present, to explain his plans for
expenditures in the cultivation of sugarcane and how what the peasants
demand is impossible, given the situation of the cane owners. I had the
impression that he had already made his decision and that discussion was
of little use. As I told him, I understood the needs of the cane owners, but
that it was also necessary to understand the pressing needs of the peasants
who work with them and that it was necessary to look for intelligent
solutions.

Another visit this morning, a very important one, was that of the
president of CEBEMO.”° CEBEMO is a Dutch aid organization that has
shown a great interest in learning about the situation of the country and of
the Church. We talked at great length and he offered his full collaboration
in support of our pastoral line. I thanked him for the marvelous contribution
they have made to the improvement of our diocesan press. And when he
asked what was the next program we needed help with, I talked to him
about improvements needed to coordinate the services of the
communications office and the Legal Aid Office. He liked our proposal a
great deal and promised to help us be able to have a more formal kind of
Vicariate of Solidarity.

At lunchtime, a meeting with representatives of the archdiocese and
the Christian Democratic Party to discuss the situation of the country and
search, each one in his own area of expertise, for a way to resolve the
situation. There was much talk of democratization, meaning allowing more
participation of the Salvadoran people in public action—something that the
political parties will have to work on—and also meaning normalizing the
situation of the country so there is legality, so there is more respect for
democratic institutions. We accept the pastoral responsibility and from our
evangelical perspective will work for an improvement in the country.
Privately one of them, Licenciado [Alberto] Arene, made some very
perceptive observations about the role being played by my preaching,
which I appreciated, because it seemed to me very constructive criticism.

In the evening the problem with my stomach got worse and I called Dr.
Saca, who ordered me to go to the hospital. And I have been in the
Emergency and Diagnostic Hospital since that night.

7OMr. Thom Kierstiéns.
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O Sunday, October 22

Saturday, October 21, and Sunday, October 22, I have been in
the hospital, where I have been very well attended by Dr. Saca
and the director of the hospital, Dr. Badia, a good Catholic with whom I
have talked about the social situation. He is a doctor who is very sensitive
to social problems and who believes that a profession is not only for oneself
but rather must be seen as a service to the people. He gave me a copy of a
book he has written and some journals of which he is editor in which he
maintains this principle of health for the people.

The Sunday Mass was celebrated by Father Jesus Delgado, who gave
a very brave homily, denouncing the anomalies at the university and other
unjust situations in the country.

9)"\0_ Monday, October 23

I returned to my residence after being well taken care of in the
Emergency and Diagnostic Center. I prepared a brief message
for the day I was in the hospital, to be broadcast on the radio. And according
to the doctor’s instructions, I will not be able to carry out my commitments
this week. I regret this, but it is God’s will, as shown by my health which I
have not recovered completely.

@ Tuesday, October 24

ﬁ@ St. Raphael’s feast day, patron of hospitals. I was unable to go to

San Rafael, Chalatenango, where I had agreed to celebrate this
patronal feast, nor to Paraiso, where there was to be a meeting of catechists,
but I was able to celebrate Mass at the Diagnostic Hospital and thereby
could express my gratitude for the attention I received very generously at
no charge from Dr. Saca and the doctors who work there and were there at
that time, as well as the nurses and employees. They indicated their
appreciation of this unexpected Mass at their hospital.
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O Wednesday, October 25

Because of my health I also had to cancel the commitmentI had
to Father Sergio Moreno, parish priest of San José Guayabal, to
celebrate with him his twenty-fifth anniversary as a priest. But I have joined
him spiritually in his expression of thanks.

9)"\‘2 Thursday, October 26
Today at noon, in the cathedral with the priests and faithful, we

O
.O\N!/O- celebrated Mass for the new pope, John Paul II. As usual, it was

very fervent and I was able to demonstrate to the faithful and to the
archdiocese my unshakable adherence to Peter’s successor.

@@@J Friday, October 27

% Today the meeting in Puebla would have been ending, the
meeting that was supposed to have begun on October 12,
which, due to the deaths of Popes Paul VI and John Paul I, the new pope,
John Paul II, has postponed to a later date that has not been announced yet.

O Saturday, October 28

Because I was still weak, I had to cancel the visit I was so
looking forward to making to San Antonio los Ranchos, which
today celebrates its festival of the corn. It is a typical festival in which they
use all the products of corn. And I was only able to send them a written
message, praising this tradition and showing them how the Church
supports any initiative of the people and how we wished that this product of
our earth—corn, the grain of which is the base of our nutrition—could be
on every table when, many times, even this is absent.

There was also going to be a meeting in San Antonio Abad that day, but
I asked Monsignor Urioste to preside at it since it had to do with somewhat
complicated difficulties in the pastoral work of different groups.
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Tuesday, October 31

A

C:

- -

\ A meeting with the major seminary and with parish priests who

X 11 (°) .. . . .

have seminarians and with the seminary team and with the

Pastoral Commission. It took place at the house of the Passionist Sisters on
the road to Planes de Renderos, and it was a very honest session in which
we discussed the problem of the seminary on a very deep level, analyzing
the year which is coming to an end and finding many deficiencies, but being
encouraged to overcome them through a very sincere desire to have an
authentic pastoral work in our archdiocese.

November 1978

@(@@g Friday, November 3

% I celebrated the festival of St. Martin with the parish of
Quezaltepeque. There were Confirmations of young people

who had been very well prepared by Father Roberto and those who work
with him. The parish church and El Calvario and the convent are still
occupied by Father Quinteros, who is truly a usurper but receives support
from political forces which are against the Church. I encouraged those
present (and they were many) to remain firm in their union with the true
Church and reminded them that the temple of God is not a physical Church
but is rather each one of us and that all of us as a community form the living
temple that is built to the glory of God.
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O Saturday, November 4

This day of St. Charles Borromeo I had the satisfaction of
ordaining Rafael Urrutia,” who has finished his studies of
theology in the seminary in Guatemala. He is a young man of great promise.
And especially, he shows great solidarity with the hierarchy of his
archdiocese. He will form part of the pastoral team of Chalatenango.

Sunday, November 5

At noon, I participated in the celebration that the parish of
Santo Tomas has organized to commemorate the twenty-five
years Father Teodoro Alvarenga has been in parish work. I praised his
work. I pointed out how a good priest is truly a blessing of God and
encouraged the community to continue in its solidarity with its parish
priest.

@ Monday, November 6

%@ ‘We had a meeting with Ingeniero Galvan, Dr. Fuentes and
other advisers to discuss the change in the national board and

presidency of Caritas that we have been trying to achieve, so that the
statutes that make the archbishop responsible for national Caritas be
discussed in a fair way and Caritas recover its true mission in this country.
Everyone is inclined to support the position of the archbishop in promoting
a new national board, of which some of those present would be members.

Also, today marks fifty years that Father Platero has been part of the
Jesuit Community of Carmen in Santa Tecla. Although his pastoral work is
in the parish of Guadalupe in the department of San Vicente, I sent him
congratulations from the archdiocese.

1 Later chancellor of the archdiocese. A chancellor is responsible for transacting the
business of a diocese.
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o O Tuesday, November 7

At midday, in the Divine Providence Hospital, I celebrated with
Le] (o) . . . .

the priests who at that time were celebrating their twenty-fifth
anniversary as priests: Fathers Sergio Moreno, Cristobal Cortés, Roberto
Torruella, Pablo Castillo and Carlos Ayala of the diocese of San Miguel and
others. It was very nice that three others who had been ordained on the
same day but no longer are part of the priestly ministry and who, having
received dispensation, have married came as well. They were Luis Alonso
Machado, Maeda and Matias Romero. Not only the priests but also the
other three who have returned to lay status demonstrated very priestly
emotions.

Father Garrido was present also. With him they reminisced about the
days in which these priests were seminarians and he was a professor at the
seminary. Also present was Father Platero, with whom they also shared
pleasant memories, and they celebrated his fifty vears as a religious.
Afterward, we lunched together in the dining room of the Carmelite sisters
of the hospital where the cordial sharing continued.

In the Vicariate of Mejicanos, together with Monsignor Urioste, we
discussed with the parish priests of that vicariate the situation of the parish
of Mejicanos, for Father Barrera is leaving, and how the vicariate, all
together, will decide the question of a substitute.

9)“\‘2 Sunday, November 12

In the afternoon, I went to officiate at Mass and Confirmation of
some young people in the village of E1 Carmen of the Cristo
Redentor Parish, under the direction of Father Angulo. A group of
catechists directed by a seminarian had prepared this group very well. And
they had invited other communities that came and gave witness of their
Christian experience at the end of the Mass.
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%@) Monday, November 13

% At the house of the Passionist Sisters on the road to Planes de
Renderos, we spent the day with a group of priests and laity so
that they could advise me in my study of the document that will serve as a
basis for the Puebla meeting. I have listened to many people’s experiences
and acquired a great deal of knowledge to use in Puebla to support my
actions as pastor.

O Tuesday, November 14

There was a meeting of the Pastoral Board. In it we were trying
to list, in the form of an inventory, all the tasks, organizations,
etc., of our pastoral work, in order to achieve better coordination. In the
vicariate at Mejicanos there was also another meeting for further
discussion on the replacement of the priest of the parish of Mejicanos.

In the afternoon a meeting with the archdiocesan board of Caritas for
an update on the situation of the change of statutes about the national board
and national Caritas—a change of statutes brought about through the
initiative of the current president (Bishop Aparicio) with the support of the
Vicar General (Bishop Revelo) who, subverting the authority of the
archbishop, have gotten the Minister of the Interior to change the
statutes.” Because of this, there has been an exchange of letters between
the archbishop and the government protesting this abuse, and, at the same
time, demanding the rights of the archbishop, without whose authorization
such changes cannot be made. But the archdiocesan board, which is totally
in agreement with the position of the archbishop, is willing to work for a
Caritas in the archdiocese that is moved by the spirit of an institution that
truly would demonstrate the charity of the Church.

720n November 23, 1978, Romero removed Bishop Revelo as auxiliary bishop because of
insubordination.
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9)“\?. Wednesday, November 15

A very interesting meeting with the episcopal vicar of
Chalatenango, with Father Hector Figueroa, also from
Chalatenango, who is in charge of the minor seminary, and with the
Pastoral Commission of the archdiocese, with Father Cortina” acting as
consultant on the repair of the house. He also promised to draw up the plans
for a new minor seminary that, with God’s help, we will build in
Chalatenango, because this presence in the village will be very beneficial
for the vocations of the young men who study for their bachillerato and go
on from there to the major seminary of the archdiocese.

In the evening, the graduation of the Catarina di Maggio School, which
was dedicated to the archbishop. I thanked them and I expressed my
appreciation also for the solidarity they have always demonstrated with the
pastoral cause of the archbishop. The director of this school is an Oblate
Sister of Divine Love originally from Nicaragua, Sister Socorro, who has
always shown herself to be very enthusiastic and supportive of everything
connected with the present direction of the archdiocese of San Salvador.

@ Thursday, November 16

ﬁ@ Ilopango is celebrating the patronal feast of St. Christopher.

And for this occasion the parish priest, Father Fabian Amaya,
and the catechists had prepared a very good group of young people for
Confirmation. After Mass, there was a very interesting discussion with
these young people.

In the evening, a meeting with the laity advisory committee in order to
plan a meeting of ecclesial base communities and lay movements that will
take place on December 17, the Sunday before Christmas, as an
opportunity for the Christians of the archdiocese to share in a celebration
of Christmas in a Christian spirit.

73Jon Cortina, S.J., a Jesuit with degrees in engineering.



100 m THE DIARY

O Saturday, November 18

In Chalatenango with the entire pastoral team of the vicariate—
that is, the Episcopal Vicar, Father Fabian Amaya, some of the
parish priests (because some were absent), the religious communities and
some laypeople—we evaluated the work of the vicariate. I found interesting
the sincerity with which they discussed their own defects, but also the great
hopes that are being created by the pastoral work directed by Father
Amaya.

In the evening I attended the graduation ceremonies of the academy of
the parish of La Luz, where Father Brito gave out diplomas as seamstresses
to the young women who were just finishing their course of studies at the
academy. The Catarina Di Maggio School attended, and I greeted them
very affectionately, for it is a school that is very devoted to the archbishop.

I'was unable to go in the evening, for lack of time and because of poor
health, to the academy of the Emmanuel Baptist Church where they were
also having their graduation at the close of the school year, to which I had
been cordially invited by the pastor and other members of that church.

9)"\0_ Sunday, November 19
s
\ After Mass in the cathedral, I went for a while to the meeting of
OW(Oj . L L
aypeople from different vicariates who were meeting in the
parish hall of San José de la Montaiia. It is very exciting to see how the lay
presence is growing in our archdiocese. It seemed to me that the meeting
was not well enough coordinated and could have produced some sense of
frustration in some who, perhaps, expected more. On my part, I tried to
inspire them with my talk: What is the laity? What does the Church expect?
What do we hope to accomplish through these meetings of laypeople from
different vicariates? An organization that will make the strength of the laity
felt and be sure it fulfills its responsibilities.

In the afternoon, I was in Chiltiupan, a picturesque town on the coast
of La Libertad where the pastoral work is directed by the Sisters of the
Rosary of Fatima. We had many children to confirm, but all of them old
enough to understand. I saw how the sisters are working. Although there
are deficiencies, it is easy to see the presence of someone who is
encouraging the pastoral work in that picturesque region.
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@ Monday, November 20

%@ I went to San Miguel to honor the patron, Qur Lady of Peace.

The bishop of Santiago de Maria, Bishop Rivera, wanted to go
with me on my trip. And together we celebrated Mass at eleven in the
morning in the cathedral of San Miguel because on the feast day itself,
tomorrow, we would not have the chance to honor her in a more intimate
way as we would like because of the presence of the highest civilian
authorities and because these authorities tend to use the situation because
of the publicity involved and are not as interested in the religious tribute
involved. The Mass was private but, in spite of everything, there were
several friends from San Miguel who accompanied us and, on leaving,
lamented that they had not known in time to have organized a more solemn
Mass.

o O Tuesday, November 21

o o Festival of Our Lady of Peace. The other bishops, the president
and his wife, and other officials were present in the cathedral of
San Miguel. The nuncio presided at the Mass.

I said Mass in the Divine Providence Colegio, attended by the Superior
General of the Passionist Sisters and also the Passionist Fathers who work
in Jiquilisco, in the diocese of Santiago de Maria, and all the women
religious, since they are celebrating the hundredth jubilee of their
congregation. In my homily, I reminded them that it was a day to honor the
Virgin of Peace, an opportunity I welcomed—also to be able to celebrate it
in such an ecclesial atmosphere, since the congregation had a close
relationship with this feast of the twenty-first of November.

In the afternoon we had an interesting pastoral meeting, talking about
the realities and the current pastoral work to see how we could work
together to organize a better pastoral effort.
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Wednesday, November 22

T
- -
@ The group of priests of the archdiocese who meet with other

-
o) . twith ol

priests from other dioceses wanted to meet specifically with
me, and we held the meeting at the Lourdes farm of the Passionist Sisters.
We discussed very interesting, very priestly topics like the seminary and
other aspects of the administration of the diocese—very constructive
criticism and sincere desires to work together to have better organization
of our archdiocesan service.

@@% Thursday, November 23

% @ On the same farm belonging to the sisters at Lourdes, I had a

meeting to consult with some priests and laypeople, to study
together the working document that will be used at Puebla. The
suggestions, especially those about the realities of our country and our
archdiocese, were very good for me to hear and will be helpful for my
participation in Puebla.

o O Friday, November 24

o o I had a meeting with the parents at the Vicariate of Soyapango
in the convent of the church of Soyapango. It is clear that there

is a great deal to do. There is no cohesiveness. They do not have a unified
program, but I could see there were efforts being made to work more
effectively as a team. They complain about the parish of Ilopango, since
Father Fabian is the episcopal vicar of Chalatenango, and think that it
would be better to have a priest assigned to Ilopango. The same complaint
is made about the sisters that work in Apulo and do not attend the meetings
of the vicariate. I noted this and asked them to help me visit them and to
work as well for greater enthusiasm in the pastoral work of the vicariate.
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Saturday, November 25

T
@ I visited the village of Maria Auxiliadora de Tenancingo in the

4 >
o) ! Maria co
partment of Cuscatlan, which was celebrating its patronal
feast. I felt a very deep satisfaction as a pastor, since the people were very
fervent and receptive. After Mass, they took us to a house where they gave
us dinner and offered us a small literary and comic program.

@(@@ Sunday, November 26

% Today Father Fabian Amaya, in my name, turned over the
parish of Dulce Nombre de Maria with its affiliated town of San
Francisco Morazan to the Maryknoll Fathers. I am pleased to count on the
cooperation of these priests, who are very dynamic and self-sacrificing.
Also, it is a very difficult region but, with God’s help and the goodwill of
these Maryknoll priests, I hope that much will be accomplished in the
department of Chalatenango.

The festival of St. Joseph that was to be celebrated today in San José
Villanueva was canceled because a few days before two sacred vessels were
stolen and it had been announced that, if they did not turn up, there would
be no solemn celebration but rather some act of atonement.

In the afternoon, I went to San Marcos to administer Confirmation to
a fine group of young people who had been prepared by the community.

O O Tuesday, November 28

o o A meeting of the Senate was held in the Divine Providence

Hospital and, in the afternoon, a pastoral meeting at the
archdiocese. But today was disturbed in a dramatic and tragic manner by
the violent death of Father Rafael Ernesto Barrera, who was killed in a
feigned attack by the security forces on a house in the Colonia Divina
Providencia, where Father Neto was found shot to death. But there are
theories that he was already dead when he was taken there. The different
bulletins put out by the investigatory commission which contradict
different aspects of the official version can be consulted on this.
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In the evening, there was a vigil held with the body of Father Neto in
the church at Mejicanos, where his brother Manuel Barrera is parish priest.

_O/"\?_ Wednesday, November 29

The principal event today was the funeral of Father Neto
Barrera in the church at Mejicanos. His grave was dug right
there, since it was feared that a procession to the cemetery could be used
as an opportunity by clandestine groups and create more havoc. The Mass
was impressive, perhaps more than sixty priests, with the church and
nearby fields completely filled—a Mass that showed the affection many
people felt for Father Neto, principally the workers he had worked with in
a special way. There continue to be rumors that Father Neto belonged to
the FPL, the Popular Liberation Forces, which are considered to be the
violent forces of the Popular Revolutionary Bloc. We still cannot with
certainty either confirm or deny this idea, which worries the Church a
great deal.

December 1978

@ Saturday, December 2

ﬁ@ [ was invited to a sewing academy that was founded in
Mercedes Umaiia in the diocese of Santiago de Maria while I

was there, and I went to join Bishop Rivera and take part in this very simple
and beautiful celebration—but, above all, to share it with the bishop of
Santiago de Maria. There is a great deal of affection in that town, principally
at the home of Miguelito and his wife, where we had lunch.

In the evening, we held a solemn act of atonement in the parish of San
Martin, where the Blessed Sacrament had been stolen. From the moment
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I entered the town, the people gave me a very warm reception and the Mass
was very impressive.

O Sunday, December 3

Today I had been invited by Father Ernesto Barrera—may he
rest in peacel—to a meeting of workers in Ayagualo. It was not
held since he is dead now, but we prayed for him with his friends, for his
eternal rest.

This afternoon I met with three British legislators who had come to
learn about the situation of the country and to communicate to me
personally that the English Parliament had nominated me for the Nobel
Peace Prize. This news, which was circulated here some days ago, has been
received in very different ways: For my friends, naturally, it has caused joy
and many congratulations, but on the official side and in the media, there
has been a very significant silence. Nevertheless, the Britons talked
extensively with me this Sunday, also with several of my advisers, who
informed them about the political, social and economic situation of the
country, and they seemed very interested in learning about this reality. At
the end, one of them told me that they were three of the one hundred
eighteen legislators who had proposed my name for the Nobel Peace Prize
and that, now that they had seen the reality, they would ask doubly for this
prize for me.

I took advantage of the opportunity to express my gratitude for this
gesture on the part of the English Parliament, which is of great support for
me, as is such an important visit from these three British legislators. Later
they visited jails, peasant areas, farms and, in essence, take back very
valuable information and a very deep conviction of the violation here of
human rights. Naturally, the governmental or governing sectors in our
country have not been pleased by this either.
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Monday, December 4

Today several priests of the archdiocese began their spiritual
retreat in the novice house of the Somascan Fathers.

@@Qﬂ Tuesday, December 5
% @ Meeting of the clergy in the San José de 1a Montaiia Seminary.

The priests on spiritual retreat also attended.

In the evening, a meeting of the archdiocesan board of Caritas. I
informed them of the state of affairs in respect to the change in statutes
made without the consent of the archbishop as required by the statutes, and
the legal means they have taken through the Ministry of the Interior. The
spirit of the archdiocesan board about this situation is admirable: neither
vengeance nor anger, rather a desire to work intensely for an authentic
Caritas in the archdiocese.

o O Wednesday, December 6
o o Today is the celebration of the patronal feast of Tonacatepeque,
in honor of St. Nicolas, bishop, and there I had the joy of

presiding over a very solemn Mass and then of talking with several priests
of the Vicariate of Cuscatldn who had come to this celebration.

In the afternoon, an interesting meeting promoted by the Christian
Democratic Party with representatives of ANEP,7 that is, of the private
sector. We had a dialogue among three sectors, the Christian Democratic
Party, the business leaders and the Church. Monsignor Urioste, Father
Jests Delgado and [ represented the Church. They showed a willingness to
dialogue, but they also are still clinging to their own advantages.
Nevertheless, the afternoon was very productive. There was a great deal of
interchange of ideas and these dialogues will continue. We ask God that
this may result in something positive for the good and peace of the country.

In the evening I presided at the Eucharist in Plan del Pino, to pray for
the eternal rest of one of the workers who died with Father Neto Barrera,

™ Asociacion Nacional de la Empresa Privada (National Private Enterprise Association).
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since this worker was from there and worked in that pastoral effort. The
Spanish Carmelite Sisters who direct that community testify to the affection
that the village had for Father Barrera. And they themselves recognize that
he was a very helpful priest, very dedicated to pastoral service.

Thursday, December 7

S\
@ On the farm of the Passionist Sisters at Planes de Renderos,

-\“ () another meeting with my advisers to study the working
document for Puebla. This consultation is progressing and has been very
fertile for my participation in the Puebla meeting.

In the evening, a visit from a group of young people from San Antonio
Abad, who explained their political and pastoral concerns, and I had the
opportunity to clarify several situations, given their way of thinking.

@% Friday, December 8

% @ Feast of the Immaculate Conception. Many parishes and
religious institutions are celebrating it. I cannot go to all of
them, in spite of my goodwill and also the wishes of the different
communities. I went to the parish of La Libertad, which has her as a patron
and where the participation in the Eucharist indicated a community that is
very alive.

And after the Mass we met to talk with the pastoral workers. The
parish pastoral council for La Libertad was established. The pastoral work
there is directed by some North American priests from the Cleveland
diocese and some women religious, also North Americans, who really
dedicate themselves to our people through their work.

In the afternoon, an ecumenical encounter with brothers from the
Emmanuel Baptist Church and also with Mr. Asper? present, a
representative of the World Council of Churches and also of Human Rights.
He brought greetings for our archdiocesan Church from the World Council

75Dr. Charles Harper, Director of the World Council of Churches human rights office in
Geneva.
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of Churches and also the Seminar or Symposium on Human Rights” held
in Santiago, Chile. He expressed his admiration and affection for our
pastoral labor and we had some very interesting dialogues in which both
the Catholics and Protestants participated.

We also talked with our separated brothers about how to celebrate
Unity Week next year. The idea that predominated was that of a more
intimate work of conversion rather than public manifestations that cause
problems, given the political sensitivity of the atmosphere and given, also,
that many Protestants are following a line that is sympathetic to the
government and the status quo of the republic.

g Saturday, December 9

Visit from a journalist. In the afternoon, First Communion in
the Divine Providence Hospital for a little girl who had been
very well prepared.

Sunday, December 10

In the afternoon, Mass in Potrero Grande, a village in the parish
of Aguilares, where they were already celebrating, early, the
feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe. The parish priest of Aguilares and the
Oblate Sisters of the Sacred Heart who contribute to the pastoral work of
that parish were there. It is obvious that Father Grande? and his pastoral
work in this sector of the archdiocese are remembered.

76 Sponsored by the Santiago archdiocesan Vicariate of Solidarity.

77 Father Rutilio Grande, S.J., pastor at Aguilares, was machine-gunned to death March 12,
1977.
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@@@ Monday, December 11

% Meeting of the Senate at the Divine Providence Hospital. In the
evening, also at the hospital, a meeting with a group of friends
that Father Neto Barrera advised. The object was to hear testimonies of the
attitudes and actions of Father Neto. And all of them have a great feeling of
gratitude, a deep sadness at his death and all of them praise Father Neto’s
Christian work. None of them spoke of violent attitudes or ideas in this
priest whom they have tried to vilify in the official reports.

o O Tuesday, December 12

o o The Day of Our Lady of Guadalupe. In the Church of
Guadalupe in La Ceiba there was a large gathering of the
faithful. The parish priest, Cataldo Papagno, told me that some sixty
thousand persons came to visit the Virgin during this festival. I went to
celebrate it in Dulce Nombre de Maria. I had the opportunity to greet the
Maryknoll Fathers and to share some time with that community, which
seems to be very alive.

In the evening I celebrated the Virgin of Guadalupe in Colonia Las
Delicias in Santa Tecla, where Father Francisco Xavier, a Jesuit, is working
with great enthusiasm. I was introduced by him to a group of young people
who told me many of their problems and with whom I also spoke rather
frankly.

9}“\0_ Wednesday, December 13

I went to celebrate the feast of St. Lucy, patron of Suchitoto, in
that parish temple, which was completely filled by the faithful.
After Mass, we had a very animated meeting with all the priests of the
Vicariate of Cuscatlan except for Father Sergio Moreno, who is ill with
throat problems. I had the impression, being with the priests, that their
confidence and unity has increased; they themselves said that.

In the afternoon, a meeting of the pastoral workers to continue
collecting, like an inventory, the realities and activities that have occurred
in our archdiocese. We discussed different aspects of our pastoral work in
order to coordinate it better.
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@@@ Thursday, December 14

% Today, the town of Tacachico celebrated its traditional patronal
feast in honor of the Immaculate Conception and the apostle St.

Paul—two devotions that I used, in presiding at the Eucharist, to focus St.
Paul’s doctrine on redemption and on the privileged redemption of the
Immaculate Conception. It is a very nice community, very alive, and I felt
very great satisfaction there. It was a shame that I was not able to stay after
Mass, since I had an appointment in the apostolic nunciature at eleven with
the commission that has been created to mediate in the kidnapping of the
two Englishmen captured by FARN, Armed Forces of the National
Resistance.

In this meeting, we were informed that the president had not granted
the audience that had been requested, since he denies the existence of the
political prisoners that the members of FARN are demanding in exchange
for the freedom of the two Englishmen. We prepared a document in which
we made clear our intention of interceding with the president of the
republic and our failure.

In the afternoon, at the Divine Providence Hospital, I received a
commission from the parish of Santa Lucia, in Colonia Santa Lucia, who
came to greet me with their parish priest, Father Astor Ruiz, and to give me
a pretty notebook where they had recorded their conclusions after
meditating on my pastoral letter, I thanked them and saw that they had
really worked hard. And I felt that the pastoral letter had helped to
illuminate their minds about the popular political organizations and their
relations with the Church’s pastoral work.

o O Friday, December 15

A meeting with representatives of the national clergy. In the
Lo] o] aft ) : T
ernoon, I also met with a group of priests and seminarians to

talk about the matter of the seminary, to learn about the reports to the
extent that they can be divulged in public, since each one of the individual
reports would be given to each one of the seminarians. But, in general, we
talked about many difficulties with respect to the present situation of the
seminary having to do with this group from the archdiocese, and we
created a committee to study this matter on a continuing basis.



DECEMBER 1978 m 111

Saturday, December 16

T
@ In the morning, I celebrated Mass and gave First Communion

-\“ and Confirmation to a group of youngsters in the Calvario
church presided over by the Somascan Fathers.

At twelve-thirty, a Christmas gathering with the archdiocesan board of
Caritas in a private home, where we were well treated.

At five in the afternoon, in Colonia Santa Lucia, the patronal feast,
where First Communion was given and Confirmation was administered to
a good group of young people and children.

And even later in the evening, at nine o’clock, the wedding of a niece in
La Ceiba in Guadalupe.

@ Sunday, December 17

%© The outstanding event today was the meeting of ecclesial base

communities and lay movements from the different vicariates
of the Archdiocese of San Salvador. In the meeting hall of the Colegio
Guadalupano, principally, some eight hundred persons talked about their
pastoral work and the life of the communities of the archdiocese. The
Eucharist that I went to preside over at noon seemed to me to be extremely
impressive because of the participation and the active consciousness with
which these people came to the Eucharist, the fruit of their reflections and
of their lives, which are committed to the Church.

At four in the afternoon I was in Rosario de Mora, where the Oblate
Sisters of Divine Love do their pastoral work. They had prepared a group of
children for First Communion and Confirmation. A very picturesque
outing, some very lively children, a very affectionate community.

At eight o’clock in the evening we were in the parish San Sebastian de
Ciudad Delgado to turn this parish over to its new parish priest, Father Juan
Antonio Gutiérrez, the replacement for Father Neto Barrera, deceased. The
enthusiasm was really impressive. The Mass could not be held in the
church so we had it in the patio. After my homily, Father Guty”® spoke,
committing himself to the work. And after Mass several laypeople took the
microphone. There was a joyful atmosphere, a reception indicating
goodwill and willingness to work with the new parish priest.

78 Father Gutiérrez.
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o O Monday, December 18

o Today in the archdiocese we celebrated the feast of Nuestra
Sefiora de los Remedios, who is honored in the church or
chapel of la Vega, where Father Raiil Alberto Flores serves, and I celebrated
Mass there. And this same festival is also celebrated in the village of San
Laureano de Ciudad Delgado, where I also celebrated Mass this afternoon.

Tuesday, December 19

TEC

O

-o\ o) Today the parishes of Quezaltepeque and San José Guayabal

" are celebrating St. Joseph’s Day. I could not, of course, go to

both places, but I went to San José Guayabal where the parish priest, Father
[Sergio] Moreno, is somewhat ill and where this festival of their holy
patriarch was celebrated with great piety. My visit to Father Moreno was,
I think, very constructive.

In the afternoon, another meeting about the problem of the seminary.
In the evening, [ was invited to dinner at the home of Licenciado Viéytez,
where the Jesuit Father Paco Estrada and the rector of the UCA, Roman
Mayorga, and his wife were also present. A very interesting conversation
about the problems of the country and the university and on the situation of
our archdiocese.

We also spoke confidentially about the apostolic visitation that is
taking place this week in our archdiocese. Bishop [Antonio] Quarracino®®
has come. He is from the diocese of Avellaneda in Argentina,
commissioned by the Holy See on behalf of the Sacred Congregation for
Bishops, to make an apostolic visitation to assess the pastoral work of our
archdiocese. Relations with the auxiliary bishop are of particular interest. [
know that many people have come to report to him on the pastoral work of
our archdiocese and the result of the visit seems to me to have been, up to
now, very positive.

7 Father Francisco Estrada, S.J., later rector of the UCA.
80 Later president of CELAM.
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@@@) Wednesday, December 20

% @ In Potonico we celebrated a Mass of atonement for the
sacrilegious robbery of the consecrated hosts from that

church. From the moment I arrived in the village, the reception was very
enthusiastic. But before most of the crowd arrived, a group of children
approached me with signs in their hands and with a letter in which they told
me (also in a little speech that one of them gave) of their solidarity with the
many orphaned children, victims of this situation of abuses of human
rights, and that they were asking me to support their cause. They asked me
for an audience on December 26, which I granted them with great pleasure.

Accompanied by the people, I headed to the church. There were some
very meaningful signs in the streets. I particularly liked the one that said
“our pastor and friend.” I celebrated the Mass with Father Fabian Amaya,
with Father Efrain, parish priest of Chalatenango, and with Father Luis
Recinos, the new parish priest—temporarily at least—of the parish of San
Antonio los Ranchos and Potonico, and Father Rafael Urrutia, who is
working in Chalatenango and will be in charge of the seminary and of the
Secretariat of the Vicariate.

After Mass, we met with the pastoral workers, and it turned out to be
a very animated discussion.

o o Thursday, December 21

Po) o A very interesting meeting on matters of economic
administration, listening to the auditor and Ingeniero Galvan
and Monsignor Urioste about very practical matters of subsidies and ways
to administer our assets.
In the afternoon, also, a meeting on our pastoral work which we spent
developing the list of pastoral activities of the archdiocese.
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Friday, December 22

o) o

@

-o\ (o' I celebrated Mass at the Asilo Sara at noon. It is an old people’s
" home in Colonia Costa Rica that looks rather run-down. It is

clear they are not receiving spiritual care and we must do something to help
the many old and sick people in that place.

@@@g Saturday, December 23

% @ This afternoon I celebrated the Holy Mass in Fatima Church in
Planes de Renderos. The church was completely full of

Franciscan sisters led by the superior general of the congregation and four
provincials. Today marked the end of the jubilee year that they have been
celebrating to give thanks to God for the fifty years they have been in this
country. It is a congregation that has houses in Zacatacoluca, in
Cojutepeque, in Usulutan, in Berlin and, in San Salvador, the Colegio del
Espiritu Santo and the novice house in Planes de Renderos. God has
blessed them with many vocations and I urged them to carry ona
profoundly ecclesial work.

In the evening, a farewell for the superior general of the congregation
of the Passionist Sisters, who has been with us for several days. She leaves
with a very good impression of the work her sisters are doing in this

country.

o Sunday, December 24

I celebrated the Christmas Vigil in the morning, after the Mass
in the cathedral, in Colonia Amatepec, where they greeted me
with affection, carrying palms that made me think of Palm Sunday. We
blessed the new hermitage. Father José Luis Bourguet, in charge of the
pastoral work in this colonia, has managed to win the affection and esteem
of all of these people, who work with him very enthusiastically.

This afternoon in Colonia Bernal. It is a part of the parish of Miralvalle
that is under the Augustinian Fathers. I think that this Colonia Bernal, with
the enthusiasm of its youth, is called to be the yeast of the new parish. We
met there with a group of young people prepared by Father Placido for
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Confirmation and a Eucharist with great participation. After Mass, there
were tamales and coffee and bread for the children who had had their First
Communion and for the guests.

In the evening, I celebrated the seven o’clock Christmas Eve Mass in
the cathedral and at ten o’clock in the chapel of the Divine Providence
Hospital.

9)"\2 Monday, December 25

In the morning, wedding masses and First Communions in
Soyapango parish. In the afternoon, as well, many weddings.
There were forty couples, and a small group of children celebrating their
First Communion. The two communities gave me great comfort this
Christmas because of the preparation with which they were ready to
receive the sacraments, especially Matrimony.

@ Tuesday, December 26

%@ In the morning, a group of children from San Antonio los

Ranchos who had organized themselves into a solidarity
committee for orphaned children came to see me. They had requested an
audience with me and they spoke to me of their ideals, of wanting to
empathize with these children, who are their friends, who have become
orphans because their parents have been killed or disappeared or are in
prison.

On this Christmas, they feel the sadness of so many children without
parents and they want to do something. I congratulated them and offered
them all the support I can give for their projects.

I had lunch in the Opus Dei?! house. They are recently installed in a
new house, since they are leaving the Doble Via.

I was visited by a representative of the International Red Cross
principally to discuss the matter of the kidnapping of two men from
England, one from Japan and another from Holland. And he will intercede

81 Founded as a secular institute in 1928, now an international prelature of both priests and
laypersons.
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with the authorities of the country and asked for my help, and I offered it,
within the limits of my abilities and what I can do.

In the afternoon, a meeting of the pastoral team to continue listing
information, activities and what could be better organized.

O Wednesday, December 27

Patronal feast of San Juan Opico. We were able to concelebrate
with Father José Maria Duefas, who was ordained in this very
church fifty years ago by his uncle, the bishop of San Miguel, Bishop Juan
Antonio Dueifias. [ preached and shared very pleasant memories of Bishop
Dueiias and Bishop [Rafael] Valladares. And I cordially congratulated the
guest of honor. After Mass, we met with catechists from this parish
community and from Tacachico. The problem of a priest for Tacachico was
discussed again and I left them charged with helping me to think of a
solution.

In San Juan Opico, we discussed the problem of a priest for Tacachico.
I asked the catechists and priests for their help in resolving, through
consensus, such an urgent problem.

In the afternoon, I ordained deacon the young man Jaime Paredes, for
he has almost finished his studies of theology in the seminary in
Guadalajara, Mexico. He will go back to finish his studies and then come to
be a deacon for a time and then he will be ordained a priest. In the basilica,
there were many distinguished people, some from Opus Dei, and I tried to
greet all of them.

In the evening, I was interviewed by a North American journalist at the
Divine Providence Hospital.

_O/“ O Thursday, December 28

In Old Cuscatldn we celebrated the traditional Feast of the
Innocents. The message [ brought was one of respect for life,
the sense of solidarity and how Christ is the source of all of our merits. I
talked with Father Hector Figueroa, who will leave the diocese to enter a
religious community and go into mission work according to the call he feels
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in his vocation. I respect his vocation, his wishes, and I told him the diocese
will be open to him if he should wish to return.

In the afternoon we marked the thirty-day anniversary of the death of
Father Neto Barrera in Domus Mariae with a group of workers who used to
meet with him, and they shared with me their impressions of him. I really
feel that Father Neto did not always convey a purely priestly message but
rather acquiesced greatly with the political and revolutionary ideals of these
groups. Nevertheless, they tell me, they thought he always tried to guide
them as a priest. We still do not know what the deepest beliefs of this
priest were.

This same day there was a gathering of priests at the seminary. The
priests’ cooperative was celebrating its Christmas party—very lively and
well attended.

@ Friday, December 29

%(@ In the evening, a nice time shared with some young people at
the pastoral house of San Antonio Abad—some sixty young

people giving their opinions, reporting on their pastoral activities and

asking anxiously about their problems, which are typical of the times.

O Saturday, December 30

In the Colegio Belén in Santa Tecla, the Carmelite Sisters of St.
Joseph were celebrating the fiftieth anniversary of the death of
their founder, Mother Clarita Quiroz. I officiated, talking to them in the
homily about their charism, of the need to be faithful to it and to adapt it to
the present situation and to that of the local Church.

I participated for a while in the meeting of the Vicariate of the
Department of La Libertad, which was meeting in the convent of
Concepcion Church. Almost all the priests, religious communities and
laypeople who work in the pastoral work were present.

This afternoon, I learned that FARN, which has the four men who were
kidnapped, had accepted the mediation of the Human Rights Commission,
but they wanted me to become part of the Commission. When I was notified
of this by the Human Rights Commission, I told them that I would accept
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with pleasure and that I was at their service to help to save these lives and
also the lives of the prisoners that these forces are asking the government
to free.

_O)"Q Sunday, December 31

‘We have come to the end of the year. The Mass in the cathedral
was well attended, as was the Mass at seven in the evening, at
which we already were celebrating the Mass for January 1.

At noon [ had lunch with the seminarians that work in the cathedral at
the Colegio Sagrado Corazon. Lunch was provided for us there.

In the evening at ten o’clock we had a meditation before the Blessed
Sacrament and I celebrated Mass in the chapel of the Divine Providence
Hospital. And in the sisters’ dining room together with other special
visitors, in the midst of the explosions of fireworks, we witnessed the
passage from an old year to a new one. And we predicted happiness for the
new year. Happy New Year!

January 1979

@ Monday, January 1

%@ Not much activity during the day, since almost everything took
place during the night. I was able to rest a little at the farm
belonging to the Oblate Sisters of Divine Love.

This evening I celebrated the usual Holy Hour in the chapel of the
Divine Providence Hospital. The attendance was unusually large. I talked to
them about the meaning of time in the biblical sense: the experience of God
visiting human beings and the human obligation to respond to time as a visit
from God.
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o O Tuesday, January 2

When the workers return to their tasks, the chancery resumes
o) . . . .
its normal routine. I took care of several private audiences.
In the afternoon, the taping of the interview program I have every
Wednesday.

9)“\0_ Wednesday, January 3

A great deal of activity in the archdiocese. Among the most
important visits was that of Miss Doris Osegueda, who has
taken charge of the communications office. An interview with Ingeniero
Galvan to talk about concentrating all our efforts so that this year we will
improve the organization of our diocesan curia.

An edition of one of my homilies is being prepared in the secretariat,
the one from the first Sunday of Advent. We hope to continue issuing the
rest of the homilies in booklets, but I wanted to do this first one as a token
of appreciation for all of those who have been so kind as to remember me
with greetings at Christmas and New Year’s and to congratulate me on my
nomination for the Nobel Peace Prize.

I also received a visit from the International Red Cross delegation to
talk about the kidnappings of the two men from England and the one from
Japan, Mr. Suzuki. The Red Cross cannot act as intermediary if there is
already another intermediary and, in this case, the Commission on Human
Rights has been mediating. At the request of the kidnappers, I have been
made part of the Commission.

In the evening, during dinner, I had an interesting conversation with
the rector of the seminary, Father Gregorio Rosa, who informed me about
the activities of the other bishops with regard to the seminary, which they
want to educate only the seminarians from the suffragan dioceses, thus
eliminating the group from the archdiocese which, according to the other
bishops, is the one that is causing problems.

Naturally, the seminary team reacted in a very ecclesial way, saying
that they are at the service of the Church as regards the formation of priests
and that the Holy See had issued a directive that it wanted an interdiocesan
seminary. I was pleased by this ecclesial reaction from the team, as well as
by the reports given to the apostolic visitator, who was here investigating
the archbishop’s actions and the pastoral work of the archdiocese.
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Finally, very late in the evening, a visit from Dr. Roberto Lara Velado82
and Dr. Napoleén Gonzalez, members of the commission that is acting as
intermediary to try to resolve the kidnapping of the two Englishmen and
the Japanese gentleman. They told me that today a formal petition, signed
by many of our people, was presented to the Legislative Assembly. It asks
the government for a general amnesty for political prisoners and
abolishment of the Law for the Defense of Public Order. They talked with
the president of the Assembly, who indicated his desire to help with the
petition, but made them understand that, because of his political position,
he cannot do anything more. We discussed how to support this petition
since the extremist groups engage in violence, which could weaken the
requested petition for amnesty.

In the chancery there was a meeting of parish priests and of the
seminary commission. It was very interesting to see the concern of all the
priests that the seminarians from our archdiocese be understood, be
supported in their concerns and be formed in the way they should be as
priests, in the way that the pastoral work of our archdiocese needs them to
be. Father Sigfredo, rector of the minor seminary, was put in charge of
continuing to coordinate reflection on this problem. All the priests present
will have to take part in this reflection, as well as those who want to continue
collaborating in this great concern, which is the principal one of our
diocese—the formation of a clergy which is at the proper level and ready to
respond to the needs of the present time.

@ Thursday, January 4

%@@ I went to the village of La Junta, in the parish of Concepcién in
Quezaltepeque, where Father Eduardo Alas® is doing very
efficient pastoral work. In the village of La Junta, there had been a
sacrilegious robbery of the Blessed Sacrament, and we went to celebrate an
act of atonement. It turned out to be very impressive. Beginning at the
entrance to the town, a group of children with little flags, the colors of the
Church, announced the joy and warm reception that the bishop and the
parish priest inspire there. Also the collaborating catechists, women religious—
the Spanish Carmelite Missionary Sisters work there with Father Alas with

82 An important figure in the Christian Democratic Party, president of the Commission to
Investigate Political Assassinations and Disappearances.

8 Later the first bishop of Chalatenango.
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great intensity—and a large number of the faithful were waiting for me at
the edge of the village to take me to the shrine. Because it is not large
enough, we had to celebrate the Eucharist on the porch of the rectory,
above the plaza, shaded by some picturesque almond trees.

In the eucharistic message, I spoke to them about the presence of
Christ in our midst, which he has revealed in diverse forms: in the Church
community, in its ministers, in the proclamation of his word, and,
especially, in the Eucharist; about how many times the Lord’s loving
presence is answered by indifference, persecution and slander; and how,
therefore, atonement is necessary.

After Mass, we held a eucharistic procession. After I gave the
benediction, I invited them to join in a moment of fellowship—that is, for
the different communities which had brought beautiful signs to come to the
microphone and read their signs or express their feelings in ecclesial
communion. And it was very impressive to hear their different voices: men,
women, adults, young people expressing their feeling of profound solidarity
with the Church and its pastor. As Father Alas told me, “Through these
gatherings, one grows in faith.”

Ireturned home, having truly grown, feeling confirmed in my desire to
serve this noble people of God that the Lord has entrusted to me.

When I got back I found some important messages about matters of
the life of the archdiocese waiting for me, and also a confidential message
transmitted to me directly by someone who has received information about
threats against me. With the help of God, I hope to overcome this and
continue loyally to serve the gospel and our people.

O Friday, January 5

In the morning, we had a meeting of the archdiocesan
communications office. The new executive secretary is Miss
Doris Osegueda, who worked with me a long time ago in San Miguel.
Today, skilled in her chosen profession and with a degree in journalism,
she has left her job at the university and will add her services to this
important office, which we tried to restructure in this morning’s meeting.
Along with the Secretariat there will be an advisory group which will give
advice on the direction to take and will also serve to advise the hierarchy
itself. Under the Secretariat, there is the radio, publishing house and ail
other information services. They also will try to increase the circulation of
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the newspaper Orientacion,® and especially to interpret in the newspaper
as well as on the radio the ideological direction defined by the archbishop.
It was a very constructive meeting and comforting as regards the
possibilities for diffusion of the Church’s message.

I also had a brief interview with a North American journalist who
showed great admiration for what he has seen in our archdiocese. He
thinks that this direction of the Church is the one that can attract people,
since a spiritualized emphasis—disembodied, unconcerned with the
realities of the earth—would no longer be very credible in the present
situation. I thanked him for his words of encouragement. And to his
questions about the religiosity and the problems of the country, I tried to
respond with the loyalty with which I have always tried to do so.

Also another interview with a woman religious from Ciudad Barrios,
who told me about the conflict that has arisen at Don Carlos Boillat’s farm.
It is a conflict on a coffee plantation where the owner, someone very well
respected, many times does not realize what his underlings—the
administrators and foremen—are up to. Conflict occurred and resulted in
the death of one person in that city.

In the afternoon, I visited the community of San José Villanueva, where
the Passionist sisters work. We had a very interesting dialogue with them,
and with the catechists of the parish of Huiziicar, of the communities of
Huizicar, from Nuevo Cuscatldn and San José Villanueva and from several
other villages, about their pastoral activities and about the difficulties and,
at the same time, the hopes, and the projects the parish priest, Father
Benito Tovar, directs there. The meeting ended with some delicious
pupusas?® and hot chocolate served to all those attending.

In the evening, in the Divine Providence Hospital, a visit from the
representatives of the Commission on Human Rights to talk about the
matter of the kidnappings, which still doesn’t show any signs of being
resolved.

84The archdiocesan weekly newspaper.
85 A typical Salvadoran pastry usually filled with pork, cheese or beans.
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Saturday, January 6

T
Z):
-o\" '/o' Today, after a long time, we had an advisory breakfast. I was
still asking for advice about my appearance at Puebla. They
gave me a great deal of information and made many suggestions. We are
hopeful because several bishops and experts who agree completely with
the pastoral direction of our archdiocese will attend. We also tried to
analyze the current situation of the country, the results of the apostolic
visitation the archdiocese had recently, the problem of the seminary and
other topics. Consultation on these topics with these priests and laypeople
greatly enriches my pastoral criteria.

At noon, a meeting with Father [Rafael] Moreno and Beto Cuéllar to
put together the information on the week’s events and comments for
tomorrow’s Sunday homily.

In the afternoon, a visit to the parish of Apopa, where Father Oscar
Martell had prepared the Confirmation of some young people and a
dialogue with the pastoral agents.

@@Q Sunday, January 7

% @ We celebrated the Mass for Epiphany in the cathedral. I took
the title for my homily from the Bible readings—“Christ:
Epiphany of the Saving Love of God.” I presented it in three parts: first, how
the Epiphany shows us a transcendental salvation (I spoke of the need for
any movement of revindication to make itself part of the salvation that God
can provide and that Christ alone came to carry out). The second thought
was that the Epiphany offers us a universal salvation: No one is excluded,
for there are no distinctions in the saving love of God. And the third
thought, the necessity of faith (of which the three wise men are an
example) in order for us to make the salvation revealed and offered in the
Epiphany our own. The cathedral was full of people—as usual, thank God!

In the afternoon, I attended the installation of Father Samuel Orellana
as the new parish priest of Mejicanos, and of Father Octavio